Police officers in riot gear cleared a pro-Palestinian
encampment early Thursday at UCLA. Prez Biden
defends the right to protest but insists that ‘order
must prevail’ as college campuses across the
“country face unrest over the war in Gaza, P 14

'BJP drops Brij Bhushan,
~ fields his son instead

Mfg sector sees
second fastest
growth in 3.5 yrs

l ) iding high on robust do-
‘. mestic demand, activity
in the manufacturing sector
in April recorded the second
fastest expansion in three-
and-a-half yearsascompani-
es reported higher intake of
new orders and scaled up
production, an HSBC survey
showed. The manufacturing
PMI, however, was a tad slo-
werthan March. P17

Proposal in Hry to
define ‘forests’

n what could pave way for

the Aravalis to get legal
protection, Harvana has co-
me up with criteria todefine
a ‘forest’. The forest depart-
ment has proposed recogni-
sing ‘5 hectares or more of
uninterrupted forest-like
elements’ as ‘deemed fo-

rest’. The proposal is awai-
ting the state govt'snod. PS5

‘Bid to undermine
govt’s Covid effort’

l jelht police chargesheet fi-

Jled against NewsClick
and its founder Prabir Purka-
vastha has accused him of se-
eking to “undermine Indian
govi s efforts to develop a vac-
cine to combat Covid-19". Pur-
kayastha has been booked un-
der UAPA. NewsClick said al-
legations against it & Purkay-
astha were baseless.P22

HC: Counsel cousins
looking to marry

o l"he Gujarat high court

has ordered counselling
sessions by a psyvchologist
and a genetic expert for two
first cousins, aged 19 and 20,
determined to get married
against the wishes of the
woman's family The issue
had reached the high court
in March after the woman
went missing. Tuw

Heavy rains in Dubai
again, flights hit

L;everal flights to Dubai
Jwere cancelled and di-
verted Thursday, airport
authorities announced, as
heavy rains hit the UAE for
the second time in a month.
Authorities warned resi-
dents tostay home, announ-
cing that they should work
remotely, and that schools
will hold classes online. P14

Maoists kill 2 bros for
giving land to police

\\__.fithtn two days of secu-
¥ rity forces killing 10
Maoists in an encounter; the
Naxals on Wednesday mur-
dered two brothersforgiving
a plot of land for settingupa
police camp in Bijapur in
Chhattisgarh’'s Bastar The
duo were abducted and tried
at a ‘jan adalat’ before being
strangled and dumped. P9

Citizenship under
CAA starts this mth

]_[ ome minister Amit Shah
said Thursday that the
process of granting citizens-
hip under the Citizenship
Amendment Act will begin
thismonth. “Applications ha-
ve started to come in... before
the last phase (of polls), the
process of giving citizenship
will start,” Shah told News18
Network. P13

Padma Shri
awardee turns
daily wager

[ onoured with the fo-

urth-highest civilian
award two vears ago, Pad-
ma ShriDarshanam Mo-
onlaiah now works as a
labourer toearn twosqua-

the 73-yvear-
old artiste -
popular as
‘Kinnera’ Mogulaiah for
reinventing the rare mu-
sical instrument — was
spotted toiling at a const-
ruction site. He told TOL,
“One of my sons suffers
from seizures. For medici-
nesalone, [ need Rs 7,000 a
month,” the artiste, a fat-
herof nine, said. P9

Dmesh Singh To
Be Repeated
From Rae Bareli

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi/Lucknow: BJP
has persuaded controversial
incumbent in Kaiserganj, Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh, to vi-
eld in favour of his younger
son, Karan, while also repea-
ting the candidanue of UP mi-
nister Dinesh Pratap Singh
from the Nehru-Gandhi fami-
ly stronghold of Rae Bareli.
By sidelining Brij Bhus-
han, the former Wrestling Fe-
deration of India chief who
has been accused of sexual
harassment by woman wrest-
lers, BJP has sought to neut-
ralise the charge that it was
soft on the six-time MP. Altho-
ugh the leadership had made
plain its intent by withhol-
ding the candidature for the

City cops: Bomb
hoax aimed to
spark mass panic

day after a bomb hoax at

around 200 Delhi-NCR
schools, police in its FIR sta-
ted the email threats were
made with the “conspi-
ratorial intention of crea-
ting mass panic and to dis-

Now, bomb threat
at Nangloi school

n email was received in

the official ID of Delhi
police commissioner on
Thursday stating a bomb
was planted at a Nangloi sc-
hool. Bomb squads and cops
scanned the spot, but not-
hing was found and the thre-
at was declared a hoax.

turb public”. Delhi Police
wrote to Interpol through
CBI seeking assistance, re-
port Raj Shekhar Jha &
Abhay. Initial police inves-
tigation suggests that the
sender used a temporary
email to register for the ac-
count at mail.ru. Pé
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In a tit-for-tat move, Iran foreign minister
announces sanctions on more than two dozen

American and British individuals and entities for
supporting Israel in its ‘terrorist acts' &
rights violations’ against Palestinian people, P 14

‘human
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Joshua Dean, 45, a former quality auditor at Boeing
supplier Spirit AeroSystems and one of the first
whistleblowers to allege Spirit leadership had ignored
manufacturing defects on the 737 MAX, dies after a
struggle with a sudden, fast-spreading infection

Niclas Fiillkrug scores as
Borussia Dortmund gets

a 1-0 win over PSG in the
first leg of their Champions
League semifinal, P 20

BJP had thuught of Brij Elhushan s
wife before opting for Karan (R)

seat, Brij Bhushan did not gi-
ve up hope and had already
started campaigning by ta-
kingout roadshows.

Apart from winning Kai-
serganj thrice in a row (2009,
2014, 2019), Brij Bhushan has
won from neighbouring cons-
tituencies Gonda (1991 and
1999) and Balrampur (2004).
His wife, Ketaki, one of the op-
tions considered by BJP, had
won from Gonda in 1996 while
hisson Prateek isan MLA. Brij
Bhushan exerts clout through
nearly 54 educational institu-
tions heownsorisclosely asso-
ciated with. These institutes

dot both sides of a roughly

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

> Cong chief Mallikarjun
Kharge writes to PM that
his letter to NDA candidates

shows desperation. BJP hits
back, says Cong carrying out
a ‘desperate campaign of lies,
misinfo and appeasement
politics’ | P 11

» BJP's Chevalla candidate
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy
moves HC that EC is not

acting on his complaint about
a namesake contestant | P 13

> Amid row over Adhir clip,
Mamata says Cong working
with BJP to defeat TMC | P 13

» Cops on heels, Giridih
contestant Jairam Mahto flees
after addressing a rally | P 13

100km stretch of the Ayodhya-
Gonda highway connecting fo-
ur districts — Gonda, Balram-
pur, Bahraich and Shravasti.

»Rae Bareli to bid..., P 20

52 contractual workers
of DCW sacked after LG
nod to WCD’s proposal

New Delhi: The women and
child development depart-
ment (WCD) of Delhi govt has
terminated the services of 52
contractual workers allegedly
hired “illegally” by Delhi Com-
mission for Women in 2016.

A senior official of the de-
partment said following comp-
laints of irregularities in ap-
pointments, then LG Anil Bai-
jal had formed a committee of
senior officials, led by the then
chief secretary to examine the
issue, It found the processes
followed to be “illegal” and had
held the appointments to be
*invalid ab initio”.

“The committee had sub-
mitted itsreport in June 2017. It
had recommended that the
contractual staff engaged wit-
hout having sanctioned posts
and without following due pro-
cedure cannot be allowed to
continue,” said an official. The
official added that the then

i DCW chairperson, Swati Mali-

Xenophobia causing
China, Japan & India’s
‘economic woes’: Biden

Washington: President Joe
Biden has called Japan and
India “xenophobic” countri-
es that do m}t welcome immi-
grants, lumping
the two with ad-
| versaries China
and Russiaas he
tried to explain
their economic

» ‘Biased': MEA on US report
on religious freedom, P 22

» At UN, India supports full
membership for Palestine, P22

circumstances and contras-
ted thefour withtheUSon im-
migration.

The US President made the
controversial remark at a cam-
paign fundraising event Wed-
nesdayevening. Therewasno
immediate reaction from eit-
herthe Japaneseor Indiango-
VEeTrnNments. AGENCIES

» ‘Broader point’, P 14

MEA protests
China’s road in
Shaksgam Valley

New Delhi: India has registe-
red a protest with Beijing for
constructing a road in the
Shaksgam Valley, which was
ceded to China by Pakistan in
1963, asserting it is a part of
Indian territory. The MEA sa-
id India has never accepted
the so-called China-Pakistan
Boundary Agreement of 1963
through which Pakistan un-
lawfully attempted to cede the
area to China, and India has
consistently conveved its re-
jection of the same. “We have
registered our protest with
the Chinese side against ille-
gal attempts to alter facts on
the ground,” MEA said.

b ‘Reserve right...,’ P 16

Revoke ‘Tughlagi’

order, says Maliwal

Jormer DCW chief and AAP
RS MP Swati Maliwal ter-
med the LG's move “anti-wo-
man and political”. “He has is-
sued a Tughlagi order,” she sa-
id, and demanded its revoca-
tion to ensure the panel could
function properly. “If they ha-
ve anything against me, let
them put ED, CBI behind me.
Letthem putme injail,” shesa-
1d, and asked why the LG was
silent for eight vears if DCW
was doing “illegal work”. P2

wal, who had done the recruit-
ments, “kKept the recommenda-
tionsof the committee inabey-
ance”, “The same could be mo-
ved by WCD only upon her
demitting office recently” the
official said. tw

> ‘Large wregulanties P2

Enrollmg vnters
for post-poll
benefits is
bribery, says EC

New Delhi: EC Thursday di-
rected all political parties,
their members and agents to
immediately stop enrolling
or registering voters for post-
election beneficiary-orien-
ted schemes in the guise of
surveys, Themove cameahe-
ad of the third phase of Lok
Sabha electionson May 7.
Taking note of instances
of parties seeking details of

»Pandian’s bureaucrat
wife shunted out, P 13

voters, EC said it has taken a
“serious view of the corrupt
practice of bribery” under
Representation of the People
Act. Such activities “blur the
lines between legitimate sur-
veys & partisan efforts to re-
oister individuals for post
election beneficiarv-oriented
schemes”, itsaid. tun

» ‘Quid pro quo’, P 20

13-year-old defies 45 fractures,
fate to script dream T'T tale

BONES OF '‘GLASS', GIRL OF STEEL

Shiva.Gundra@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Even before she
was born, scans showed seve-
ral ‘bends’ in Vijaya Deepika
Gangapatnam’s bones. Her fat-
her says the 13-year-old is like
“glass” because of Brittle Bo-
ne Disease that has caused 45
fractures till now. Yet, her life
seems to have more steel than
olass as she turns the tables on
fate to become a star para table
tennis player: She was the vo-
ungest to win a medal at the
UTT Para Table Tennis Natio-
nal Championsghip in Indore
this March. In fact, the Secun-
derabad girl clinched silver in
singles and bronze in doubles.
The bespectacled home-
schooled girl was drawn to the

in just a bruise, but a fracture

birth. She's had 45 fractures,
needing hip & knee surgeries

> Vijaya suffers from Brittle Bone
Disease, So a fall for her doesn't result

» Her bones snapped even during her

» The pain is unbearable each time and
stays for several days. 'l rest & realise |
must be more careful,’ she says

» At 13, she was the youngest medallist
at UTT para table tennis national
championships in Indore this March

Vijaya Deepika
Gangapatnam's

dreamis towina
Paralympic medal

sport after seeing elder brot-
her Vijaytej (20) playing tennis
and fravelling for tourna-
ments. But given her condition
— unlike other teenagers her
age, afall for Vijayva doesn’t me-

anjustabruised kneeorascra-
ped elbow, but a fracture — her
father Vijav Bhaskar Raju in-
troduced Vijaya to T'T at home.

» ‘Bid to win Para medal’, P 20

Amid suspense,
Rahul veering
towards fighting
from Rae Bareli

TimEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhiis
likely to contest the Lok Sab-
ha elections from Rae Bareli,
a possible decision that may
enthuse Congress and its al-
lies in UP alike, The Waya-
nad MP was veering towards
the decision late Thursday
night, though there was no
formal announcement,

If Rahul does agree, he
willfile his papers on Friday,
the last day of nomination.
In that case, constituency
manager and Gandhi family
loyalist KL Sharma is likely
to file his nomination from
Amethi. Both seats go fo
polls on May 20 in the fifth
round of the seven-phase ge-
neral elections.

The Gandhi scion has
been hesitant
about contes-
| ting from a se-
| condseatafter
Wayanad, and
is said to have
£ | had a rethink
after agreeing on Thursday.
But the Congress top brass
apparently talked him out
of his reluctance.

If Rahul is fielded from
Rae Bareli instead of Amet-
hi, which he represented
from 2004 to 2019 before lo-
sing to Smriti Irani, a family
loyalist or old constituency
manager is expected to con-
test from Amethi. Initially,
there was talk about Privan-
ka Gandhi Vadra contesting
fromone of the seats.

Rae Bareli has been the
borough closely identified
with the family While Feroz
Gandhi represented it 1952-
27, Indira Gandhi was MP
from there from 1967 to 1984,
Sonia Gandhi was MP from
2004 to 2024,

»Wavyanad factor, P 20

Call for ‘vote jihad’
insult to democracy,
Constitution: PM

‘Pak Wants Rahul
As PM So India
Gets Weak Govt’

Anand/Rajkot: PM Modi
Thursday slammed an INDILA
bloc mnstituent g call for “vo-
te jihad™ as “an insult to de-
- ] mocracy and
Constitution™.
The PM sa-
id he found the
remark of Ma-
ria Alam, SP
candidate and
niece of Congress veteran
Salman Khurshid, at a rally
in UP all the more shocking
as it came “from a person be-
longing to an educated Mu-
slimfamily and not someone
who studied in amadrassa”.
During his Gujarat cam-
paign, the PM also pickedona
Pakistan ex-minister’'s praise
for Rahul Gandhion X asare-
flection of the neighbour’s

My father inherited
martyrdom: Priyanka

\\ hen Modi ji calls my fat-
her (Rajiv Gandhi) a
‘traitor’, he will never realise
that my father did not get ri-
chesand wealth as inheritan-
ce, he inherited martyr-
dom,” Privanka Gandhi said
at a rally in MP on Thursday
while reacting to Modi's ac-
cusation that the ex-PM had
“changed a law to take inhe-
ritancefrom hismother.” P11

“desperation to see the sheh-
zada become the next PM so
that India gets a weak govt”.
“Pakistan is weeping be-
cause Congress isdying here,”
the PM said of Pakistan Tehre-
ek-e-Insaf’'s Fawad Hussain
Chaudhry sharing a video of
the Wayanad MP & comm-
enting, “Rahul onfire...” tun

»‘Creating rift', P11

Raj Bhavan staffer accuses
Bengal guv of molestation

Kolkata: A Raj Bhavan emp-
loyee on Thursday evening fi-
led a complaint of molesta-
tion against Bengal governor
C V Ananda Bose, introdu-
cing an element of the unpre-
cedented in state politics and
pitting the Trinamool govt
and the governor's office indi-
rect conflictin the middleof a
seven-phase election season,
report Tamaghna Baner-

jee and Dwaipayan Ghosh.

The woman, Raj Bhavan
insiders said, works in the te-
lephone room and stavs at the
quarters on campus. She we-
nt to Ra) Bhavan police outpo-
st before Tpm Thursday; from

Truth shall triumph.

| refuse to be cowed
down by engineered
narratives. If anybody wants
some election benefits by
maligning me, God bless
them. But they cannot stop
my fight against corruption
and violence in Bengal

- WB govemor CV Ananda Bose

where she was taken to Hare
Street PS. PM Modi is staying
the night at Raj Bhavan and is
expected to leave for campaig-
ning in the morning,.

»‘'Won't be cowed’, P 15

SIT to charge
Prajwal with rape
as 2nd woman
alleges assault

Bengaluru: The alleged
sexual harassment and slea-
Ze videos case against for-
mer PM HD Deve Gowda's
grandson, Hassan MP Praj-
wal Revanna, took a grave
turn on Thursday with anot-
her woman al- B8
leging she also
was sexually
assaulted by
him, reports
Chaithanva
Swamy.
Based on her statement,
an SIT probing the case has
been allowed to invoke rape
charges against him under
[PC Section 376. Karnataka
home minister G Paramesh-

JD(S) MP didn't
seek nod for trip
to Germany: MEA

D(S) MP Prajwal Revanna
Idid not seek political clea-
rance from the ministrv for
his trip to Germany, said
MEA on Thursday and con-
firmed he had travelled on a
diplomatic passport. While
MEA had not issued any visa
note for him, a reciprocal pact
between two sides allows all
Indian diplomatic passport
holders to visit Germany for 3
months withouta visa. P9

wara said Prajwal was “able
to leave the country only be-
cause of the diplomatic pas-
sport issued to him by the
Centre”, He said CM Sidda-
ramaiah has written to Cent-
re seeking the revocation of
his diplomatic passport.

Calling Prajwal a “mass
rapists”, Rahul Gandhi alle-
ged he had “raped 400 wo-
men” and accused PM Modi
of endorsing him by seeking
votes for him.

»Moves court, P 16
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Revoke Order, Says Maliwal; BJP Alleges Corruption

Removal Of Contract Staff Anti-Woman Move: DCW Ex-Chief

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Former DCW chief and AAP
Rajya Sabha MP Swati Maliwal on
Thursday demanded revocation of the
order that has led to the removal of all
contractual staff from the commission.

Maliwal, who held a press conference
outside DCW’s office, while being surro-
unded by people working there, said: “I
want to tell people that currently, there
are 90 people in DCW, of which only 8 are
regular staff and the rest 82 are contrac-
tual. So, if vou remove all these workers,
how will DCW run its 181 helpline? How
will we run the rape crisis intervention.
the mahila panchyat cell? Almost every
day, DCW gets almost 500 women who se-
elk help. How will only a staff of eight be
able todo this work?" she asked.

The women and child development
(WCD) department has given different fi-
gures of the contractual hands who were
removed. It said that 52 have been sacked.

Maliwal said that among those who
had lost their jobs were survivors of hate
crime, acid attacks, domestic violence
and orphansliving in shelter homes.

She said the order was an “anti-wo-
man, political move".

Inthelasteight years, DCW has hand-
led over 1,70,000 cases, and the 181 helpli-
ne has taken over 40 lakh distress calls.
Over 60,000 sexual assault survivors we-
re counselled through the crisis inter-
vention centre, Maliwal said.

Listing several other figures about
DCW's work, she said the commission ne-
eded funds and staff. “Withdraw the order
to make sure that the commission can
function properly. If they have anything
against me, let them put ED, CBI behind
me, Let them put me in jail. But I will not

MALIWAL SAYS

If you remove all these workers,
how will DCW run its 181
helpline? How will we run the
rape crisis intervention, the
mabhila panchyat cell? How will
only a staff of eight be able to
do this work?

allow them to play with the safety and se-
curity of women and girls of the capital,”
she said.

When Maliwal was asked if the appo-
intments were indeed “illegal”, she said
that despite writing to the then LG seve-
ral times for approval to hire more staff
in DCW, there was no response and she
was forced to engage contractual wor-
kers for short durations of three months

Sanjeey Rastogi

multiple times. “While the salaries of
such workers were stopped by admini-
strative officials, some of them moved
the high court for relief. "There were or-
dersfrom high court torelease their sala-
riestill they had been engaged,” she said.

There have been allegations against
Maliwal of sitting onareport that recom-
mended the removal of the contractual
workers, On Thursday, Maliwal said the
WCD department did not have the guts to
act since thev knew there was anauthori-
ty sitting at the top of DCW who would
not allow it to happen. “If we had remo-
ved the contractual staff, our work would
have been affected. They would have then
stopped the funding, sayving the commis-
siondoesnothing,” she said.

WCD minister Atishi wrote on X that
the BJP-led central govt gives (election)
tickets to rapists and ruins the commis-
sion that fights for the rights of victimi-
sed, helpless women."”

‘Panel found large-scale
irregularities in DCW’

b Continued from P1

ant governor also approved

the proposal moved by the de-
partment to remove the contrac-
tual workers.

Accordingtotheorderissued by
the WCD department on April 29,
DCW had created 223 additional
posts in Sept 2016 and appointed
contractual staff on some of these
positions. Since the commission
gets a grant-in-aid from Delhi govt,
the WCD department informed it
through its member-secretary that
any act that entailed an additional
financial liability for the govt
without the approval of the admin-
istrative, finance and planning de-
partments and the competent au-
thority, LG, was not permitted, the
order stated.

It added that the member-secre-
tary had written to the then LG
In Nov 2016 pointing out various
inadequacies and irregularities in
the functioning of the commission
and stopped the salaries of the
contractual staff.

Ruling on the petition of one of
the affected contractual workers.
the high court directed govt to re-
lease the salaries, The then lieuten-
ant governor, however, on the basis
of an audit conducted in Deec 2016 by
the office of principal accountant
general (audit); a special audit con-

"l The official added that lieuten-

ducted by Delhigovt'sdirectorate of
audit; and a case registered by anti-
corruption branch constituted a
committee in Feb 2017 to examine
the “illegal” appointments and oth-
er alleged irregularities.

The committee, headed by the
then chief secretary, and having
principal secretary (finance), sec-
retary (law and justice)and secreta-
ry (WCD) as members, observed
there were large-scale administra-
tive and financial irregularities
and violations in the functioning
of DCW including irregular ap-
pointments, unauthorised engage-
ment of manpower, unauthorised
implementation of projects and ex-
tending of undue benefits to private
organisations.

“Taking cognisance of all these
irregularities and illegalities made
by DCW, LG has approved the pro-
posal of the department that the ap-
pointments of contractual staff en-
gaged in DCW without having sanc-
tioned posts and without following
due procedures is void ab initio and
the same cannot be allowed to con-
tinuein DCW,"” the order read.

“The approval of govt is hereby
conveyed to DCW todiscontinue the
services of all contractual statt
with immediateeffect... (appointed)
at anv point of time by going bevond
its delegated power and without fol-
lowing various procedures laid
down,” the order stated.

BJP: Why did Maliwal
not try to get new posts
sanctioned in 8 years?

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP president Virendra Sach-
deva on Thursday said that the unconstitutional,
anarchic working style of the entire AAP govt,
especially Swati Maliwal, the former chairperson
of Delhi Commission for Women, was the cause
behind the removal of contractual hands of DCW.

*It 1s shocking to see Maliwal, who was chair-
person for eight years, claiming that she had to ke-
ep contractual emplovees... as there were no regu-
lar posts,” he said. “We can understand Maliwal
neededstaff, butcansheexplain why shenevertri-
ed to get new posts sanctioned?” he asked.

He alleged that Maliwal had treated DCW as her
personal fiefdom and kept volunteers of her NGOs,
mostly from other states, for contractual jobs wit-
hout following procedures, like Arvind Kejriwal
did while employing volunteers in Delhi govt.

“0Our sources tell us that several palms got gre-
ased,” he said. “Without following any procedure,
contractual jobs were doled out and, today, when
they are being removed, AAP leaders are playing
their old blame game,” Sachdeva said. “There is
no department left where AAP leaders have not
engaged in corruption.”

BdPleader Praveen Shankar Kapoor said: “This
is AAP's old habit of blaming the LG and central
govt for everything. It cannot be that you will kKeep
practising corruption and there will be noaction.”

He said that it was “sad to see that the party
which came to power on the anti-corruption plank,
1Isengaged incorruption inevery department”.

Kapoor said that the people of Delhi would te-
ach AAP alesson in this election. “People are see-
ing how a party that used to speak against corrup-
tion is now being reprimanded every day by co-
urts for their functioning.”

Pathak to lead AAP panel AAP, Congress hold ]omt meeting to discuss strategies
to coordinate with Cong

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: AAP has formed a co-
ordination committee, with MLA
Durgesh Pathak as the state-level
coordinator, to work better with
INDIA bloc partner Congress.

The party has also appointed

will win all seven seats of Delhi.”
While the responsibility for the
New Delhi Lok Sabha constituen-
cy has been given to MLA Rajesh
Gupta, West Delhi constituency
will be looked after by MLA Na-
resh Balvan and South Delhi by
MLA Dinesh Mohaniva.

its functionaries for coor-
dination in each of the se-
ven parliamentary consti-
tuencies in Delhi. While
AAP is contesting four se-
ats in the capital — East, |
New Delhi, South and
West, Congress is fighting
in the remaining three —
North Fast, North West
and Chandni Chowk. Delhi votes
on May 25 in the sixth phase of the
Lok Sabha elections.

Pathak said, “People are upset
with BJP as their MPsdid not work
in their area. People of Delhi have
seen AAP work in Delhi and we
will ensure that there is perfect vo-
te transfer. INDIA bloc candidates

AAP functionary
Pawan Sharma has be-
en appointed coordina-
tor for Chandni Chowk
constituency and MLA
Mukesh Ahlawat is go-
ing to handle North
West Delhi. MLA Sanje-
ev Jha will take care of
North East Delhi and
MLA Dilip Pandey of East Delhi.

Pathak said, “There 1s no point
voting for BJP candidate, they dis-
appear after winning election.
Delhi govt 1s doing great work,
that is why BJP’s central govern-
ment is showing us fear of Enfor-
cement Directorate, Central Bu-
reau of Investigation.”

TinmEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Days after senior
members of Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party held a meeting to
plan a joint campaign strategy for
Delhi and Harvana, the state unit
functionaries of the two parties
met on Thursday and discussed
“strategic coordination™ on gro-
und for the North East Delhi can-
didate, Kanhaiya Kumar.

Kanhaiya, whoisbeingportra-
ved as an INDIA bloc candidate,
along with Delhi Congress’ elee-
tion management and co-ordina-
tion committee chairman Sub-
hash Chopra and former minister
Narender Nath called on AAP's
Delhistate convener Gopal Rai for
their first joint meeting for the
constituency,

Several AAP MLAs, who were
also part of the meeting, promised
to throw their weight behind Kan-
haiva, whois fighting his first elec-
tion in the capital. A former presi-
dent of JNU Students Union, Kan-
haiya is pitted against BJF's Ma-
noj Tiwari who won the last two

POLITICAL BONHOMIE: Functionaries of AAP and Congress come together

Lok Sabha elections.

Congress’ Chandni Chowk
candidate Jai Prakash Agarwal
alsoheld ameeting in Model Town
area, which was attended by AAP
MLA Akhilesh Pati Tripathi and
municipalcouncillorsof thearea.

Constituents of opposition

parties’ INDIA bloe, Congress and
AAP have joined hands in Delhi,
Harvana and Gujarat to prevent
the splitting of the non-BJP votes.
Of seven seats in Delhi, AAP is
contesting four and Congress
three. In Haryana, AAP is contes-
ting on one of 10 seats while it has

fielded its candidates on two seats
in Gujarat. The two parties, howe-
ver, are fighting against each
other in Punjab.

Kanhaiya was the first Cong-
ress candidate in the city who not
only gave as much space to the
photograph of AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal as hisown
party leader Rahul Gandhi but al-
g0 called on chief minister’'s wife
Sunita Kejriwal at her residence
to convey that they were “united
in the fight to save the democra-
cv”. The support and coordination
between the two parties was evi-
dentatthe inauguration of theelec-
tion office of Kanhaiva last week
when a large number of AAP wor-
kers, wearing white caps and ha-
ving vellow-blue stole around their
necks, attended the event.

Agarwal, too, has been proacti-
veinseekingsupportof AAPlegis-
lators who won from assembly se-
atsfalling in ChandniChowk cons-
tituency in his election campaign
and has individually met each one
of them inthe lastfew days.

Agarwal met AAP's leader of

Polling facilities across the country are better than ever
before with greater access to polling booths. But has this
led to more people doing their civic duty and turning up
to vote? Let's delve in and find out if better polling booth

access leads to a higher voter turnout.

Learn more about such relevant issues that empower you with
knowledge as you cast your vote this election season. Read on
the Dance of Democracy to stay well informed and up to date.

DANCE 0

DEMOCRACY

A fair, balanced, and comprehensive coverage

of General Elections 2024 with unmatched width
and depth, Monday - Saturday.

e S OF 1

LHANGE Begins Here

To get started with your copy of The Times of india, please call 1800 1200 004

WT.5703.2024

For further

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0032/24-25

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI

OLD ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE BUILDING,

KASHMERE GATE, DELHI-110006
Helpline No. 1800-111-400 and 1950: www.ceodelhi.gov.in

GENERAL ELECTION TO LOK SABHA 2024-NCT OF DELHI

Kind Attention: Media Persons of Delhi

(To whom authorization letter have been issued by

the Election Commission of India)

details, the

e LR

Ll TAd il CLCOTTOR PO

The Election Commission of India, in exercise of powers under Section 60
of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 has notified "media persons
of Delhi to whom authorization letter have been issued to cover polling day
activities”, as a class of persons to give vote by Postal Ballot under the
category of essential services. Accordingly, such media persons who are
electors of Delhi are entitled to vote through Postal Ballot in the ensuing
General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 in NCT of Delhi, provided they exercise
such option.

It is informed that those media persons who opt for this facility of Postal
Ballot, may apply in Form-12D through Nodal Officer Sh. Harish Kumar
Sharma, Section Officer, Directorate of Information & Publicity, GNCTD,
Block No. IX, Old Sectt., Delhi-110054 latest by 07.05.2024 The Form-12D
may be obtained from the Nodal Officer or it can be downloaded from website
of CEQ, Delhi i.e. www.ceodelhi.gov.in.

The Form-12D submitted by such media persons, after verification and
certification by the Nodal Officer (DIP), will be forwarded to the Returning
Officers of the Parliamentary Constituencies concerned. The Returning
Officer after verifying the details will send the list of eligible electors to the
Nodal Officer. Each Returning Officer will set up a Postal Voting Centre
(PVC) and communicate the details i.e. Venue, Date and Time for casting
of Postal Ballot to the Nodal Officer (DIP) for further dissemination to such
eligible media persons.

It is also to inform that the media persons who opt to vote by Postal Ballot
under the category of Absentee Voters on Essential Services (AVES) can
cast their vote only in the Postal Voting Centre (PVC) being set up by the
Returning Officers and there is no facility for sending postal ballot by post.

instruction of the Election Commission of
India dated 31.10.2023 available on the website of CEO, Delhi i
www.ceodelhi.gov.in may be referred.

(RAJESH KUMAR)
Special CEO, Delhi
For voting, your name in the Electoral Roll is mandatory

the house in MCD, Mukesh Goyal, at
his residence and discussed the
elections and had a meeting with
minister Imran Hussain in Ballima-
ran, which was followed by similar
meetings in Shalimar Bagh and Mo-
del Town assembly constituencies.
“Both Congress and Aam Aad-
mi Party have resolved to work
with complete coordination and

Several AAP MLAs, who were
part of the meeting, promised
to throw their weight behind
Congress candidate Kanhaiya

understanding in Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Delhi to ensure the victory
of all the seven candidates,” Delhi
Congress’ communications in
charge Anil Bharadwajsaid, “Both
the parties will announce one ob-
server each in all constituencies to
ensurethat theelection campaigns
are held in a smooth and effective
manner. A meeting of the co-ordi-
nation committee will be held on
Friday to draw up a roadmap for
the joint campaigns,” he added.

Gahlot campaigns for
S Delhi candidate, says
BJP MP did nothing

Pival Bhattacharjee

GEARED UP FOR THE POLLS: Minister Kailash Gahlot meets local
AAP functionaries and supporters in Lado Sarai on Thursday

about 200-250 people.

the seats at the back.

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Nestled among
the predominantly four-sto-
rey houses of Lado Sarai, an
urban village in South Delhi,
15 the panchavat room of the
village that can accommodate

Women sat in the front
rows. Elderly men, mostly
from the Jat community, filled

Six to seven chairs were in

“I got many people treated un-
der the Farishtey Scheme. This
has been due to the AAP sche-
me where weKkeep peoplefirst.”

He pointed to price rise.
“See how gas cylinders prices
have increased, but if wvou
complain about it, they (BJP)
will say you are deshdrofi (an-
ti-national).”

Lado Sarai is dominated by
Jats, mostly landowners. The
village is near II'T, JNU, ATIMS
and several coaching institutes

front of this crowd, laid out
for minister Kailash Gahlot,
AAP’s South Delhi candidate
SahiRam, MLA Naresh Yadav
and some councillors.

Gahlot, campaigning for
Sahi Ram, alleged that “the
earlier MP did no work. That
is why BJP had to change its
candidate. If Delhiites streng-
then CM Kejriwal at the Cent-
re, work will be better.” The
sitting MP is BJP's Ramesh
Bidhuri. BJP hasfielded Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri this time,

Gahlot said that “govts are
being broken by arresting op-
position leaders. The opposi-
tion is beingeliminated in the
entirecountryv. Those who spe-
ak against BJP are picked up
by ED-CBL.”

Candidate Sahi Ram said:

in nearby Kalu Sarai. It has be-
come achoice for those looking
for cheaper housing. This has
led to Jats being outnumbered
by new settlers. For some, a Jat
not being given a ticket by the
INDIA alliance was a concern.
Bablu Segywal said: “Last time,
they gave the ticket to Vijender
Singh. This time we don’t have
any representation.”

But Paramjeet Sejwal,
another Jat resident, pointed
out that “Delhi politics has
changed a lot in the past deca-
de.... We have an MLA from
the Yadav community win-
ning twice and he got a lead
fromthisvillage.”

He pointed out that altho-
ugh the village had produced
“Olympic-level swimmers”,
there was no sports facility.




< Nippon inalia Mutual Fund

Wealth sets you free

FOCUS

on the shore,
not on the
waves!

Focus on investment goals,
not market conditions.

Investing with a time-bound goal in mind makes investing stress-free. This, reduces your chances of making a wrong
decision, impacted by market ups and downs. Stay focused on your goals.

Strong processes and risk management help you achieve your goals steadily and sustainably.

An investor education and awareness initiative of Nippon India Mutual Fund
#EdgeOfKnowledge

Contact your Mutual Fund Distributor or Investment Advisor | Give us a missed call on 8000112244 | Visit mf.nipponindiaim.com/EdgeOfKnowledge

Helpful Information for Mutual Fund Investors: All Mutual Fund investors have to go through a one-time KYC (Know Your Customer) process. Investors should deal only with registered
mutual Funds, to be verified on SEBI website under ‘Intermediaries/Market Infrastructure Institutions’. For redressal of your complaints, you may please visit www.scores.gov.in. For
more info on KYC, change in various details and redressal of complaints, visit mf.nipponindiaim.com/InvestorEducation/what-to-know-when-investing

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.




THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, MAY 3,2024

-‘i
o

TIMES CITY | DANCE of DEMOCRACY

TWO CANDIDATES, PM MODI SEEMS TO BE THE FOCAL POINT: O

FORT SEEKS A VOTE AGAINST

R FOR

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

- ned Congress in 2019 after be-

ing denied a ticket by BJE fo-

und himself in the eve of a storm

with Arvinder Singh Lovely citing

his selection for the North West Del-

hiseatasoneof the reasons forquit-

ting as the party's Delhi unit presi-
dent. Excerpts from an interview:

U dit Raj, a former MP who joi-

B What are the five electoral is-
sues in your constitunency?

When [ was MP of North West
Delhiearlier, there was ademand for
Delhi Metro to be extended to Nare-
la. I sanctioned it, but my successor
did nothing about it. There is now a
demand for the train service to re-
ach Bawana and Qutubgarh, whichI
plan to fulfil. In 2018, the Mundka
Ghewra, Kirari and Narela cros-
sings remained shut for long pe-
riods. I had obtained approval foran
overbridge but that too hasn't been
constructed. Then, Kirari remains
submerged in water and the roads
are not in good condition. There is
also aneed for more colleges.

® You are talking about local is-
sues, but AAP is asking for votes
based on the CM's arrest and
BJP on Modi'simage. Haven't lo-
cal problems taken a backseat?
The PM is not asking for votes ba-
sed on issues. He is asking for votes ba-
sed on Hindu-Muslim issues and
mangalsutra. Kejriwal asks for votes
based on his work of making electrici-
tyv cheaper, layving sewer lines and star-
ting mohalla clinics. Modiji did not
fulfil any promises, whether it was
smart cities or bringing back black
money from abroad. And now he says
Congress is talking of wealth redistri-
bution. Is it possible to take money
fromoneand give it to another?

B The declaration of your name
created controversy. Arvinder
Singh Lovely, while resigning,
said the Congress cadre was
against vour candidature.
lamamassleader WhenlwasMP
in 2014-2019, T adopted four villages. I

Rajesh Melita

UDIT RAJ 5AYS

Dialogue process is on.
There is full cooperation
from AAP, which has a
disciplined cadre. We will
win all seven seats

was top performer as MP in different
surveys. Deepak Babaria (AICC ge-
neral secretary in charge of Delhi) is
the right man for the capital. A per-
son with a history of leaving Cong-
ress, then returning and again dama-
ging the party should keep quiet.

B Won't the resignation of the
state president at this juncture
affect the campaign?

Last month, the state president
wasn't even able to book advertise-
ments; the district presidents were
against him. Is this the time for the sta-
te president to blackmail the party?
Hats off to Babaria for accepting there-
signation. Lovely and some Congress
leaders used to sit with a BJP leader
and make plans to sabotage our partw

B Whatis vour opinion about vo-
ur rival candidate?

His prospects have been worse-

ned by the last BJP MP (Hans Raj
Hans) not doing any work in five are-
as, You will, however, meet numero-
us people who will tell you about the
work [ did in the constituency.

B How do vou coordinate with
AAP and how do-
es joint campaig-
ning work?

By now, coordi-

TOI INTERVIEW

SEAT | NORTH WEST DELHI

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

lor and mayor Yogender

Chandoliva to replace high-
profile Hans Raj Hans from the
North West Delhi constituency
this election. Chandoliva, a long ti-
me party worker, is banking on PM
Narendra Modi's image and the
work done by central govi toretain
theseat forhis party Excerptsfrom
an interview:

B JP has chosen former council-

B What are the electoral issues
in vour constituency?

The voters in North West Delhi
want Delhi Metro connectivity to be
extended to Narela and from Badlito
Siraspur up to Bawana and Auchan-
di. I will ensure the rail network rea-
ches Narela and Palla. Another is-
sue is Kirari having no outflow for
rainwater or sewage. There have
even been deaths due to drowning
there. There's also the issue of the
MLA local area development funds
that no one knows where it has been
used. Then there aredemands for ra-
ilway overbridges in different loca-
tions and for wo-
men’s colleges. A
sports university
was  announced,

nation committees

and block-level committees should
have been formed, but Lovely tried
to sabotage the campaign by delibe-
rately not doing so. They wanted to
paralyse Congress from within.
Now a dialogue process is on. There
is full cooperation from AAP, which
has a disciplined cadre, We will win
all seven seats.

B What do yvou think of so many
leaders leaving the Congress in
Delhi?

There was a time when anyone
nominated by Congress won becau-
se it was a powerful party. After win-
ning, even mediocre individuals be-
came powerful. They built big hou-
sesand businesses all because of the
party. But now when the partv needs
them, they blackmail the high com-
mand. It the opportunists exit, the
party will be strong again.

but even the buil-
ding is not ready, so I have to pursue
the matter. People in the village also
want the revival of waterbodies,
which are in a bad condition.

B OQutgoing MP Hans Raj Hans
has been criticised for not being
visible in the past five vears. Are
vou facing a backlash?

Had the MP been a political per-
son, then he would not have had a
problem. There are issues, of cour-
se, but when I visit the village, peo-
ple tell me they will vote for Modiji.
[ do not matter in this election, Na-
rendra Modi does.

B Why did the party decide not
to renominate six of Delhi’s se-
ven MPs?

BJP follows a process. There is
no taint on the leaders who have
not been given a ticket again. Peo-

BJP Has Not Done Any | Do Not Matter, PeOpIe
Work In 5 Yrs: Udit Raj Want Modi: Chandoliya

Sanjeey Rastogl

CHANDOLIYA SAYS

If he (Udit Raj) had worked
when he was BJP MP, the
party would have retained
him. But Modiji wants
people who work

ple who did not get nominated have
been given big responsibilities. Ra-
mesh Bidhuriji is working in UPR,
Parvesh Vermaji in Rajasthan,
Hans Raj Hansji is contesting from
Faridkot in Punjab. There were
many aspirants, but when I got the
ticket did you see any protests? In
Congress, the whole state unit
was against the candidacies of
Udit Raj and Kanhaiva Kumar
This proves the election is happe-
ning in Modi's name and it doesn’t
matter who is contesting,

® How do vou view vour Cong-
ress opponent?

If he had worked when he was
BJPMP, the party would have retai-
ned him. But Modiji wants people
who work. Udit Raj’s ideology
changed when he waswith BJE It's
good to be an Ambedkarite, it's go-
od to talk about Dalits. But a caste-

ist agenda creates a gap in society.

B AAP's main issue is the
chief minister’s arrest while
yvou are sayving this election is
to retain Modi as PM. Aren't
constituency issues being un-
derplaved then?

These are national elections,
not municipal or assembly polls.

B You have been a three-time co-
uncillor and a mayor and have
been in politics for a long time.
How have elections changed
over the vears?

1 rose through the ranks, star-
ting at the bottom. I was appointed
to several posts. In 1993, when OP
Kohli was BJP Delhi president, I
was in his team as secretary. | have
also been in the party's Yuva
Morcha and SC Morcha. So, I have
learned how to coordinate with
party workers. We all know how to
get work in the system. We have
mandal pramukhs and shakti
kendra pramukhs. We have a well-
oiled machinery that neither AAP
nor Congress does. Half the
election is fought on the table by
planning and half on the ground.
If one only fights with the focus
on one element, then the contest is
not properly fought,

As amenities go
south, infra issues
take centre stage

Privangi Agarwal &
Ridhima Gupta | T

New Delhi: For most people,
the South Delhi parliamenta-
ry constituency appears a
posh expanse, In reality, ex-
cept for a few upscale areas,
the constituency is dotted
with urban villages, unautho-
rised colonies, slums, resett-
lement colonies and a rural
belt near the Harvana border

The battle here between
BJP's Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
and AAP’'s Sahi Ram is certa-
in to be over as varied issues
as the constituency’s demog-
raphy. Of the 22 8 lakh voters,
31.'.-’% are OBCs, 16. 6% SCs,

% Gujjars, 7. 7% Brahmins
and 7%, Muslims. Their de-
mands related to a range of
subjects, from road conges-
tion and water supply to in-
frastructure development,
govt subsidies and protection
from demolitions.

For Anantmala Potdar, 61,
who has lived in Saket for 35 ye-
ars now, civic amenities are top
of the mind. “Saket was plotted
for single houses, but four-sto-
rey buildings have come up.
And though the population has
increased massively, the basic
amenities remain the same,”
Potdar noted. “The drainage
system and sewage are old and
not adequate for today’s needs.”

Rakesh Dabas, president
of the Federation of RWAs Sa-
ket, added that their long-pen-
ding demand for a flyover to
decongest the roads and com-
munity centre remained un-
fulfilled. *“Political parties
hardly work for the middle
class. They think we don't go
out and vote,” he said.

In Vasant Kunj, voters are
aggrieved about poor infrast-
ructure and read congestion.
Alkhil Kumar, 37, of Sector D,
Vasant Kunj, who travels tothe
north for work every day, frets
about the traffic inconvenien-
ce. “The city traffic seems to be
worsening. This is one of the
key urban issues that govt has
to address.” Kumar said. Peo-
ple of Chhatarpur too raised
the matter of road congestion.
Police data in 2022 had located
the most congestion points in
the city in South district (14),
followed by East (10), West (10)
and North districts.

Inthemany informal colo-
nies in the constituency, both
AAP and BJP are promising
regularisation as well as civic
amenities. Deepshika Chau-
han, who resides in Mehrauli
village just a short distance

from the area’s uber luxury
retail streteh, said, “The AAP
govt has repaired roads here
and made electricity and bus
rides free.” Bus driver Babu
Ram interjected with “Every-
one knows Modi is the only fit
candidate for PM." This
sharpdivisioninopinionisin
evidence everywhere,

While confectioner Kishan
Kant, 55, is sure that “jitegi toh
BJP hi” due to Modi and Harde-
ep Singh Bhalla, president,
Western Avenue RWA, Sainik
Farms, is assured that BJP can-
didate Ramvir Singh Bidhuri
will resolve their water, draina-
ge, road maintenance and sani-
tation issues, Vandana, a do-
mestic worker in Jaitpur, Ba-
darpur, asserted, “I have been
listening to such promises for
two decades. Nothing has
changed.” Praveen Kumar at
Sangam Vihar declared he wo-
uld voteforthe party that would
give the locality water connec-
tions, sewer lines and roads.

At Lado Sarai, originally a
Jat village, there are many Po-
orvanchali workers and stu-
dents. Rajneesh, asalesexecuti-
ve for a private company, said,
“People who come from outside
Delhi and live on rent here are
ienored by the state and central
govts. In the last polls, AAP pro-
mised us prepaid electricity
meters without the need of an
NOC from the landlord, but not-
hing hashappened.” Paramjeet
Sejwal complained about the
lack of parking space.

The slums of Kalkaji—.JJ
Camp, Gandhi Camp, Nehru
Camp, Bhoomiheen Camp,
Navijeewan Camp and Karpo-
ori Thakur Camp — have dif-
ferent needs. As Bobby 32,
who has grown up in Bhoomi-
heen Camp, says, “Life in the
gslums means fighting for hou-
se, water and hygiene. Here,
we are scared that if BJP co-
mes to power, our houses will
be demolished like half of the
Bhoomiheen Camp was.
Thanks are due to AAP which
gave us free electricity and
better education in the govt
school for my kKid.” Thereisa
similar anxiety in Tughlaqga-
bad, where in May last vear,
large-scale demolitions had
rendered hundreds of slum
dwellers homeless,

In the high-rise Himgiri
apartments nearby homema-
ker Himani Dutta, 35, has
another worry, “While the ci-
tv has seen good develop-
ment, there is a lot of work to
be done in tackling air pollu-
tion,” she said.
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Modi factor vs WATER
Kejriwal’s work In South Delhi,

The constituency, which has water still remains
been a BJP winning ground for a major woe among

the last two consecutive Lok
Sabha elections, is likely to
witness a balanced fight, with
a section of voters choosing

BJP because of the Modi factor,

while the others, mostly from other upscale planned areas raised
economically weaker sections, areas of the issues like traffic

likely to opt for AAP for its constituency also congestion, parking and
freebie policy face the crisis encroachment
PROMISES

RAMVIR SINGH BIDHURI | BJP } SAHI RAM | AAP

We are telling people about the work | will have to ensure DDA provides
done by PM Narendra Modi land to construct a hospital and

for Delhi. | have raised the
matter before the Union
ministry of housing and
urban affairs. Hardeep
Singh Puri will regularise

voters. While the
issue mostly plagues
unauthorised
residential areas,
including JJ) camps,

67 unuathorised colonies get unauthorised
in South Delhi colonies
constituency regularised

10,16, 8095 12,60,595

9 seats went to AAP and 1 (Badarpur) went to
BJP in 2020 assembly polls

100+

Highest margin | 40.8%
Vijay Kumar Malhotra (then in Bharatiya Lok
Dal) defeated Charanijit Singh (INC) in 1977

Lowest margin | 1.3%
Charanjit Singh INC(]) defeated
Vijay Kumar Malhotra (then in
Janata Party) in 1980

schools. In South Delhi, the
village population is interested
in sports, for which | will get

a stadium built. Further,
there is a need to

MEN .TRAH SGEH DERS

335

Badarpur

]

VOTERS'
AGE PROFILE

124

Two former Delhi CMs - Sushma
Swaraj (1996, 1998) and Madan
Lal Khurana (1989, 1991) - fought
Lok Sabha elections from

South Delhi and won

INFRASTRUCTURE

Among voters in the
constituency, many

i highlighted the lack of
basic civic amenities
that they don't get due
to the unauthorised
status of their colonies.
Other residents from

Kanhaiya asks
for people’s
feedback via
WhatsApp

Tirmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress’ North
East Delhicandidate Kanhaiya
Kumar has sought feedback
from the voters on problems
plaguing the area and facilities
they want in the constituency.

In a video message that is
being circulated among the
publicof the constituency thro-
ugh various social media chan-
nels, Kanhaiya has given a mo-
bile number and has urged peo-
ple to send their video messa-
ges listing what they think
should be included in his elec-
tion manifesto. He said it was
important for democracy that
all decisions were taken with
the participation of people,

“Whatever vou think are
the issues in the constituency
which vou face every day, you
can share with me directly”
Kanhaiyasaid in his videomes-
sage. “Share the injustice vou
face and we will include it in the
‘nyaya patra’ we are making for
the constituency... it will not be
my manifesto, it should be your
manifesto,” he added.

In a text message accompa-
nying the video, the Congress
candidate alleged that North
East Delhi was lagging behind
in terms of development due to
the "negligence” of the sitting
MPE “Our aim is to bring it at
par with the developed areas of
Delhi by 2029. We need vour
participation to achieve this
gpal,” Kanhaiva said.

“Participation is the first
steptowards Mahatma Gandhi’s
dream of Swaraj. Only partici-
pation can ensure the all-round
development of even the person
standing at the last rung. So let’s
improveour beloved region with
participation,” he added.

The candidates of all the
parties may release constituen-
cyv-specific manifestos this ti-
me. While the BJP candidates
have already started releasing
their individual ‘sankalpa pat-
ras’, Congressand AAP functio-
naries said their candidates wo-
uld come up with the manifes-
tos after filing the nominations.

_ BJP’s Sehrawat files papers,
57 in the fray in Delhi now

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP's West Delhi
candidate Kamaljeet Sehra-
wat and BSP's South Delhi
candidate Abdul Basit were
among the 15 candidates to file
their nominations for the Lok
Sabha elections on Thursday:

Returning officers received
23 nominations, inclduing se-
ven for the reserved constituen-
cy of North West Delhi, six for
West Delhi and four for North
East Delhi. No nomination was
received for East Delhi parlia-
mentary constituency. Officers
said 72 sets of documents had
been received from 57 candida-
tes in the capital sofar,

With threemore days left for
filing nominations, officials sa-
id more rush was likely at each
office on Friday and Saturday.
While more candidates from
BJP and Congress are likely to
submit their papers on Friday,
AAP candidates will file their
documents on Saturday,

The roads of West Delhi
witnessed a major traffic snarl
as BJP’s Sehrawat led a caval-
cade of cars and two-wheelers
to the office of the returning
officer to submit the docu-
ments supporting her candi-
dature. She was accompanied
by Union minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, Rajasthan chief
minister Bhajan Lal Sharma,
Delhi election in-charge Om
Prakash Dhankar and Delhi
BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva.

Before starting her jour-
ney to the office of the district
magistrate of West, Sehrawat
visited a temple in her village
Ambrahi. Her roadshow star-
ted from BJP’s election office
in Vikaspuri. It took her
cavalcade more than three ho-
urstocover a small distance of
afew Kilometres.

Puri said West Delhi cons-
tituency was a symbol of the
countrywide development un-
dertaken by Prime Minister

Constituency | West Delhi

Himachal Pradesh University
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Narendra Modi's govt and had
seen a number of projeects co-
ming up in the last 10 years.
*Yashobhumi Complex,
UBR-2 road project in Dwarka
and the construction of seve-
ral sports stadiums show how
Maodi govt has brought world-
class development to West Del-
hi,"” said the Union minister:
After filing her nomina-
tion, Sehrawat said her self-
confidence had increased after
witnessing the support and af-
fection from people. “The en-
thusiasm and excitement of
workers and voters shown in
this roadshow assures that
everyone's blessings and sup-
port are with PM Narendra
Modiand me,” she said.
Meanwhile, the chief elec-

toral office has introduced an
innovative initiative, ‘Sankalp
Patra’, to boost parental enga-
gement in the electoral pro-
cess, “As part of this initiative,
schools will distribute pledge
letters to the parents through
students, encouragingthemto
exercise their voting rights in
the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions in 2024. These pledge let-
ters will serve as amoral impe-
tus, urging parents to cast the-
ir votes,” Delhi CEO P Krish-
namurthy said.

“With 25-28 lakh students
enrolled in over 5,000 schools
across Delhi, the Sankalp Pat-
rainitiative is poised tomakea
significant impact on electoral
participation and democratic
consciousness,” he added.

Man held for sharing Yogi deepfake

video but downloaded it from a social media plat-
form, tagged the official X handles of BJP, and of-

Times News NETWORK

Noida: A Barolaresident wasarrested by the spe-
cial task foree for allegedly sharing a deepfake
video of chief minister Yogi Aditvanathon X.
Shyam Gupta, who uses the ID @shyam-
guptarpswa, shared a video on Wednesday;
purportedly showing the CM speakingataral-
Iy Referring to the mangalsutra speech of PM
Modi, Adityanath appears to be enquiring
about the widows and families of soldiers who
died in the Pulwama attack of Feb 2019.
*Brothers and sisters, I also want to ask Mo-
what happened to the mangalsutras of
the widows of soldiers who were martyred in
Pulwama? What happened to their families and
their widows,” the CM appears to be saying.
Gupta, who claimed he hadn’t created the

diji...

fices of the PMand CM. Several comments on the
post said the video had been generated with Al

RK Mishra, additional SP (Noida zone) of
UP STF, said they were trying to find out the
source of the doctored video.

“OnMay]l, an Al-generated videoof the UP
chief minister was shared by the 1D @shyam-
guptarpswa. It coniained anti-national ele-
ments and threatened to spread misinforma-
tion,” he added.

Mishra said a case had been registered
against Gupta at Cyber Crime police station
under sections 468 (forgery for cheating) and
505 (2) (statement conducting to public mis-
chief) of the IPC and provisions of the Infor-
mation Technology Act.
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What Is Keeping Heatwave At Bay?

5 Western Disturbances & Counting

Unlike Many Parts Of Country, Delhi Has Seen Mercury Crossing 40°C Just Once
STRONG WINDS, CLEAR SKIES HELP

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Parts of the co-
untry arerecording severe he-
atwave conditions with some
stations touching 47 degrees
Celsius, but the mercury in
Delhi has remained below 40
degrees Celsius, except for
oneday, sofar thisseason. Del-
hi, which witnesses most he-
atwaves from April’s third we-
ek to first week of June, has
not seen any such day sofar,

Met officials said strong
winds and cloudy skies under
the influence of five western
disturbances in April did not
let the temperature rise hig-
her. The maximum tempera-
ture in summer till now has
mostly seen temperatures
around normal or slightly
above normal. The highest
maximum temperature was
4().5 degrees Celsius on April
27, shows India Meteorologi-
cal Department’s data.

“April this year saw five
western disturbances. No
significant amount of rain-
fall was recorded due to these
western disturbances, but
there was cloudiness and
strong winds on many days,
which prevented a rise in
temperature. A dust storm
was also seen on a few days,”

No. of heatwaves recorded at Safdarjung
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did not let temperature to rise
» Peak season for heatwave is

to first week of June

interior Karnataka

» Delhi is yet to record a heatwave this season
» Five western disturbances in April

recorded from third week of April

Heatwave to severe heatwave conditions are
being recorded in some areas of Gangetic West
Bengal, east Bihar, east Jharkhand, sub-Himalayan
West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat region,
Konkan & Goa, Madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
& Karaikal, south coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Telangana and

*Till May 2

is unlikely in
Delhi for the

next few
days
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Criteria for heatwave

IMD defines a heatwave day when the
maximum is 4.5 degrees and above normal
temperature and the maximum is at least

40 degrees Celsius. A heatwave is also
considered if maximum temperature touches
45 degrees Celsius or above. A ‘severe’
heatwave is declared when the maximum is
6.5 degrees and above normal

said Kuldeep Srivastava, sci-
entistand head, Regional We-
ather Forecasting Centre,
IMD. He added that another
western disturbance would
start impacting the region

from Friday and it would ke-
ep the temperature around
normal for afew days.

In summer 2023, no heat-
wave was seen at Safdarjung,
which is the city’s base sta-

tion, but parts of Delhi were
under the grip of heatwave
for three to five days. 2022
saw the longest streak of he-
atwaves with nine such days
in April and four in May at

Safdarjung. However, the
summer of 2021 was different
as 1t recorded one heatwave
each in March and June and
nil in April and May Heatwa-
ves are largely reported in
Apriland May, but March and
June also record heatwaves,
shows IMD’s data.

The met department’s fo-
recastshowsthatheatwaveis
unlikely over Delhi for the
nextseven days. However, the
met department has predic-
ted severe heatwave to heat-
wave conditions in parts over
Gangetic West Bengal, east
Bihar, east Jharkhand, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal,
Odisha, Gujarat Region,
Konkan & Goa, Madhva Ma-
harashtra, Marathwada, Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry & Ka-
raikal, south Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Ravalaseema, Te-
langana and interior Karna-
taka in the next two days.

IMD defines a heatwave
day when the maximum is 4.5
degrees and more above nor-
mal temperature and the
maximumisatleast40degre-
es Celsius. A heatwave isalso
considered if maximum tem-
perature touches 45 degrees
Celsius or above. A ‘severe’
heatwave is declared when
the maximum is 6.5 degrees
and more above normal.

Rain likely tomorrow, but mercury may touch 40°C

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Persistent windy condi-
tions in Delhi prevented a significant ri-
sein the maximum temperature, which
increased only by 2-3 degrees Celsius.
The minimum temperature too drop-
ped below 20 degrees Celsius on the day
wind speed reached up to 38kmph.
India Meteorological Department’s
(IMD) forecast indicates an increase of
4-5 degrees over the next three davs.
Although there is a chance of rainfall
around Saturday, the day temperature
might still reach 40 degrees Celsius.

On Thursday, the maxi-
mum temperature was 35.5
degrees Celsius, four not-
ches below normal, against
33.7 degrees Celsius a day
parlier; The minimum tem-
perature was 193 degrees
Celsius, five notches below
normal, against 21 degrees

Celsius a day earlier,

The clear sky during night allowed
the heat from radiating earth to escape
the outer atmosphere thus dropping
the minimum temperature, an IMD
scientist said, adding that the heat will

AQI RECORDED IN
CITY ON THURSDAY
AGAINST 198 A

DAY EARLIER

Fix fecal coliform issues at
STPs: Ganga mission to DJB

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi; National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga has
written to Delhi Jal Board
(DJB), askingit toensure pro-
per sewage treatment, disin-
fection and control of fecal
coliform at its sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs), especial-
Iy those funded by NMCG.
The letter also directed DJB
to address the problem of fecal
coliform, a pollutant indicating
the presence of raw sewage and
human excreta, in the next high-
level committee meeting on the
Yamuna under the chairmans-
hip of Delhichief secretary.
The direction came after
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) took suo motu cognisan-
ceof aTOIreportabout 75% of
the city's STPs being unable to
treat fecal coliform, which is
causingenvironmental impact
and making the Yamuna stink.
Referring to the Feb%report,
“Why 75% of Delhi'sSTPsaren’t
ready to tackle Yamuna stink”,
the NGT bench headed by
chairperson Justice Prakash
sShrivastava sought explana-
tions from the member-secreta-
ry of Delhi Pollution Control
Committes (DPCC), Central Pol-

NMCG also highlighted
that it had extended
financial support for the
functioning of some of
the STPs under the
Namami Gange project

lution Control Board (CPCB),
DJB CEOQ, director-general of
NMCG, and secretary of Union
environment ministry

NMCG has directed DJB to
take necessary measurestoen-
sure compliance of all STPs.
“It is alleged that about 75% of
the STPs have no or insuffici-
ent disinfecting equipment.
Hence, outlets of STPs are ha-
ving high coliform and fecal
coliform counts as perareport
dated 12.02.2024 submitted by
CPCBtoNGT,”" NMCG pointed
out in its report submitted to
NGT on May 1. Out of the 19
STPs monitored by CPCB du-
ring Dec 2023-Jan 2024, only
three — Delhi Gate phase-11,
Keshopur phase-Ill, Okhla
phase-VI — were meeting the
fecal coliform norm, it added.

NMCG alsohighlighted that
it had extended financial sup-
portfor the functioning of some
of the STPs under the Namami

Gange project. and DJB, being
the executing agency, must en-
sure that they comply with fecal
coliform standards. These are
STPs at Coronation Pillar, Rit-
hala, Kondli and Okhla.

All these projects have
provision for treatment of fe-
cal coliform and disinfection
as per the required stan-
dards, NMCG pointed out.
“Any issue with compliance
may be reported to NMCG."

According to DPCC, the
desirable limit for fecal coli-
form in the Yamuna is 500
most  probable number
(MPN)/100ml, while the max-
imum permissible is 2,500,
For STPs, it shouldn’t be mo-
re than 5.000 MPN /100ml.

The TOI report had high-
lighted that a majority of the
STPs had nofacility for bacte-
rial disinfection through eit-
her chlorination, UV treat-
ment or ozonation, despite a
previous NGT order:

According to the bacterio-
logical analysis reports avai-
lable with TOI, the fecal coli-
form levels at one such major
STP throughout Jan 2024 we-
re 140 crore MPN/100ml, whi-
le at two others, it was 24,000
crore and 460 crore,

mtensify as wind speed de-
creases over next few days.
“Thewindspeedreaching
up to 38kmph on Thursday
barred the maximum tempe-
rature from rising drastical-
ly... There are chances of
dust storm or thunderstorm
towards Saturday evening,
with possibility of drizzleat one
or two places. However, this will not im-
pact theday temperature,” said Kuldeep
sSrivastava, senior scientist, IMD.
IMD’s data shows that April log-
gedjust 7.0 mmrainfall asagainst the

month's normal of 16.3 mm. It wasa
rain deficit of 54%. The city had seen
deficit rainfall in March too. March
recorded only 4.3 mm rainfall, ma-
kingitaraindeficit of 75%.

IMD expects the maximum tem-
perature to reach 40 degrees Celsius
by Saturday. The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures on Friday are lik-
ely to hover around 38 and 20 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

Meanwhile, city's air quality re-
mained moderate. The air guality in-
dex, on a scale of 0 to 500, was 196 on
Thursday against198 a day earlier.

PM2.5, PMIO levels down
between 2018 and 2023:
Environment dept to NGT

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi environ-
ment department has infor-
med National Green Tribunal
(NGT) that the annual PM2.5
concentrationsaw areduction
from 128 micrograms per cu-
bic metre in 2018 to 106 micro-
grams per cubic metre in 2023,

The report, dated April
22, stated that Delhi witnes-
sed a reduction of 17% in
PM2.5 levels in 2023 in com-
parison to 2018 and a 22% re-
duction in PM10 levels.

The report, which has be-
en submitted to the tribunal,
said the PMIO levels was 216
micrograms per cubic metre
in 2023 as against 277 micro-
grams per cubic metre in 2018.

The tribunal is hearing a
matter related tocities recor-
ding higher Air Quality In-
dex({AQI.NGTin Febthis ve-
ar had directed 53 cities,
which record high AQI, to
submit reports on contribu-
tion by each polluting source
in terms of identified pollu-
tant (PM10/PM2.5) as per so-
urce apportionment and pro-
gressive reduction on acco-
unt of measures taken,

The environment depart-
ment in its report cited the
source apportionment study
conducted by HT-Kanpur in
2016. The study stated that se-
condary particles, biomass
burning, vehicles and soil
androad dustare major sour-
ces of pollution in Delhi.

Ananalysisof data submit-
ted by the department shows
that the city’'s PM2.5 concentra-
tion in 2023 was 2.5 times hig-
her than the national ambient
air quality standard (NAAQS)
and 21 times higher than the
World Health Organization's
safe limit. The annual NAAQS
for PM2.5 is 40 micrograms per
cubicmetreand WHO sannual
safe limit for PM2.5 is five mi-
crograms per cubic metre,

Dipankar Saha, former he-
ad of Central Pollution Cont-
rol Board’s air laboratory, sa-
id, “Reduction of PM2.5 in
termsof massweightisagood
progress and the credit goesto
all, including regulators and
public in general. However, it
would be much better if we
are able to demonstrate how
much toxic components wit-
hin mass PM2.5 has been re-
duced over the years”,

What is a forest, really? On Haryana govt’s

table for the first

Ipsita.Pati@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: Harvana has for the
first time come up with crite-
ria to define a ‘forest’ —a move
that could pave the way for a
long-pending exercise to iden-
tify areas, particularly in the
Aravalis, that will get legal pro-
tection either under Supreme
Court orders or provisions of
the Forest Conservation Act.

A forest official told TOI
on Thursday thataccording to
the proposal submitted by the
forest department to the state
govt, an area with “5 hectares
or more of uninterrupted for-
est-like elements” will be rec-
ognised as a ‘deemed forest’.

If the state govt approves
the proposal, the forest depart-
ment will form committees in
every district to identify
deemed forests. “As per the
proposal. aminimum of 5 hec-
tares of continuous patch will
be considered as deemed for-
est if it has forest-like ele-
ments,” the official said.

Harvana's move comes af-
ter the Supreme Court on Feb
19told the Centreand all states
to go by the broader “dictio-

nary definition” of forest as
given in its 1996 ruling in the
TN Godavarman vs Union of
India case, irrespective of last
vear's amendments in the For-
est{Conservation) Actthat de-
fined afresh what would be
treated as a forest.

The FCA amendment ex-
cluded all areas that were not
recorded or identified as ‘for-
est’ in govt records as of Oct
25, 1980. This change, experts
had said, violated the 1996 SC
ruling that defined forest as
per dictionary meaning and
not necessarily areas based on
official records.

The top court in its Feb or-
der also directed that all states
must forward to the Union en-
vironment ministry reports
made by expertcommittees af-
ter the 1996 ruling. These com-
mittees were supposed to iden-
tify all forests under thedictio-
nary definition, but compli-
ance lacks 27 vears on.

TOI had reported in
March that Haryana govt
formed a committee in 1997 to
identify and record ‘deemed
forest’ but the norms weren't
followed. The panel worked

File photo
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According to the proposal submitted by the forest department to
state govt, an area with *five hectares or more of uninterrupted
forest-like elements’ will be recognised as a ‘deemed forest’

for a few months but never
published a report or submit-
ted it to the environment min-
istry, a govi source had said.

Asked why it was coming
up with criteria when the Su-
preme Court had already giv-
en a definition, the forest offi-
cial said on Thursday that all
states have different types of
forests and will need to come
up with their own set of rules
that make a forest.

“Large patches of Aravalis
will be included in this exer-

cise. The criteria have been
made considering forest cate-
gories of Haryana, including
sub-tropical thorny forest of
Aravalis, tropical dry decidu-
ous forest and subtropical pine
forest areas,” the official added.

Coming up with criteria is
then the first step to identify
‘deemed forest’ and give it pro-
tection under FCA, which bars
construction and human activ-
ities, the forest department said.

*We are awaiting govt's ap-
proval to begin the process of

time, criteria to define it

demarcating ‘deemed forest’
category. We are optimistic
about receiving the nod soon
since the matter is in the Su-
preme Court,” sald Pankaj
Goyal, principal chief conser-
vator of forests, Harvana.

The exercise is crucial for
Haryana as it has the lowest
forestcover-just3.6% of itsar-
ea - among all Indian states.
This is partially because over
half of the Aravalis — more
than1lakhhectares-inHarya-
na are not recognised as for-
ests. Instead, Aravali lands are
owned by panchayats, urban
bodies or private owners, The
only Aravali areas protected
by FCA are those notified un-
der the Punjab Land Preserva-
tion Act{PLPA)and the Arava-
1i Notification of 1992,

In April this year, Harvana
govt submitted to the environ-
ment ministry data about re-
serve forests, protected forests,
wildlife sanctuaries, national
parks, PLPA land, and Aravali
plantations, but not all forest ar-
easunder dictionary definition.

Experts underscored the
importance of identifying for-
estsin Haryana.

Harrow School, UK, one of the world’s most
elite schools, is the alma mater of numerous
Prime Ministers, Nobel Laureates and members
of royal families. In 2023, International
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Former AAP minister
meets Saxena, alleges
irregularities in govt

New Delhi: Days after his resignation as a minister
in AAP govt, Patel Nagar MLA Raaj Kumar Anand
on Thursdav submitted a memorandum to LG VK
Saxena, alleging widespread irregularities prevai-
ling in social welfare, SC/ST welfare and labour de-
partments and in Delhl Commission for Women,
which. he claimed. he had seen himself.

Noreaction was available from AAP govt.

Anand had held six portfolios in CM Arvind Kej-
riwal’s govt, which included the three departments
he also mentioned in a post on social media. Techni-
cally, Anand is still aminister, as hisresignation lies
in CM's office while Kejriwal is injail.

Inhismemorandum to LG, Anand said he had resig-
ned due to “prevalent excessive corruption”™ in Delhi
govt. Healleged that he “came face to face with fraud be-
ing run in the name of the poor” of Delhi and lies that
were peddled to cover the wrong-doings. Anand has al-
leged flouting of reservation normes for SC, ST and OBC
in reservation of seats in govt employment and in the
appointments as consultants, experts and fellows.

The MLA also alleged that due finances to the
MCD for paving sanitation workers were “delibera-
tely withheld by Delhi govt, causing huge suffering
to this mostly Dalit section of employees™,

He also alleged that only a fraction of money col-
lected as labour cess was spent for the welfare of la-
bourers in 2023-24, but a huge amount given to “ghost
beneficiaries™ in 2021-22.

“Ttcametomy attention asminister that thousands
of crores of rupees from the SC welfare fund has rema-
ined unspent and has even been diverted for other acti-
vities over the past nine years,” he alleged, seeking an
mvestigation to identify the diverted and misused bud-
get and allocate it towards SC welfare schemes.

AIIMS death by suicide: Two
nursing tutors sent on leave

New Delhi: A day after ATIMS nursing students took out
a protest march to demand justice for a 21-year-old BSc
Hons second-yearnursing student who allegedly died by
suicide in her hostel room on Tuesday, her two tutors ha-
ve been asked to go on leave until the inquiry is over,

The studenis had written aletter to the institute’s
director demanding the "urgent” suspension of the
responsible teachers (names withheld) and compen-
sation of Rs1 crore to the victim’s family members.
Besides, they are providing a photocopy of the suici-
de note written by the victim.

Media cell in-charge Dr Rima Dada said, “the tu-
tors have been told to go on leave, pending inquiry.”

In their complaint to the director, BSc second-ve-
ar nursing students alleged that the tutor at the Col-
lege of Nursing repeatedly humiliated the victim in
front of the entire batch.

Such behaviour is unaceceptable and must be add-
ressed promptly, they said, demandinga thorough in-
vestigation into the circumstances leading to their
batchmate's death. Additionally, they sought acco-
untability and reform within the college to prevent
such tragedies in the future. Tw

Correction

Inthe May 1, 2024, edition of The Timesof India, Del-
hi, the assets of BJP's East Delhi candidate Harsh
Deep Malhotra’'s wife were inadvertently mentioned
as Rs 26.6 crore, instead of Rs 26.6 lakh. The error is
deeply regretted.

Excise policy case:
HC to hear Sisodia’s
bail petition today

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Former Delhi deputy chief mi-
nister Manish Sisodia approached the high
courton Thursday and sought bail in the ca-
ses lodged by the Central Bureau of Investi-
zation and Enforcement Directorate in con-
nection with the alleged excise policy scam.

A bench of Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma islikely to hear his bail plea on Fri-
day Sisodia moved HC following a trial co-
urt'sorder rejecting his petition on April 30.

Lawvyersfor the Aam Aadmi Party func-
tionary mentioned the matter before a
bench of Acting Chief Justice Manmohan
and Justice Manmeet PS Arora, seekingan
urgent hearing, which agreed to list the
same for Friday.

“Let the judge go through the file. So let
it come tomorrow,” the court told the advo-
cates representing Sisodia as they submit-
ted that the petitioner is an MLA and requ-
ested that both the petitions on ED and CEl
cases seeking bail be listed urgently.

The trial court had dismissed Sisodia’s
plea in the corruption and money-launde-
ring cases lodged by CBI and ED, respective-
Iy while noting that he has been “filing one
or other application/making oral submis-
sions frequently, some of them frivolous,
that tooon a piecemeal basis, apparentlvasa
concerted effort for accomplishing the sha-
red purpose of causingdelay inthe matter.”™

Sisodia had argued that despite an assu-
rance before the Supreme Court last vear
that the trial would conclude in six-eight
months, the prosecution had delaved it. The
court, however, said the steady progression
of thecase, despite the apparent attemptsto
slow down its progress, couldn’t by any
standard be equated with asnail's pace.

The beneficiaries diverted “illegal™ ga-
ins to the accused officials and made false
entries in their books of account to evade
detection, the probe agencies have alleged.
Sisodiawas arrested by CBIin Feblast year
for his alleged role in the “scam™ while he
wasarrested by ED in March thesame vear,
HC had earlier dismissed his bail petitions
on May 30 and July 3 last vear, respectively.
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sought after!

[Eﬂﬂﬁ'rm students into the IMs in CAT 2022]

“Fesa ity vl Dated iy WEME sl Assrciaes on M0G0

¥LRI: Rs.32.7 Ipa
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Achiovn wour MBA dream wilh (ke proves lesder in CAT fraining

40547205 East Delhiz 49046935
Fekamiiuant {natitizt * East of Kaitash: 41012752 Kalu Sarai:
Marsgumen Education P Lid, 46061360 North Campus: 45261201
Moida Sec-15: 4310109 Noida Sec-62 4554468 Piampura: 45526318
Rajourl Garden: 42341132 Sowih Campug: 9518559390
Ghaziabad: 01204254250 oo s sy soosba m nagscis ey st

OFFICE OF THE RETURNING OFFICER
THE DELHI STATE COOPERATIVE BANK LTD.

31, Netaji Subhash Marg, Daryaganj, New Delhi-110002, Tel: 41705038, E-mail: bkg.dscb@gmail.com
Election of the Managing Committee

It has been decided that last date of filing of nomination of

authorised representative by member coop. societies to the

Returning Officer has been extended till 04.05.2024 (2 p.m.).
AK Kaushal, Returning Officer
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Create Mass
Panic: Police

Write To Interpol Via CBI Seeking
Assistance In Bomb Hoax Case

Raj Shekhar Jha
& Abhay | Tin

New Delhi: Delhi Police’s
FIR in the case of hoaxemails
sent to schools on Wednesday
claims that the bomb threats
were made with the “conspi-
ratorial intention of creating
mass panic and to disturb
public peace”. The cops have
written to Interpol via CBI se-
eking assistance inthe probe.
Police want details of the
email 1D used for mailing the
threat messages.

CBI is the nodal agency
for police in India to connect
with overseas law enforce-

ment agencies via Interpol.
Sources said the sender’s
email ID might have been
deactivated after two
hours. This probability
came to light when police
tried to ‘recover’ the
account on its website for
more details

TOI had reported on Thurs-
day that the cops would seek
assistance from Russia via
Interpol. The mail ID used by
the email sender had a Russi-
an server, mail.ru, owned by
afirmnamed VK.

The initial probe suggests
that the sender used a tempo-
rary email ID to register at
mail.ru. Services named
Tempail and Gufum were
used to create the suspect id,
sawariim@mail.ru, sources
said. The cops are in the pro-
cess of collecting details of
theemail headers received by
the schools. VK, the parent
firm of mail.ru, is being con-
tacted through informal
channels as well.

Police sources said that
the information regarding
the header and footer of the
emails sent to various scho-
ols had been forwarded to
Delhi Police's Special Cell
from the districts. "One of

the districts received two IP
addresses while scanning the
header of the email ID. Anot-
her district carried out a re-
verse lookup of the IP to de-
termine the places from whe-
reitwas generated,” the sour-
ce said.

Another source said that
the email ID might have been
deactivated after two hours.
This probability came tolight
when police tried to ‘recover’
the account on its website for
more details.

The investigators have al-
s20 written to Google seeking
details of a Gmail 1D used in
sendingathreattoaschoolon
Wednesday afternoon.

Delhi Police on Thursday
debunked the authenticity of
viral audio clips circulating
on WhatsApp and other plat-
forms in which a woman clai-
med that bombs were actual-
Iy discovered at some scho-
ols. "Some audio messages
are being circulated on What-
sApp and other chat groups
claiming that some suspicio-
us objects were found insome
schools, These messages are
false and have no truth in
them. I request everyone to
please convey that these mes-
sages are false,” said a police
spokesperson.

At least 200 Delhi-NCR
schools received an email
warning them about a bomb
on theirpremises on Wednes-
day morning. Responding to
calls from the schools, pa-
rents rushed to pick up their
wards while a massive se-
arch exercise was launched
by several agencies, inclu-
ding police, fire service and
bomb and dog squads. Stu-
dents were evacuated and a
stretched police force scruti-
nised every nook and corner
of the schools. Even school
bags were examined. Preli-
minary findings indicate
links with China and with
Pakistan’s [S] with a suspec-
ted larger conspiracy of dis-
rupting normal life.

Intent Was To Check, sanitise & neutralise; How Attendance low a

Delhi bomb squads keep you safe day later, schools
tighten security

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: When police
control room alerts about
bomb threat emails to nume-
rous city schools were recei-
ved on Wednesday morning,
thesleuthsof the bombdetec-
tion and disposal teams sen-
sed a busy day ahead. Howe-
ver, nobody had imagined the
sheer scale of the threats. By
10am, every police district —
each of which has one bomb
detection team — was hand-
ling close to a dozen calls
from panicked schools. In so-
uth west Delhi and Dwarka,

3 )

5 BOMB DISPOSAL SQUADS, 18 DETECTION TEAMS

Equipment used

» Bomb suit, bomb
blanket with rings,
telescopic prodder

» Minesweeper, hook & line set,
remote-operated wire cutter

> Tactical ballistic shield

» Non-linear junction
detector, handheld/deep-
search metal detector

the teams were busy, respecti- agn » Under-vehicle

Wednesday's mavhem has 5 Bomb disposal inverted/extension i
put thespotlight back on Delhi squads (BDS) mirrors
Police’s bomb handling squ- oA LA A D light. fib
ads. Typically, there are five O ;pt'gig::{;r;]égheimeir »—:E*'
bomb disposal squads (BDS) . I !
and around 18 bomb detection 18 {Egg}? detection teams with headlamp -
teams (BDT) in the capital’s C & 0 O 8 A O » Bomb basket, magnetic
i_'"grﬂi ].}]R.H are r;spnnlsi;}_]ge If-l:II' "ﬁ‘ ?*:‘ f ol "ﬁ‘ "ﬁ‘ ﬁ' floor sweeper, ice tong
identifying and neutralising a 00 &8 &8 6 B8 i
bomb threats. As the names TRRARARRRE ;;i?;m;éig gﬁﬁmd _ﬁ_?
Euggest.ﬂl']"f‘mnspectra s -"E‘l. I;E‘h Fz" -"";'l (1 inevery StEthDSEDDE _E
nated area for potential thre- OO istricy
ats and if they discover a su-
spiciousobject, they notify the
BDS, which isolatesthe object. . =

BDS and BDT have effecti. | BDS base stations (zones) Line of duty
vely resolved most cases they West Metro/Railway » Check and sanitise important
havehandled. However,incer- | Pitampura 0ld Delhi markets, malls, vital installations =-==
tain situations, the assistance Police Lines | Railway Station .
of other agencies was neces- l ] t; ggﬂ;ﬂggﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ ofvenus SR
sary. ‘:Thn}re are bombs which ~ ® 5 RO 40505
BDS is capable of handling. | o3 > Immediately respond to
And if it's a sophisticated im- 2 calls of suspicious objects Q‘U‘E
provised explosive device '- | > Assess, neutralise threat safely
(IED), we seek the help of the FoS B > All bomb disposal squads
National Security h{’flirds: South/New Delhi Central and bomb detection teamsto [T & _]
u‘*dsi'f Hﬁ;&;‘l?genm;;‘h; W;T;; Mandir Marg Daryaganj be stationed strategically to " 3
ESHIC I cracic thE TH of the police station police station minimise response time
bomb and it requires more

sophisticated  instruments

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The aftermath of
Wednesday's bomb threat
email continues to unsettle
the stakeholders with wvar-
ving impacts across schools
in the city, While some insti-
tutions grappled with a signi-
ficant plunge in student at-
tendance on Thursday, others
were able to reassure parents
of their children’s safety.

The principal of Mount
Abu School told TOI, “Atten-
dance was around 85% in the
school today” Tania Joshi,
principal of Indian School, al-
so noted a stark decline, parti-
cularly in higher grades. “The-
reisarounds0Y% attendancein
nursery and primary classes
with a drop of 15-20% in every
class thereafter,” she said,.

In contrast, Divya Bhatia,
principal of Amitv Interna-
tional School, remarked there
was no noticeable decrease in
attendance. “I had a briefing
with the students during the
assembly We already have
charters for disaster manage-
ment,” she said. “Our stu-
dents council is framing one
for bomb threats in the future.
We carried out a thorough
scanning of the campus with
police and securitv at thescho-
ol gate has been tightened.”

In response to the security
threat, school administrators
have fortified safety protocols
to reassure anxious parents.
Joshi of Indian School lauded
the students’ resilience and
said attendance was good and
thechildren weredoing things
normally. “Parents have faith

which the other agency has.”

A typical day in the life of
a bomb detection team mem-
ber involves inspecting a mi-
nimum of seven toeight criti-
cal facilities on a routine ba-
sis, a process that consumes
around ten hours, “Following
the completion of these sear-
ches, they maintain a state of
readiness, prepared to re-
spond to any potential threat
calls or unplanned events
like sudden visits by political
leaders to some venues,” ex-
plained an officer.

The work hours tend to be
prolonged during national
and international events. At

nel are required to stay at the
venue until the conclusion of
events,. “"When VVIPs are
scheduled to visit important
historical siftes, one team se-
arches the venue and another
sparches and sanitises the ro-
utes the guests will take,” sa-
id a BD)S personnel.

BDS and BDT have at least
three teams working round
the clock. Each BDS squad
has 7-8 members in each shift
while BDTs put5-6copsondu-
tv. “Every team has an eight-
hour shitt. There are situa-
tions when the teams receive
calls just before their shift
ends, sometimes with aslittle

AN OFFICER 5AYS

There are situations
when the teams
receive calls just before
their shift ends. In such
cases, despite the shift
timing, they have to
respond and head to
the location concerned

such cases, despite the shift
timing, they have to respond
and head to the location con-
cerned,” said a senior officer.

The squads are equipped

mote-operated vehicles, tele-
scopic prodders, mineswee-
pers and electronic stethosco-
pes for detection of bombs,
the teams also have good gqua-
lity bomb suits and blankets
besides hallistic shields and
remote wire cutters, an offi-
cerof the BDS informed.

The canine squad is an in-
tegral part of thesesquadsand
they play key roles at the spot.
They are the first to be sent in
to sniff out suspicious objects
and alert the team to bombs or
explosives, To stay informed
about the latest technological
advancements, officers of
bhoth BDS and BDT regularly

in the school administration,”
Joshi said. Bhatia echoed Jos-
hi. “The attendance was
slightly lower but not signifi-
cantly so. The parents have be-
en extremely appreciative and
supportive of our efforts.”
Meanwhile, proactive me-
asures are underway to bol-
ster security measures and
instil confidence among stu-
dents. Peer leaders were as-
ked tostepuptoeducate their
juniorson school safety in the
light of recent events. Sudha
Acharya, principal of ITL
Public School, Dwarka, emp-
hasised on a collaborative
approach, involving parents

such times, the bomb person- 10 minutes remaining. In

with advanced gear. From re-

attend refresher courses.
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PAYING HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED 50UL

Death Anniversary

Pramod Mahajan
J0th Oct, 1949 - 3rd May 2006

Your life will always be an inspiration

Sudhanshu Mittal
& Trustees KKSPT
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OBITUARY

| REMEMBRANCES |

IN LOVING MEMORY

Jitender Mittal

20™ SEPTEMBER 1961 - 3™ MAY 2021

Your memaories continue to fill our hearts.
Your laughter still echoes through our lives.
You are a beacon of light whose presence continues
to illuminate our days.

POONAM MITTAL AND FAMILY

In loving memory of
E'._ur Father/Grand Father

-

W

Sub Maj & Hony Lt

Gurdas Mal Anand
1912 - 1962

It is now 62 years but
the values you taught
us are held very dear.
Thank you Dad.
Brig Sushil Kumar &
Mohini Anand, Rear
Admiral Subhash &
Dr Kanak Anand,
Late Brig Sharat & Late
Rama Anand, Sumita
& Lt Gen Raghu
Srinivasan,V5M, Brig
Rahul & Malvika Anand,
Nikhil & Anisha Anand,
Sameeksha, Kartike
& Mekhla

‘ In Loving Remembrance

Subhash Chandra Vij
v 30.05.1947 to 03.05.2021

Papa, we all love you a
lot & vou are with us,
you walk beside us,
unseen unheard but
always near us, still
loved, still missed and very dear:
Rajat & Akanksha Vij (Son & Daughter-in-
Law) , Paval & Vishal Khurana, (Daughter
and Son-in-Law), Priva & Bhuwan Kohli
(Daughter and Son-in-Law)
Grandsons - Shaurva, Sharvin, Revaan,
Aarav, Aarva.

To place an

REMEMBRANCE

SHARING MEMORIES

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.

The moments you shared tngﬂhen
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them, With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.
Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,
when you share memories, they stay on forever.

Obituary announcement
Publications

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After a gap of one
vear, Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) will organise
Golf Tournament (LG Cup)
2024 at Qutab Golf Course
(RGC) in Sept-Oct, which islik-
ely to see participation of aro-
und 1,300 golfers.

DDA has already started
preparations and will seek ent-
ries from members, invitees
from other states, and non-
members who have been play-
ing golf regularly at the course
for along time.

Being organised since 2001
in Delhi, this is the largest golf
tournament in the country in
terms of the number of parti-
cipants, said an official. “Usu-
ally, it takes place in Feb or
March, but due to some rea-
sons, it will be organised at the
end of Septor the beginning of
Oct this year,” said an official.

The tournament usually
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New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board (DJB), which
isstruggling to address water supply issu-
es as the summer season is about to reach

supply to schools. Directorate of Educa-
tion (DoE) recently informed DJB about
the insufficient water supply to numero-
us schools operating in the evening shift.
A note of a DoE meeting held on April
29 stated that officials had informed that
adequate water wasavailable in the scho-
ols running in the morning shift, but the
evening-shift institutions were facing a
scarcity issueasthewater supplied in the

dents, staff and visitorsof theshift. Atle-
ast 81 schools in the citv also don't have

ments for storing adequate water for the
evening shift schools.

While no response was available from
IDJRB, its officials earlier claimed that
they had already started identifving the
issues in the schools lacking adequate

is part of DJB's ongoing infrastructure
enhancement projects, they had added.
DJB currently faces a shortfall of aro-
und 290 million gallons of water per day
(MGD). Last year, chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal had approved a short-term ac-

in safety initiatives and rein-

lasts six days — Fri-
day Saturday and
sSunday — over two
weeks, “Lieutenant
covernor will attend
the event as the chief
euest on the final day.
We have invited appli-
cations from interes-
ted event management
agencies with expertise in the
field of organising golf tourna-
ments and looking for spon-
sors,” DDA stated. The event
will conclude with a live band
performance, the official said.
The selected agency will
work under the overall supervi-
sion of the DDA commissioner
(sports) and the secretary of
QGC. The event manager, and
not DDA, will borne the entire
expensesand the clubmembers
will also not be charged any to-
urnament fee, The golf course
committee can fill up the va-
cant slots, the official added.
“The contract will be for

GOLFERS LIKELY
TO PARTICIPATE

IN THE EVENT SET
FOR SEPT-OCT

NSG carries out drill
near Parliament

New Delhi: Dramaticscenes
were witnessed around
Parliament on Wednesday as
NSG sleuths carried out a drill
using paramotors. The
paratroopers were seen
hovering around Vijay Chowk
atop central government
buildings. A few days ago, NSG
had used helicopters ina similar
drillin which the commandos
were seen rappelling from
helicopters atop Parliament as
part of the aerial insertion drills
to fine-tune the security
preparedness and response
mechanism against any
terrorist-initiated incidents.

As partofthedrill, NSG
paragliders could be seen flying
around the security perimeter
around Parliament House, North
Block and South Block. This
strategic manoeuvre aimed to
bolster preparedness against
potential terrorist threats by
efficiently surveying key areas
and gathering vital intelligence,
Officials highlighted that
paragliders offer several
advantages to NSG, adding a
dynamic dimension to their
capabilities. These aerial assets
enable precision, speed, and
discretion in mission execution,
Paragliders facilitate silentand
unnoticed approaches to
targets, crucial for surprise
elements in operations, thus
providing a tactical advantage.
Since Feb, a series of security
drills have been meticulously
conducted by security forces to
bolster the city's preparedness.
OnMay 1, NSG conducted drills
atthe Israeli Embassy against
the backdrop of heightened
Security Concerns. Tum

forcing evacuation procedu-
res with students.

“I am sending a special
message to parents assuring
them that safety and security
measures are in place. The
school is a happy and safe le-
arning place. The safety of
every child matters tous,"” as-
serted Acharya.

Some schoolshave decided
to band together to ensure the
well-being of their students,
with a renewed focus on pre-
parednessand vigilance.

Teeing off after a year’s gap:

DDA to hold golf tournament

113k

holding three annu-
al golf tournaments,
subject to the satis-
factory performan-
ce as determined by
the commissioner
(sports). It may also
be extended for two
more vears, depen-
ding on the perfor-
mance,” he added. In case of
unsatisfactorv performance,
DDA can terminate the cont-
ract any time.

A pre-bid meeting was held
on May 1 at QGC to clarify issu-
esregarding the notice inviting
proposaland the interested par-
ties will have to submit their
full-fledged propozals by Mayv 6.

DDA ishopingtoopena golf
course at Sector 24, Dwarka by
the end of June. The course,
which is likely to be the longest
inthe country, will be an 18-hole
facility. Officials claimed the
tournament might also be or-
ganised in Dwarka in future.

DJB’s peak summer challenge:
Adequate water for schools

Phato for representation

@timesgroup.com

letoensureadequate

IN DEEP WATER

Iy used by the stu-

stated.

nand makearrange-

lities. The initiative

tion plan to increase water production by
13IMGD and a bigger action plan to pro-
duce another 380MGD.

The board, which is in the process of
finalising its summer action plan, is cur-
rently producing around 868MGD thro-
ugh water treatment plants, while the
rest is drawn through tubewells. Under
the proposed plan, DJB, which has aro-
und 27 lakh metered connections, plans
to publish a summer bulletin to inform
the public about the water production le-
vels and the complaints it has received.

Itisalmosta yearsince DJB and Delhi
govt’s finance department have been ar-
oi1ing over the release of funds. Accor-
ding to officials, the tussle over DJB's
pending hills is starting to have an im-
pact in unauthorised colonies, urban vil-
lages and some other areas.
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Delhi riots: HC grants bail to
3 in IB staffer’s murder case

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Thursday granted bail to
three men in a case related to
killingof Intelligence Bureau
staffer AnkitSharmaduring
the northeast Delhi riots in

Feb 2020.
Justice Navin
Chawla, underlining

that during the pen-
dency of trial, bail is
the rule while jail is an
exception, granted bail

to accused Shoaib Alam, Gul
fam and Javed. The court no-
ted that the accused have been
in custody for four vears and
the trial in the case is not lik-
ely to conclude any time soon.

"Though a long period of
incarceration alone may not
be a sufficient reason to grant
bail to an accused in a case
which 1s punishable with de-
ath or life imprisonment, ho-
wever, it would weigh with the
court while considering a ba-

lanceto be struck between the
interest of the prosecution or
society and the rights of the
accused guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitutio-
n....It is to be remembered
that pending trial, bail is the
rule while jail is an exception.
Also, the purpose of ke-
eping anaccused in jail
during the trialistoen-
sure that he faces trial,
does not abscond and,
if found guilty, is avai-
h. lable to serve his sen-
tence. The purpose is not to
punish the accused,” Justice
Chawla noted in the order:
Rejecting the bail plea of
the fourth accused, Nazim,
by way of a separate order,
the court said that important
public witnesses are yet to be
examined by the prosecution
and there is a likelihood that
if released on bail, he may in-
fluence or threaten them.
"Though itmay betruethatin
the present case, the trial

may take a long period to con-
clude, however, that alone
cannot be a ground to release
the applicant on bail where
he is charged with a heinous
and grave crime,” Justice
Chawla said.

The court said that some
co-accused are being granted
bailbut Nazim’scasehastobe
determined on its own facts
and theevidence against him.
The prosecution has alleged
that Nazim is a declared "bad
character" of the Dayalpur
police station and has 12 FIRs
against him.

The trial court had last ve-
ar framed charges against
Alam, Gulfam, Javed, Nazim
and former AAP councillor
Tahir Hussain and others un-
der sections 147 (rioting), 148
(rioting, armed with deadly
weapon), 153A (promoting en-
mity between different gro-
upsongroundsof religion, ra-
ce, place of birth, residence)
and 302 (murder).

24-year-old murder suspect arrested
after shootout near Signature Bridge

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A 24-year-old
murder suspect was injured
during an encounter with po-
lice near Signature Bridge on
Thursday. A police source sa-
id that the killing was the re-
sultof a gang war.

The suspect was identified
as Umar, who resides in Chau-
han Bangar The incident oc-

curred at 7:15am on Third Push-
ta Road, near Signature Bridge.

Deputy commissioner of
police (Northeast) Joy Tirkey
stated that they received in-
formation about Umar's mo-
vement in the Khadar area.
“Welaidatrap, and at 7.15am,
he arrived on a motorcycle.

In the police’s retaliatory
firing, Umar sustained a
bullet injury on his right
leg. He was apprehended
at the scene

When he was signaled to stop,
he fired upon the police par-
ty,” the officer said.

In the police's retaliatory fi-
ring, Umar sustained a bullet
injury on his right leg. He was
apprehended at the scene and
takentoahospital where he was
discharged after treatment.

Cops said a 7.65 mm pistol
was recovered from his posses-
sion. “Hehadfired tworounds,
while the police party fired a
gingle round, which hit him in

the leg,” the officer added.
According to police, the
murder was reported on
March 9 near a public toilet in
Seelampur. “One Arbaz (24),
who belongs to the Hashim Ba-
ba gang, was shot dead multi-
ple times on the left side of the
head (temporal region), chest,
and abdomen,” the officersaid.
Arbaz had five cases registe-
red against him, including riot,
extortion, Arms Act, attempt to
murder, and murder “During
the investigation, it was found
that the shooters were from the
Chenu gang. It came to light
that the reason was a gang war
that has been going on between
gangs over supremacy and ex-
tortion,” the source said.

CINEMA OF THE WEEK

The Fall Guy (Action, Comedy) * A
Cast: Ryan Gosling, Emily Blunt, Hannah
Waddingham, Aaron Taylor Johnson,
Stephanie Hsu, Winston Duke

Direction: David Leitch

Duration: 2 hours 5 minutes

Language: English (U/A)

m Colt Seavers (Ryvan Gosling). a suave stunt-
man, finds his thriving career as the body-double
of Tom Rvder (Aaron Tavilor-Johnson), an ego-
centric Hollvwood star, abruptly interrupted when
he meets with an accident while filming. Derailing
not just his work but also his on-set romance with

Jody (Emily Blunt), a camera operator:
the same name, The Fall Guy is director

I JDavid Leitch’'s love letter to the stunt

oosely based on the popular 80s series of

to find him before the studio pulls the plug on

Add to that the spectacular stunts and
Gosling-Blunt's sparkling chemistry that cover
up for anything amiss, A particularly cute
interaction is when Colt is made to repeatedly
perform a fire stunt with Jody calling the shots.
Another play-off has a dejected Jody waiting
for him at a karaoke bar and he is out there
jumping into speeding trucks, smashing
through glass. somersaulting in the air;, to clinch
some coveted evidence. It's all very well-
choreographed and picturised (Johnathan Sela)
— the fight scenes, the helicopter jumps, chase
sequences are pure adrenaline rush. Gosling's
stunt driver, Logan Holladay, holds the record
for most cannon rolls in a car in the film.

As lines begin to blur between Colt’s real and
reel life, Rvan Gosling transcends into the
quintessential blockbuster action hero, juggling
romance and comedy with equal ease. He pulls
it oftf exceedingly well, dripping with delectable
charm, added with his impeccable comic timing.

Blunt is absolutely on-point as the very

community. And who better than Leitch - a
former stunt-double for Brad Pitt and Vann
Damme, in addition to his repertoire of action
flicks as director (Atfomic Blonde, Bullet Train).

After his accident, Colt goes down a spiral
of self-doubt, blaming himself and cutting
evervone including Jody out of his life. Eighteen
months later, big-shot producer, Gail (Hannah
Waddingham), tracks him down and persuades
him to return as Ryvder's stunt-double. The
clincher for Colt is that this is Jody's directorial
debut with a big production, Metalstorm. But
once on set, Colt realises it wasn't Jody's idea
to bring him back but Gail's. With Rvder
suddenly missing from the set, Gail wants Colt

the film. Driven by the urge to bail Jody out,
who is unaware of this development, Colt dives
right into his new assignment. Only to realise
that something sinister is at play here.

Written by David Pearce, the film is filled
with meta moments, hat-tips and references,
in addition to being a romantic-action-comedy,
all rolled into a delightful and hugely
entertaining watch. However, the film’s
storvline, with twists galore and a deep-fake
angle thrown in, does go overboard. But it isn't
bereft of emotional depth. The clash between
Colt and Rvder, which is central to the movie's
theme, is handled rather effectively, while
keeping it witty and unpretentious.

focused Jody, who while nursing a broken
heart, pulls in some mean punches too. In key
supporting roles, Hannah Waddingham, Aaron
Taylor-Johnson, Stephanie Hsu, Winston Duke
add to this screwball action-comedy

With not a single dull moment, The Fall Guy
is hilarious and entertaining with epic,
exhilarating action as it pays a fitting tribute
to the unsung heroes of action flicks.

— Sreeparna Sengupita

To review any movie and check show

timings, visit etimes.in

Exhuma (Horror, Mystery, Thriller)
Yodkk

Cast: Kim Go-eun, Choi Min-sik, Yoo Hae-jin,
Lee Do-hyun

Direction: Jae Hyun Jang

Duration: 2 hours 16 minutes

Language: Korean with English subtitles (A)

m A shaman and a geomancer join forces (o
break a dark curse afflicting a wealthy Korean-
American family. The film depicts the disturbing
events that unfold following the exhumation of
a family grave located atop a mountain.

lasting impression, thanks to its compelling
sstoryline and impressive production quality,
While its horror elements aren’t overtly in-vour-

F’xhu.ma is the kind of film that leaves a

border between North and South Korea. As
they delve deeper into their investigation, the
characters encounter a series of unexplainable
events that blur the lines between the physical
world and the supernatural realm.

Exhuma is a layered film that commands
vour full attention, as each scene holds crucial
details intricately linked to the overarching
narrative, Structured into chapters, it intricately
blends intrigue and mystery, crafting a
fascinating horror tale that elevates the genre.
From start to finish, it refuses to let vou relax,
maintaining a constant sense of unease that
leads to a disorienting climax. While its slightly
longer runtime may be a deterrent to a few, it
allows the story to unfold and thrive.

This film delivers standout performances,
particularly Choi Mon-sik’s portraval of Kim
Sang Deok, As a geomancer and feng shui expert

face, the movie is shrouded in an eerieatmosphere
that is capable enough to send shivers down your
spine. With a constant undercurrent of tension,
it keeps you on the edge of your seat throughout.
Weaving together themes of spirituality, the
supernatural, and Korean-Japanese history,
Exhuma stands out as a captivating occult horror
that’s definitely worth watching.

The story begins with Hwarim (Kim Go-
eun), a Shaman, and Bong Gil (Lee Do-hyun)
being called upon by Park Ji Yong (Kim Jae-

cheol), a wealthy Korean-American, to diagnose
the mysterious illness afflicting the family's
new-born son. Upon Hwarim's arrival, it
becomes evident that a sinister curse has
plagued the family for vears. To tackle the task
at hand, she enlists the help of Kim Sang Deok
(Choi Min-sik), a geomancer and feng shui
expert, and his apprentice Ko Young Geun (Yoo
Hae-jin). Together, the four decide to break the
curse by excavating the body of the family’s
patriarch from its mountaintop grave on the

gulding families on burial locations, his
performance is nothing short of exceptional. This
occult horror seamlessly blends omens, feng shui,
spirits, and shamanistic practices into a
captivating narrative. An expert direction by Jang
Jae Hvun and cinematography by Lee Mo-gae
enhance the immersive experience. With its depth
and departure from typical horror tropes, this
film stands apart and makes for a gripping watch.

— Abhishek Srivastava

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Litd.
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No of work One
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can also be seen in the said website.
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completed with support of UT administration.

ICG organises medical
camp in Lakshadweep

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) with support of
the UT administration and in collaboration
with AIIMS New Delhi, conducted a two-day
medical camp in the remote islands of Kavaratti
and Androth recently

The outreach programme focussed on

providing super-specialist medical coverage in
the far-flung islands and benefit the local
populace through consultation with domain
experts. Drr M Srinivas, director, AIIMS, headed
the team of 15 specialist doctors from fields of
Gvnaecology, Paediatrics, Neurology.
Dermatology, Orthopaedic, etc.

Around 1500 people attended the medical
camp and received medicines free of cost. The
medical team also delivered basic life support
(BLS) lectures to local medical professionals to
enhance the standards of available medical
infrastructure. The event was successfully

RITES celebrates its 50th
anniversary

RITES Limited, an engineering consultancy
firm in India, celebrated its 50th anniversary
recently. The month-long Foundation Day
celebrations that were carried across worksites,
culminated with a cultural evening at Shikhar,
RITES' corporate office in Gurugram.

On the occasion, the Chairman and
Management Director, Rahul Mithal, launched
RITES' coffee table book - Atulva, a compilation

innovaition | Exsecution |
Trapmformaticon

tracing the organisation’s illustrious journey
of becoming "The Infrastructure People’. Also,
it marked the unveiling of ‘RITES Dharohar’,
a novel initiative to treasure the organisation’s
legacy and encapsulate the essence of its core
values—integrity, professionalism, and
excellence.

Addressing the gathering and paying
gratitude to the founding fathers, Mithal
said, “From ploneering projects to fostering
sustainable practices, RITES' five-decade
journey has been characterised by resilience,
innovation, transformation, efficiency, and
sustainability. Surging ahead, leveraging
our expertise we will continue plaving a
meaningful role in sustainable infrastructure
development.”

HUDCO observes its 54th
Foundation Day

The Housing & Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) recently celebrated
its 54th Foundation Day at India Habitat
Centre, New Delhi. HUDCO's CMID Sanjay

Kulshrestha congratulated and encouraged
the employees, stating, “Our journey has
been a long one, and this incredible journey
testimony of the vision,

of ours is a

entrepreneurship spirit and commitment of
our visionary heads of our esteemed
organisation, along with the support of

successive governments and our
stakeholders including our borrowing
agencies.” On the occasion, awards for

outstanding performances were given to
stakeholders, agencies as well as HUDCO
employees.

Tata Power-DDL organises
Urja Arpan Conclave

Tata Power Delhi Distribution Limited (Tata
Power-DDL) hosted the second edition of Urja
Arpan Conclave recently to commemorate
World Earth Day. The conclave focussed on the
Demand Side Management (DSM) journey of
Tata Power-DDL along with raising awareness
about responsible and efficient electricity
consumption among individuals and
organisations.

Talking about the second edition of the Urja
Arpan Conclave, Gajanan S. Kale, CEO, Tata
Power Delhi Distribution Limited, said, “Urja
Arpan initiative reinforces our commitment to
sustainable development and energy
conservation. Through our collaborative
efforts and innovative initiatives, we aim to
empower individuals and communities to make
conscious choices towards creating a greener
tomorrow.”

Several impactful initiatives took centre
stage at the conclave. A special educational

module was launched on the Urja Arpan
microsite which focusses attention on energy
and environmental conservation and
sustainable lifestyle.

APPOINTMENT

Mohit Bhatia takes
over as Director
(Commercial), IGL

Mohit Bhatia has taken over
as Director (Commercial) of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd.
(IGL), the largest CNG
distribution company of the
country A Civil Engineer
and an MBA in Marketing,
Bhatia brings to IGL a rich experience of over 31
vears in the oil and gas sector in the fields of
operations, engineering, and marketing,
subsequent to joining BPCL in 1993. IGL is a joint
venture of GAIL (I) and BPCL along with
Government of NCT of Delhi.
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SP-CONGRESS ALLIANCE WILL DRAG INDIA SHOULD HAVE SPLIT FROM UNCLE SHARAD
BACK TO SLAVERY, SAYS YOGI IN MAINPURI PAWAR 20 YEARS AGO, SAYS AJIT PAWAR

No clearance sought, non
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Maoists kill 2
Bastar brothers
who gave land

Raipur: Maoists murdered
two brothers for giving their
land to the administration to
setupapolicecampin Bijapur
in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar on
Wednesday night.

Their retaliation came
within 48 hours after 10 insur-
gents, including some senior
commanders, were gunned
down in an encounter with se-
curity forces in Abujhmarh.

Maoists kidnapped Joga
Madavi and Joga Hunga from
Chhutwaivillage in Tarrem re-
gion of Bijapur, a hotbed of in-
surgency, police said. Puwarti,
the native village of dreaded
Maoist commander Hidma, is
barely Ykm away from Tarrem.

The duo was presented be-
fore senior Maoist leaders at a
so-called ‘jan adalat’, where
they were accused of working
as police informers. Maoists
strangled them with ropes and
dumped their bodies outside
the village on Thursday. vnn

e @iven: MEA on Prajwal trip

Reserve 33% of
bar body posts
for women: SC

News Delhi: Supreme Court
Thursday directed that at least
one-third of posts in the execu-
tive committee of Supreme
court Bar Association (SCBA)
should be reserved for women.
Abench of Justices SuryaKant
and K V Viswanathan passed
direction granting reservation
for women lawvers for polls
scheduled thismonth.

The court directed that a
minimum of three out of nine
seats in the executive commit-
teeand at least two out of six se-
nior executive members be re-
served for women members of
the Bar It said that at least one
post of office-bearer shall bere-
served for women exclusively
by turn and on rotation basis,
and for the ensuing 2024-2025
election, the post of treasurer
of the executive committee be
reserved for women. Tun

‘MP Using
Diplomatic
Passport’

TIMES NEWS NETWOREK

New Delhi: Suspended JD
(8) functionary and Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna, ac-
cused of sexual harassment,
did not seek political clear-
ance from and none was is-
sued by the ministry of ex-
ternal affairs for his trip to
Germany, said MEA Thurs-
day However, MEA con-

» Related reports P16

firmed that he had travelled
on adiplomatic passport.
“Obviously, no visa note
was issued either” said
MEA spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal. While the min-
istry had not issued any visa
note for Prajwal, a reciproc-
al agreement between India
and Germany allows all In-
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ABVP members stage a protest in Hassan to demand Prajwal's arrest

dian diplomatic passport
holders tovisit Germany for
three months without visa.

The ministry had not is-
sued visanote for any other
country, Jaiswal added.

Asked if Prajwal’s pass-
port would be revoked, the
official said that the minis-
trv had not received any in-
struction from any court in
thatregard.

“Asregards the possible
revocation of the passport
of any individual, I would

refer you to the relevant
provisions of the Passport
Act 1967. We are not in re-
ceipt of any directions
from any court in this re-
gard,” sald the official.
While Prajwal was re-
quired to seek political clear-
ance because he was using
his diplomatic passport, he
chose not to do so. The immi-
gration staff at airports can
stop a person from leaving
the country only if there is a
look-out notice for him.

Book Shah,
demands
Rahul Gandhi

Times NEws NETWORK

( “ongress's Rahul Gandhi
_son  Thursday alleged
Prajwal Revanna “raped 400
women” and accused PM Mo-
di of endorsing him by solic-
iting votes for him.
Addressing poll rallies at
Shivamoggaand Raichur, Ra-
hul demanded registration of
a case against home minister
Amit Shah'sas “he was aware
of the case and could have got
Prajwal arrested, but allowed
him toflee the country™.
Earlier, Shah said it wasa
law and order issue, which is
under the state govt. Karnata-
ka's Congress govt was aware
of the issue but didn't initiate
any action till Vokkaligas had
voted and allowed a ‘heinous
criminal’ toflee, Shah said.

Mock slaying turns real: U-year-old
playing Kali ends up killing Il-yr-old

Faiz.Siddiqui
@timesgroup.com

Kanpur: A dramatic en-
actment of a mythologi-
cal-religious story during
a Bhagwat katha ina Kan-
pur village resulted in a
tragedy, when a 14-vear-
old boy playing Goddess
Kali slashed the neck of
an ll-vear-old, resulting
in his death.

The incident took place
in Bambhivapur village on
Wednesday, The Bhagwat
katha, organised by the
family of one Subhash Sai-
ni at their house, had been
going onforthe pastseveral
davs. On Wednesday, as

part of the event, children
were taking out a tableau
depicting and enacting var-
iousreligiouscharacters.
The teen playing God-
dess Kali was mock-slaying
a ‘demon’, played by the 11-
vear-old, when his knife

TABLEAU TRAGEDY

struck the neck of the
younger boy and injured
him fatally Villagers said
the elder boy had been told
to use a blunt trident for the
act, but he couldn’t find one
and brought a knife instead.

The family that had or-
ganised the eventinformed
police and the injured child

was rushed to the commu-
nity health centre, where
he died during treatment.

On reaching the spot,
police detained the 14-vear-
old for questioning and
sent the body for postmor-
tem examination,

On a complaint lodgzed
by Bablu Kashyap, father of
the deceased boy, an FIR was
registered against the ac-
cused teen under section 304
of IPC for causing death by
rash or negligent act not
amounting to culpable hom-
icide. Assistant commis-
sioner of police Ajay Ku-
mar Trivedi said the orga-
niser of the event had also
been taken into custody:.

Pfizer wins
trademark
battlein HC

New Delhi: Delhi HC has per-
manently restrained use of the
"Vigoura® mark by a home-
opathic drug maker to sell its
medicine for sexual disorders.
The decision came on a lawsuit
for trademark infringement fil-
ed by Pfizer Products Inc.,
which sells erectile dysfunc-
tion allopathic drug under the
“Viagra' trademark.

HC said there is ‘strong po-
tential® for confusion and add-
ed that “Vigoura' and ‘Viagra’
exhibited a degree of phonetic
similarity that could mislead
consumers that theformer was
either a variant of orendorsed
by makersof thelatter. Pfizeris
entitled to nominal damages of
Rs3lakh, it said. tun

Pinto.Deepak@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Honoured two
yvearsagowith Padma Shrifor
reinventing the rare musical
instrument ‘Kinnera', Dar-
shanam Mogulaiah was re-
cently spotted toiling as a dai-
Iy wager at a construction site
near Hyderabad. Life struck
another jarring note when a
post-award grant of Rslcrore
in cash from the Telangana
govt was spent on family exi-
gencies, leaving the 73-yvear-
old artiste popular as “Kinne-
ra Mogulaiah” struggling for
two square meals.

Mogulaiah outlines the
reasons for the descent from
the stage of the fourth-highest
civilian award in 2022 to the
construction site in Tur-
kayvamjal. “Oneof mysonssuf-
fers from seizures. For medi-
cines (son and myself) alone I
need at least Rs 7.000 a month,
Then there are regular medi-
cal tests and other expenses,”
Mogulaiah, father to nine chil-

Things got especially tough when
a Rs 10,000 monthly honorarium
sanctioned by the state was
discontinued recently, said
Darshanam Mogulaiah (right)

dren, told TOI. Three of his
kids died from ailments; three
are married; three others are
still students and dependent
on Mogulaiah.

The artiste’s wife passed
away four years ago. “I tried to
reach out to multiple people
for work. People sympathised
and politely turned me away,
All hailed me for my glorious
past and even gave me small
amounts, but I got no employ-
ment,” said Mogulaiah.

Matters weren't so grim

earlier. “I used that money
(Rs1-crore state grant) for my
children's weddings. I even
bought a piece of land at Tur-
kayamjal on the city’s (Hyvde-
rabad’s) outskirts. | started
building a house but had to
stop midway as I ran out of
funds,” said Mogulaiah.
Things got especially
tough when a Rs 10,000 month-
ly honorarium sanctioned by
the state was discontinued re-
cently rued the artiste, not
sure why it happened. “1 have
been making the rounds of
govt offices and meeting pub-
licrepresentatives for help. All
respond positively but donoth-
ing. What's worse, many peo-
ple click photos with me and
circulate them saying [ am
begging forexistence. It isvery
painful,” Mogulaiah said.
Along with the Rs l-crore
orant, the siate had also an-
nounced a 600-square yard plot
in Rangareddy district, near
Hyderabad, for the artiste, The
allotment is still pending.

SC registrar junks govt plea on 2G:
‘Review bid in guise of clarification’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: SC's registrar has
refused to accept the applica-
tion filed by the Union govt
seeking clarification of the
2012 judgment in the 2G spec-
trum case for allowing admin-
istrative allocation of spec-
trumn in some special cases.
Registrar of judicial list-
ing Pavanesh [ refused to ac-
cept Centre’s miscellaneous
application and said, “From a
perusal of the praver made in
the application, it is clear the
applicant intends to seek re-
view of the order passed by the
SCinthe guiseof filingthe pre-
sent application.” “When the
application is considered keep-
ing in mind the principles laid
down by this court, it is clear

Noting that SC had already refused to review its
2012 verdict, the registrar said, ‘Applicant is again
attempting to obtain rehearing... in the guise of
filing the present application with a similar prayer
which was already made in the review petition...’

that the same is not maintaina-
ble and it does not disclose any
reasonable grounds to be en-
tertained,” his order said.
Noting that SC had already
refused to review its 2012 ver-
dict, the registrar said, “Appli-
cant is again attempting to ob-
tain rehearing of the matter in
open court after a long lapse of
time, in the guise of filing the
present application with asim-
ilar prayer which was already
made in the review petition fil-

ed by the applicant.

“I am of the considered
view that application is mis-
conceived... The pronounce-
ment in the judgment of Feb 2,
22, does not entitle the appli-
cant herein to file an applica-
tion of this nature seeking
clarification of the judgment...
more so, when review petition
filed on behalf of the Union of
India =seeking review of the
law (laid) down by SC was
withdrawn on May 10, 2012,
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Sharad-Ajit shadow Pawarplay in Baramati

Behind The Face-Off Between
Supriya Sule & Sunetra Pawar,

Ardhra Nair & Alim Shaikh | TNN

he uncle is the unquestion-
able king of this realm, his

IT'S ALL IN THE FAMILY
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central ministerial berths.

Under his uncle's guidance, Ajit
started as a director in a sugar coopera-
tive. In 1991, he made his political debut

The Two Faction Chiefs F Ight o fn‘g dg;g : i:‘i}‘;‘i‘i";icg;; MAHAYUTI  |NFRAY  MAHA VIKAS AGHADI idh‘:tﬁu ﬂqﬁ;a}r;ﬁ[tﬁ seat. E;i?iﬁ;
’ '4 Sunetra Pawar FOR 2024 Suprlya Sule b his uncle’s central ministerial duties.

For Supremacy In Family
Stronghold, & ‘Real NCP’ Legacy

acumen is still relied on,
overtly or covertly, for almost every
decision in Maharashtra. The nephew,
who has been quick on the uptake, has
learnt every trick from him but his
ambitions are clearly not in line with

(vcp)  LSPOLLS  (ncp-scP)

Rising swiftly, Ajit secured the Bara-
mati assembly seat and became a min-
ister in Sudhakarrao Naik-led Congress
govt In Maharashtra. Sharad Pawar
gplitting from Congress in 1999 and

the clan's precepts. Baramatl forming NCP further spurred Ajit's as-
In the last three decades, countless Maharashtra cent. Becoming a kev figure, Ajit ex-
challengers have attempted to breach tended his influence statewide while his
the Pawar dvnasty's bastion, vet elec- uncle focused on national affairs.
toral victory has alwavs favoured the Through all of this, the uncle-neph-
patriarch and NCP founder Sharad ew rivalry, even if subdued, existed,
Pawar;, or his chosen heirs, However, this political analysts say It reached its
time, the 83-vear-old warhorse is not fac- peak in 2019 when a rebellious Ajit
ing an external adversary but a shrewd Pawar marched to Raj Bhavan and took
irllﬁider, his nephew Ajit Pawar who Voting on path as the deputy EJM, aligning with
seeks to test the limits of hisdominance. May 7 BJP's Devendra Fadnavis as the CM.

Once the senior Pawar’s protege, Ajit
has broken away, taking along the par-

g E P ] i

This honeyvmoon proved shortlived and
Ajit returned to the fold. The cracks,

however, remained.

2019 LS POLL PERFORMANCE

ty’s name and its symbol — a clock.

.outdoors9l.com

Once Sharad Pawar's protegé,
Ajit Pawar (L) has broken
away, taking along NCP's name
and its symbol — a clock
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ily’s citadel. Ajit Pawar, currently one B 5.3 lakh Bhor Khadakwasla Daund points to the long-standing differences
of Maharashtra's two deputy CMs, has - . between them,” sayvs Prakash Pawar,
fielded his wife, Sunetra Pawar. On the | Total voters: 23,7 lakh Sangram Thopate | INC |  Bhimrao Tapkir [P | Rahul Kool | BJP professor of political science at Shivaji

surface, it isa Supriya vs Sunetra battle,
but it symbolises a desperate struggle
for legitimacy and supremacy within
Baramati’s most powerful family
Supriya has inherited splintered
support and unfamiliarity among voters
with a new symbol — ‘a man playing
tutari’, and faces the formidable NCP-
BJP-Shiv Sena coalition, Mahavyuti.
While Sunetra has neither the voter
connect nor the politician's charisma.
Political analyst Abhay Deshpande
says Supriva may leverage the victim
card while Sunetra, being a novice, can
only bank on her husband’s track re-

cord. Additionally, Supriya faces anti-
incumbency sentiments, he says.
Situation on the ground, meanwhile,
seems favourable for Sunetra. Of thesix
assembly segments under Baramati Lok
Sabha seat, four are with the governing
Mahayuti — two with NCP and two with
BJP: and two with Congress which,
along with NCP (SCP), is part of the op-
position alliance Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MWVA). So, in Baramati LS seat, Sharad
Pawar’s faction does not have any MLA
while his nephew’s group has two —
Baramati assembly seat (which Ajit

Pawar himself represents) and Indapur
(NCP’s Dattatray Bharne).

After former state ministers Harsh-
vardhan Patil (BJP) and Vijay Shivtare
(Shiv Sena), who holds sway in Indapur
and Purandar and were earlier at odds
with Ajit Pawar, declared their support
for the deputy CM. he is now hoping to
get support in Khadakwasla and Daund,
the two assembly segments held by BJP.

Om the other hand, Supriva is count-
ing on support from loyalists and sym-
pathy for her father, besides votes from
the two Congress-led assembly constitu-

encies of Bhor and Purandar,

The Rise Of Pawar, & The Other Pawar
A look at Sharad and Ajit Pawar’s career
graphs shows that they both had humble
beginnings and meteoric rises,

In the early 1960s, Yashwantrao Cha-
van, the then chief minister, spotted
potential in Sharad Pawar during his
college days in Pune, Sharad Pawar
grew influential in Youth Congress and
at 27, he won his first assembly polls
from Baramati, followed by becoming
Maharashtra's youngest CM and getting

University, Kolhapur,

In 2023, Sharad Pawar declared he
would step down as NCP's national
president, a position Ajit vied for Later;
he reversed this decision following over-
whelming demand from followers, Even-
tually, in July that vear, Ajit decided it
was time to fulfil his ambitions and
joined the Eknath Shinde-led govt, along
with a group of MLAs and MLCs.

The Baramati seat, with the Pawars
since 1996 (Sharad Pawar from 1896 to
2009 and Supriva Sule from 2009 to 2019),
is the only Maharashtra seat which will
see a woman vs woman battle.

Kharge’s Gulbarga gambit: 1 step back, 2 forward?

By Opting Out Of Race, Cong Chief
Bids To Widen Presence In N K'taka

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Kalaburagi: PM Narendra
Modi's decision to Kick-start
the national election campaign
from Karnataka’'s Kalaburagi
district was a calculated move,
aimed at sending a clear mes-
sage on Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge's home
turf, which falls under Gulbar-
ga Lok Sabha seat.

At that time, none of the par-
ties had released their list of
candidates and speculation was
rife that Kharge, who had suf-
fered his firstand only electoral
defeat since 1972 in the last Lok
Sabha elections, would refrain
from contesting again.

Kharge, 81, a Rajya Sabha
member, eventually decided to
stay off the ballot, marking a
significant departure from his
decades-long presence on Con-
gress’s candidate lists for as-
sembly and parliamentary elec-
tions from Gulbarga.

Kharge not being in fray is
being viewed as a significant
development, affecting optics
not just for Congress but also
for the coalition of opposition
parties — INDIA — that he was
instrumental in stitching to-
gether. Some INDIA members
had even pitched Kharge as a
potential prime ministerial can-
didate to take on Modi.

Some local Congress insid-
ers feel Kharge not contesting
in the backdrop of PM Modi

challenging him and ensuring
BJP won in Gulbarga in 2019
could further impact the party’s
image in the region.

But Karnataka minister and
Kharge's son, Privank, said,
*His decision to not contest is
strategic to consolidate and fo-
cus on other winnable seats for
Congress, given hisstatureasa
national leader whose influence
transcends the confines of a
single constituency™

Kharge, who has fielded his
son-in-law, Radhakrishna, reit-
erated that he is at the
forefront in Gulbarga
and expressed confi-

versus 10 vears of anti-
people policies of BJP

whose campaign will \

evaporate just like in
2004,” Kharge had told
TOI a few weeks ago.

“There's no doubt about vic-
tory,” Radhakrishna says, as he
battles BJP attacks and soaring
temperatures - it was 45°C on
April 30, when TOI visited.

Privank, a key figure in Con-
gress's campaign, says: “Things
have improved with every pass-
ing day of our campaign. BJP
cannot repeat its 2019 perfor-
mance. Some communities,
especially the Kolis and Ku-
rubas, have now realised why
they should vote for Congress.”

dence in INDIA coali- :
tion's prospects nation- 3 Guibarga
allv “...These are, more
than ever, people’s elec- Carnbtaka
tions — people of India . -
1‘ \? { &
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How They Fared In 2019 (vote Share)
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Bhopal: The third phase of LLS
elections is a blockbuster round
for Madhya Pradesh. It will de-
cide the political future of three
bigwigs — ‘Maharaja’ Jyotira-
ditva Scindia, ‘bacchon ke
mama and behno ke bhaiyva’
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
Taja’ of Raghogarh Digvijaya
Singh aka Digegyv Raja.

Scindia, the Union aviation
minister, returns to Guna to try
to reclaim the family seat after
his shock loss to former aide
K P Yadav in 2019. He had won
four times from the seat that
has traditionally voted for the
Scindias — from ‘Rajmata’ Vi-
javraje to Madhavrao and Jyoti-
raditva — and hadn’t expected
to be the first to lose it. That, too,
by over 1.25 lakh votes,

The equations have changed
since. Scindia quit Congress in
March 2020 and is now the BJP
candidate, Yadav, hailed as a
hero by BJP in 2019, finds him-
self sidelined and understand-
ably not very pleased.

Mallikarjun Kharge at
Sedam in Gulbarga recently.

The constituency goes to
polls on May 7

Kharge-Modi Battle

The possibility of Kharge be-
coming PM in case of a frac-
tured verdict has been specu-
lated upon after his elevation as
the chairman of INDIA coali-
tion. Congress is even nursing
ambitions of a post-poll alliance
like in 2004. However, BJP has
termed such anticipation “far-
fetched”, confident of returning
to the treasury benches of Lok
Sabha with greater numbers.

Parliament has witnessed
engrossing battles of wits and
words between Kharge and
Modi. On Feb 5, Modi told Par-
liament: “...Even Kharge ji is
saying ‘this time, it's Modi
govt'. Mr Speaker, 1 usually
don't get caught up in statistics.
But I can see the mood of the
nation; it will ensure NDA
crosses the 400-mark.”

On Feb 7, he said: “I couldn’t
say it that day, but I express spe-
cial thanks to Kharge ji...  was
listening very attentively to
Kharge ji, and [ was thrilled...
One thing was very pleasing. [
respectfully accept the blessing
that he gave to NDA for 400
seats.” Kharge, too, has been
taking on Modi on a variety of
topics, ranging from economic
policies and social issues to
matters of national security
and governance.

Modi has been clear with his
messaging, launching his first
election campaign from
Kharge’s Kalaburagi (Gulbarga
seat), rather than his own seat
(Varanasi) or perceived Con-
gress strongholds, signalling
the significance of the region
and the challenge posed by

Kharge. Former PM HD Deve
Gowda had said, “If Congress
wanted to make him the PM, it
should have fielded him from
Gulbarga... They didn’t make
him ChMeven in 2018 when I had
suggested it. Will they ever
make him PM?"

High Stakes

In Gulbarga, Kharge is engaged
in a high-stakes battle to re-
claim the seat he lost to BJP's
Umesh Jadhav — a friend-
turned-foe — in 2019. For
Kharge, the defeat was an aber-
ration as he held sway as an
unbeatable Congress titan in
the region until then.

The Congress veteran, who
plaved a crucial role in securing
special constitutional status for
Kalyana Karnataka region un-
der Article 3T1(J), seems confi-
dent of defeating Jadhav, a
Banjara who is seeking votes in
PM's name and Hindutva push.

BJP is accusing Kharge of
pandering to minority inter-
ests, while Congress is selling
its secular, inclusive agenda,
highlighting BJP's “failures”.

After SCs, Lingavats are
the largest community in this
reserved seat, with around 5
lakh voters, followed by Mus-
lims and land-owning Kolis
— Kabbaligas — having 2.5-3
lakh voters each. Both BJFP
and Congress are vying for the
votes of Lingayvats and Kab-
baligas. A strong performance
by Kharge in Gulbarga could
reinvigorate Congress'’s pros-
pects in the region and pre-
pare the ground for the next
assembly polls’ fight.
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No cash in hand, woman hopes
to open LS account in Odisha

=

A 25-year-old woman from Odisha with
no cash in hand and bank deposits of
Rs 20,625 is contesting from Koraput Lok
Sabha seat on an SUCI (Communist)
ticket. Pramila Pujari, an arts graduate,
said, “I don't have enough money to

'g compete with wealthy candidates in the

B ! fray but | will have an impact in the

election.” Despite financial constraints, her party has
arranged a vehicle for campaigning. The Koraput seat will
go to polls on May 13. — Satyanarayan Pattnaik

Maharaja & Raja make MP’s Round-3 battle of bigwigs

At a rally in Guna, Union
home minister Amit Shah
called Scindia “Maharaj” and
appealed to voters to “not worry
about K P Yadav” as BJP will
take care of his future. “You
will get two leaders,” he told the
voters of Guna, “Jyotiraditya
and K P Yadav”

“Jyotiraditya is BJP's can-
didate. Among us, if any person
is totally dedicated to develop-
ment, then it is this Maharaj.
The Scindia family has nur-
tured this region more than
their children,” Shah said.

Despite Shah's campaign,
(Guna may not be easy for Scin-
dia. One of the major reasons
is the predominant Yadav vote
bank which turned its back on
him in 2019, Also, the Congress
candidate, Rao Yadvendra
Singh Yadav, is a former BJP
worker with a Jan Sangh legacy,

His father, Rao Deshraj
Singh Yadav, had established
the saffron party in Chambal
and challenged Scindia in the
2002 LS bypoll, held after the
demise of Madhavrao Scindia
in an air crash. In the sympathy

wave, Jyotiraditya defeated De-
shraj by over 4 lakh votes.

Deshraj had also contested
unsuccessfully against Mad-
havrao Scindia in 1999, His son,
Yadvendra, recently switched
to Congress after over two de-
cades with BJP. He is also a
member of Ashokenagar dis-
irict panchayat.

It's again a family vs family
contest with the sides switched.

In Rajgarh, it's Digvijava's
homecoming after 30 vears. He
contested this seat thrice and
won in 1984 and 1991, He was
defeated in 1989 by Jan Sangh
leader Pyarelal Khandelwal. In
1991, Singh defeated Khandel-
wal by just 1,470 votes.

After becoming CM in Dec
1943, Digvijava vacated Rajgarh
seat. His brother Lakshman
Singh won the bypoll that fol-
lowed, and four more polls from
Rajgarh, the last one on a BJP
ticket in 2004.

To prove his loyalty to Con-
gress, Digvijaya fielded Naray-
an Singh Amlave as the party’'s
candidate against his brother
in 2009 and personally cam-

TITAN WATCH

Shivraj Singh Chouhan | BJP
SEAT | Vidisha

Jyotiraditya Scindia | BIP
SEAT | Guna

K P Yadav in 2019
CONTEST STATUS | Tight race

» Won in 1991, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2004
CONTEST STATUS | Comfortably placed

» The former 4-time CM returns to the
parliamentary seat after 18 years. Vidisha remains
a BJP fortress where Cong last won 40 years ago.
Cong has fielded Pratap Bhanu Sharma, the last
partyman to win Vidisha in 1980 & 1984

> Won in 2002, 2004, 2009, 2014
(as Cong nominee). Lost to BJP's

» Up against Cong's Rao Yadvendra Singh Yaday,
a former BJP man with Jan Sangh legacy. Scindia's
campaign boosted by Amit Shah rally but he may
struggle to get predominant Yadav vote, which
was one of the reasons for his 2019 loss

Digvijaya Singh | Cong
SEAT | Rajgarh

> Won in 1984, 1991.
Lost to BJP's Pyarelal
Khandelwal in 1989
CONTEST STATUS | Tight race
» Diggy Raja’s running a determined
campaign in a seat which Cong last won in
2009. Six of 8 assembly segments have BIP
MLAs. BJP candidate Rodmal Nagar won in
2019 with a massive 65% vote share

PHASE 3
VOTING ON

May 7

Guna

Rajaarh

Vidisha

paigned to ensure Congress'’
win. Amlave beat Lakshman by
24,388 votes, That was the last
time Raghogarh roval family
represented the seat. The Modi
wave caught up with Rajgarh

in 2014 and 2019 when BJP's
Rodmal Nagar, a local business-
man close to RSS, won by mar-
gins of 2.2 lakh and 4.3 lakh.
This is Digvijava's turf
where the 77-vear-old is known

as Hajasahab. The Raja re-
turned, albeit wounded, from
Bhopal in 2019 when he lost to
Malegaon blast accused Pragva
Singh Thakur, BJP's candidate.

Digegy Raja is running a de-

termined campaign, address-
ing public meetings and con-
tacting voters in 25 villages a
day. But it is a hard fight.

Six of the eight assembly
segments of Rajgarh have BJP
MLAs. The only two Congress-
held ones are Raghogarh,
where hisson Jaivardhan is the
MLA, and Susner where Con-
oress’ Bhairon Singh is the
MLA. Jaivardhan won by a
margin of 4,505 votes in the Nov
2023 assembly elections and
Bhairon by 12,645 votes.

Compared to Maharaja and
Raja, former chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is sit-
ting pretty in Vidisha — an
impregnable BJP fortress last
won by Congress in 1984,

Before becoming CM, Chou-
han represented Vidisha five
times in LS from 1991 (when
Atal Behari Vajpayee vacated
it) till 2006. Chouhan returns to
his LS seat after 18 vears. Con-
oress has fielded Pratap Bhanu
Sharma, the last partyman to
win Vidisha in 1980 and 1984.

Vidisha is where Sushma
Swaraj won by over 4 lakh votes

n 2004 and 2014, In 2019, a rela-
tively less known Ramakant
Bhargava won by over 5 lakh
votes. Mama Shivraj — chief
minister for 16 yvears whose
popularity hit the peak with
Ladli Bahna Yojana — is target-
ing a victory margin of 8 lakh
votes. If he achieves this, Chou-
han will again emerge as the
most popular political face of
Madhya Pradesh despite not
being chief minister anymore.
At a public meeting in Betul
last Wednesday, PM Modi said
he was taking Chouhan to Par-
liament. “On May 7, there isan
election in Vidisha where my
brother Shivraj ji is the candi-
date. Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and I used to work together in
the organisation. When he was
chief minister and I was chief
minister, we used to work to-
gether. He went to Parliament
when I used to work as general
secretary And now again [ want
to take him with me,” the PM
said. This, however, means that
Chouhan's era in Madhva
Pradesh is over; he will now
return to central politics.
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

Amid Sound And Fury Of Election Campaign, Arch-Rivals Echo Each Other’s Tone And Tenor

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge has
written to PM Narendra Modi
that his letter to NDA candi-
dates betrays a desperation,
and he wants the candidates
to “amplify lies” because his
own lies are not having the ef-
fect he had hoped.

Kharge said the claim that
Congress will snatch the reser-
vation of SC/ST/OBC is a
“blatant lie” because people
know it is RSS that is opposing
reservations since they were
introduced  post-Independ-
ence, and now BJP leaders are
sayving that openly in the cam-
paign. He said the PM should
instead clarify why he is op-
posed to giving reservation in
proportion to population.

Kharge said Modi has
asked candidates to talk about
Congress snatching people’s
wealth by bringing ‘inher-
itance tax’ when no such issue
has been mentioned in the par-
tv manifesto and when it is a
fact that BJP has looted Rs 10
crore from farmers in Gujarat
for electoral bonds, and col-
lected over Rs 8,000 crore inall.

“From the tone and con-
tent of the letter it seems that
there is a lot of desperation
and worry in you which is
leading vou to use language
that does not suit the office of
the PM. Repeating a lie a
thousand times will not make

Kharge to Modi: ¥
are desperate, lying

You

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge with Rahul Gandhi and Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah at a rally in Karnataka's Shivamogga on Thursday

it the truth,” the Congress
president said, citing the
PM’s letter to all NDA candi-
dates about what they need to
communicate to the voters.
Kharge challenged the PM
for a debate on the Congress
manifesto and concluded his
letter saving, “when the elec-
tions are over, people will only
remember vou as the PM who
indulged in divisive and com-
munal speechesfilled with lies
to avoid an inevitable defeat.”
He goes on to talk about
the guarantees in the Con-
gress manifesto focussed on
the rights of the youth, wom-
en, farmers, labour force and
the empowerment of the
poor. “Our guarantee is Nvay
to all,” Kharge emphasises.
“We have heard vou and the
home minister say that Con-
gress is practising appease-
ment politics. The only ap-

peasement policy that we
have seen in the last 10 years
is the appeasement of Chi-
nese by yvou and your minis-
ters,” Kharge said.

*Even today, vou refuse to
call China as ‘ghuspaithiye
(intruder)’, instead on June
19, 2020, you said ‘'na koi ghusa
hai, na hi koi ghus aaya hai’,
insulting the supreme sacri-
fice of 20 Indian soldiers in
Galwan. “Your public ‘Clean
Chit’ to China, has weakened
India’s case and made it more
belligerent,” he added.

Kharge goes on to high-
light that the PM has appealed
to BJP workers to mobilise
voters in the name of religion.
“It is better as the PM if you
seek votes on the performance
of your government over the
last ten vears instead of in-
dulging in hate speeches,” the
Congress President states.

New Delhi: Congress has
been carrying out a “desper-
atecampaignof lies, misintor-
mation and appeasement poli-
tics” for votes in the Lok Sabha
polls as it is left with no other
option after having betraved
the people’s trust repeatedly
during itsrule in the past, BJP
alleged on Thursday.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here at the BJP head-
quarters, Union minister Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar said PM
Narendra Modi has put the
country on the path of pro-
gressinthelast 10 years and In-
dia became the third largest
economy in the world under
his leadership from the “frag-
ile five” during the UPA rule.
“Congress, which was giv-
en multiple opportunities by
the people to serve them, has
betrayed their trust repeated-
Iy and is today left with no oth-
er alternative but (to carry
out) a desperate campaign of
lies, misinformation and ap-
peasement politics,” he said.
While the BJP's campaign
for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls is
based on the “performance of
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di”, Congressisnotspeakinga
word on the 10 vears of the
UPA rule but is spreading lies
on various issues including
reservation to SCs, STs and
OBCs, Chandrasekhar said.
The BJP functionary dis-
missed as false propaganda
Congress’ claim that BJP was

BJP to Congress: You
are desperate, Iymg

H‘EHIEFS-

BJP su ppnrters during PM Modi's rally in Gujarat's Anand on Thursday

seeking 400-plus seats in the
parliamentary polls because
it wants to change the Consti-
tution and end the provisions
made to provide reservation
tothe SCs, STsand OBCs.

He alleged that the Con-
gress 1s tryving to build a “false
narrative”. ltisspreading this
“lie” while visiting every
archbishop, Christians and
Muslims, he charged.

“We protect the reserva-
tion. They want to provide re-
ligion-based quota to which
BJP is completely against.
The people are aware of this
fundamental difference be-
tween the BJP-led NDA and
the Congress,” he added.

Chandrasekhar also took
on Congress over its “redis-
tribution of wealth” poll
promise and said, “At a time
when we are making policies
toempower the yvouthanden-
able them to achieve their as-

pirational goals, Congress
has brought Marxist eco-
nomic policy of redistrib-
ution of wealth.”

Addressing the press con-
ference, BJP national spokes-
person Saved Zafar Islam
highlighted the Modi govern-
ment's achievements in the
last 10 years and hit out at the
Congress over its claim of
growing inequality during
NDA rule.

“The Indian economy is
growingat a faster pace. Con-
gress and its economists talk
about equality and inequali-
ty while in reality, inequality
is the lowest in the country
today,” he said.

“While there was double
digit inflation during UPA
rule, it is the lowest at 3.2 per
cent today PM Modi con-
trolled inflation and did not let
it rise in the last 10 vears,” the
BJP functionary said. pri

Cong altered quota system several times to benefit Muslims: BJP?

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Respondingtose-
nior Congress veteran P Chi-
dambaram’s claim that PM
Narendra Modi continued to
fight ghosts in his election
speeches on the quota issue,
BJPon Thursday circulateda
long list of occasions when
the quota system was altered
especially to benefit the Mus-
lim community

“Congress ensured that
SC/ST reservation, as man-
dated by the Constitution, was
removed from Aligarh Mus-
lim University (1981) and Ja-
mia Millia Islamia (2011) in fa-

vour of Muslims, even though
both are govt funded. Con-
eress also ensured that ‘mi-
nority’ institutions, even if
state funded. don’t have to pro-
vide reservations for SC/ST/
OBCs,” BJP IT department
head Amit Malviya said as he
posted a list of times when the
quota structure was altered.
He said not just this, Congress
iried to give reservation to
Muslims in Andhra Pradesh
five times but the courts
struck it down every time.
After citing several at-
tempts by Congress to intro-
duce 5% Muslim quota in govt
jobs and educational institu-
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BJP's Mandi candidate Kangna Ranaut during campaigning on Thursday

tions between 2004-14, BJP
claimed that in June 2013, then

minority affairs minister K
Rahman Khan said UPA was

committed to implement a
4.5% Muslim quota. “Finally,
the UPA govt went to SC to
plead for Muslim reservation.
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My father inherited Cong aims to create
rift between Ram &

martyrdom, not
wealth: Priyanka

Suchandana.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Congress national
general secretary Privanka
Gandhi on Thursday hit back
strongly at BJP's accusation
that former PM Rajiv Gandhi
abolished inheritance tax in
1985 sothat he wouldn'thave to
giveaway partof thewealth he
inherited after the death of his
mother, Indira Gandhi.

“Myfather inherited mar-
tvrdom,” she said at an elec-
tion rally in MP’s Morena. It
was her first visit to Madhya
Pradesh for Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Morena votes in the
third phase on May 7.

A weekago, in Morena, PM
Modi had said: “It was widely
said that when Indira Gandhi
passed away and her son Rajiv
had to get her property, as PM,
he abolished the inheritance
law of that time to save his
property and ensure the mon-
evdidn’'tgotogovt.,”

“I know what martyrdom
means. Today, [ am 52, and I'm
saying this for the first time in
public. How do I make you un-
derstand how much lovel have
for my countryv? When Modi ji
stands onthedaisand callsmy
father a ‘traitor’, when Modi ji
says that my father changed a
law to take inheritance from
his mother, he will never real-

‘ t"*.l

Privanka during a puhllc meeting in
Chhattisgarh's Korba on Thursday

ise that my father did not get
riches and wealth as inher-
itance, My father got the senti-
ments of martyrdom as inher-
itance,” she said,

she argued that the people
of Morena can understand the
feeling. Morena is in Chambal
where every village takes
pride in sending their voung
men and women tomilitary.

Attacking PM Modi for
his allegation that Congress
will “X-ray bank lockers”,
Privanka said, “They are de-
ceiving vou by claiming that
Congress is going to ‘steal
vour mangalsutra’. The PM
says that with X-Ray ma-
chines, Congress will enter
vour homes and take away
yvour mangalsutra, gold and
property. Have yvou heard of
anyvthing more absurd?”

Polling booths in tiger territory
get fresh net cover in Sundarbans

Krishnendu Mukherjee | Tnn

Kolkata: A 1Zkm river stretch
slkirting the villages of Lahiri-
pur, Jamespur, Kumirmari,
Choto Mollakhali, and Jhark-
hali in Sundarbans in West
Bengal has got fresh nvlon
nets to prevent tigers that
stray out of the reserve forest
from encroaching into human
habitats and disrupting the
poll process on Junel.

There are at least 57 poll-
ing booths in these villages
on the edge of the forest.
Spread across Gosaba and
Kultali assembly constituen-

cies under Jaynagar Lok Sab-
ha seat, these villages have
over &lakh voters.

Indian Sundarbans 1is
home to at least 101 tigers, ac-
cordingtothe latest census.

“With the elections ap-
proaching, vigilance has been
increased and a 12km section
of old fencing replaced,” Jus-
tine Jones, deputy field direc-
tor, said, adding that much of
their focus ison booths located
alongthis vulnerable stretch.

Officials from South 24
Parganas division are moni-
toringadditional 92km stretch
protected by net fencing.

Shiva devotees : PM

» Continued from P1

e have heard about
\V ‘love jihad’ and *land
Jihad' so far. This

campaign for vote jihad is
the latest. | presume vou all
know what the meaning of
‘jihad’ 1s,” PM told a gather-
ing in Anand, Gujarat’s milk
city. “Worse, not a single
Congress functionary has
condemned it yet.”

Modi also tore into Con-
gress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge for his allegedly dis-
paraging remarks about
Ram and Shiva devotees, ac-
cusing him of trving to cre-
ate a rift among Hindus in
pursuanceof hisparty's “ap-
peasement” of Muslims.

At an election rally in
Surendranagar, the PM said,
“Congress chief Kharge has
made a very dangerous state-
ment with malafide inten-
tions. They (Congress) aim
to create differences among
devotees of Ram and Shiva
s0 that they fight with each
other. Even the Mughals
could not break our tradi-
tions dating back thousands
of vears, but now Congress
wants to break it?”

Modi iterated that the
Congress manifesto smacked
of “Muslim League’s declara-
tions”, carrving forward its

intent to grant reservation
based on religion to Muslims
for three decades.

“Congress betrayved the
Constitution...Its manifesto
proposes a separate quotafor
minorities, especially Mus-
lims, in the allocation of all
govt tenders,” he said

“Govt contracts are not
awarded based on caste or re-
ligion. But Congress wants
to do that for its vote bank.
Govt buys arms and ammu-
nition for our Army from pri-
vate players. So, are we going
to give contracts to people
from a specific religion or se-
lect qualified contractors?”

Declaring that nobody
would be able to divide the
country until he was alive,
the PM announced the
launch of a nationwide cam-
paign to spread awareness
about the Constitution after
the vote count on June 4.

“1 will expose this gang
that wants to alter the
Constitution. I will reach out
to people living in every cor-
ner of the country. It's time
we teach a lesson to these
people,” he said.

Modi addressed four ral-
lies covering Anand in cen-
tral Gujarat and several con-
stituencies of Saurashtra,
including Junagadh, Jamna-
garand Surendranagar.

The SC clubbed the central
Muslim guota case of UPA
govt with the Andhra Pradesh
Muslim guota case and heard
the matter through a constitu-
tional bench,” Malviya said.
Rebutting Chidambaram’s
claim, Malviva said the 2024
Congress manifesto unequiv-
ocally implied Muslim reser-
vation. “For instance, what is
the difference between Point 3
and Point 6 in the minorities
section of the manifesto?
Point 3 says ‘encourage’ mi-
norities to take full advantage
of opportunities, If the Con-
gress manifesto had limited it-
self to just this, it would have

been okay. But Point 6 says ‘en-
sure’ minorities receive ‘fair
share' on exactly the same is-
sues as mentioned in Point 3,
Malvivasaid.

Meanwhile, Baby Rani
Maurya, a senior minister in
Yogi Adityvanath’s cabinet
and a known Dalit face, cited
the several positions she
held, from governor fo a se-
nior minister, and said Con-
eress and its allies should re-
spond to Modi's “challenge”
that there will not be any al-
teration in the gquota system
to accommaodate Muslims for
their politics of appeasement
and vote bank.

“Naidu playing dirty,
instigated my sister

against me: Jagan

Times News NETwoRk

Vijavawada: Andhra Pra-
desh chief minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Thursday
accused his rival, TDP presi-
dent N Chandrababu Naidu,
of “playing dirty” by “influ-
encing” his sister, YS Shar-
mila, to contest elections in
the state against him. Shar-
mila heads Congress’s And-
hra unit, which is contesting
Lok Sabhaand assemblyelec-
tions against TDP and Ja-
gan's YSRCP.

In an interview with
Times Now, Jagan wasmoved
to tears when asked about
fighting polls against his es-
tranged sister. Accusing Nai-
du of being hand-in-glove
with Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy, Jagan said: “TDP head
remote-controlled Revanth
and my sister. My familial re-
lations (with Sharmila) are
disturbed dueto TDE"

Jagan said he had im-
plored his sister to pick any
profession other than politics,
but she was ‘influenced’ by ri-
vals whoexploited the fissures
in the family When asked why
he blocked his sister from join-
ing politics, Jagan said: 1
don't prefer family-run poli-
tics... how many members
will opt for politics?”

Congress is projecting
Sharmila as the daughter
who deserves the legacy and
inheritance of the late YS Ra-
jasekharaReddy When asked
how his mother is coping
with the friction among the
siblings, Jagan dodged the
gquery, sayving: “Politics is not
just about contesting, it is
about delivering to people.”

¥S Jagan Mohan Reddy during
the release of party's manifesto

Claiming that YSRCP
will sweep the Lok Sabha
and assembly elections in
Andhra Pradesh, Jagan said
both NDA and INDIA bloc
were ‘insignificant’ in the
state. When asked to choose
between PM Narendra Modi
and Congress MP Rahul
(Gandhi at a national level,
Jagan said his support will
be issue-based and not spe-
cifictoan individual.

Jagan said while he
backed the PM’'s ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ proposal,
he disagreed with him over
his views on the minorities.
On Rahul, he =said: “Given
the history | have with Ra-
hul... T was sent to jail by
them. So, my opinion of Ra-
hul cannot be unbiased.” He
blamed Congress and Telu-
gu Desam Party for tryving to
malign his family’'s reputa-
tion when he was sent to jail
for 16 months in the dispro-
portionate assets case regis-
tered against him by CBI.

Jagan also blamed erst-
while UPA govt for promis-
ing ‘special status’ for And-
hra Pradesh but stopping
short of turning it into an
Act, Hesaid thisallowed BJP
a chance to deny special sta-
tus to Andhra Pradesh.

Z60L in ‘cloth’ parcels on Duronto
seized, 3 railway staff suspended

Nagpur: At least Rs60lakh in
cash stashed in sacks with
“cloth” labels was being
smuggled in the parcel rake of
the Nagpur-Mumbai Duronto
Express on April 15, before the
consignment was intercepted
by EPE Mumbai, when the
train reached Chhatrapati
Shivaji Terminus (CST), re-
ports Soumiira Bose.

The seizure followed ran-
dom checks by RPFduringen-
forcement of the model code

of conduct. Of the 250 parcels
loaded in the brake-van of the
train, only eight went
through an X-ray scanner
while the cloth-labelled par-
cels stuffed with cash were
given safe passage without
the mandatory scan, top rail-
way sources said.

Central Railway has since
suspended three employees
and imposed a fine of Rs 1
lakh on the contractor who
had lease on the parcel van.
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Catapult your career

THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA

(5et up by an Act of Parliament)

ICAI Bhawan, Indraprastia Marg, Post Box No. 7100, New Delhi-110002

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAl) is a Statutory Body
established by an Act of Parliament for regulation and development of the
profession of Chartered Accountants in India. The ICAl is the largest professional
body of Chartered Accountants in the world, with a strong tradition of service to
the Indian economy in public interest. ICAI invites applications for the following
position on contract basis initially for a term of two (2) years to be considered for
extension in deserving cases on performance and need basis:

Minimum
Qualification | Experience | Remuneration (in As.) upio

Position Required

CA/LLM/LLE

Consultant-Prima
Facie Opinions (PFO)

Monthly Consolidated

10 Years 2 Lakhs p.m.

The Institute holds the right to relax the eligibility crnteria for deserving candidates
and its decision in this regard shall be considered as final.
For further details, please visit the website of the Institute www.icai.org. Interested

candidates may email their structured application at hiringeonsultant2024@icai,in
within 15 days from the date of advertisement,
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NOW OPEN

BUDH YIHAR
Plot Mo = 01/75 Khasra Ma - $8/25.
Budh Vihar Phase - 1, Pooth Katan,
Mew Delhi - 110084
MEAR BRAHM SHAKTI HOSPITAL

/" DAIKIN

ZERO pown pAYMENT
cAsHBACK UPTD:2,900

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AR el

LERD oown PAYMENT
CASHBACK UPTO 2,500

ZERO pown PAYMENT

ErrddrddrRddididrr AR RdiETrdaRd R

&0 Months Comprehensive Warranty

ZERO pown pAYMENT
CASHBACK UPT0:3,000

AIR CONDITIONERS AVAILABLE FROM CAPACITY - O.BT/1T/1.5T/1.8BT/ 2T/ 2.5T /3T & STAR RATING - 3STAR /4 STAR /5 STAR

FREE

Standard Installation®

FREE

1+4 Year Additional Warranty*
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Upto 77,500/- Instant Discount & Cashback on Banks
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{1 HOFC BANK R )4 JC- oneco: JERWAVSEETYN @ kotalk
VIJAY SALES (INDIA) PVT. LTD.

MUMBAI PUNE AHMEDABAD VADODARA SURAT

DELHI GURUGRAM MNOIDA

INDIRAPURAM

FARIDABAD GHAZIABAD HYDERABAD WARANGAL ANDHRA PRADESH

DELHI - Model Town 1l | Pitampura | Rohini [E] | Paschim Vikar | Uttarm Nagar [E] | Dwarka | Rajapuri | Janakpuri |

Rajouri Garden | Patel Nagar | Karol Bagh | Lajpat Nagar Il | Kalkaji |

Saket J-Block | Vikas Marg | Shahdara | Daryaganj | Indirapuram | Ghaziabad | Noida | Greater Noida | Gurugram | Old
Gurugram | Faridabad | Hauz Khas | Narela | Dundahera | Najafgarh | Mangloi | Nawada | Burari

Now Dpen - Budh Vihar : Plot No ;- 01/75, Khasra No :- 48/25, Budh Vihar Phase - 1, F'nnH'II{alan Mew Delhi - 110084

NEAR BRAHM SHAKTI HOSPITAL
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Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

Dholera
smart City

9818547276

‘INVEST IN Authority

 approved residential plots -«
. near international airport .
v, Starts from 11 lacs x
. channel partners welcome .

CONTACT
9873034789

‘SALE OF N/Feng Lary *
« Flrs {(only Upper GF avlb) -
. DIf Ph 2+prem. Intr, K BIK .
+ 300 sqyd, 4 BHK+5 Bath+ -
« Srvnt{Ownr Cvl Engr) .

. EV/AN
A MOTI AHUJA

198100 12400

GREEHWDDD CITY:
. Im!p House 5008Y 0 Plot
. Rate, T BR/North/Gated,” .
* 11cr/ideal approach. clean -+
. deal. Exclusive Mandate.
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JEET

IESTATE
19810010295

- WANTED / Available
: Elevate 2095, 2205 & 2595 5q
i, DLEFE Arbour 3956 sq ft, -
. Puri aravallis 3/4 bedroom .
* Legend 4 BR 3100 sq ft. 7
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8076268806

:EE hbar prize puch le

* For Sale Shop at Dwarka

- 12/5 Munish Plaza Gr. Fir,
. Front Size: 5.6x 15 Ft, 2nd
* LIG Flat Sec.-26 2nd Fir
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PROPERTY

FOCUS

GURGAON |

1 2\ SABHARWALR
1<) assocures |

19810099174

.  Flr Duplex & Triplex i
t In DLF City 1-2-4,5. Lok-1, |
Pdrk Facing , f‘urner i
| Gated, 100%PBU  Size i

' S00-400-500 & 1000sqyd. |

19810061698 |

' Contact

Jatin Sharma

9873782808

Sale{l} Emaar Digi- i
'hn}mes 2BR, Higher Flr
'{2} Emaar EBD SCO89:
.1ﬂ4 Sq.Yd. (3) Emerald |
! Estate; 2BR, 1050 sft !
H]lL}-:n:hhm 4BR, 4000 Sft. i

LIFESTYLE RESIDENCES

9811007736

5 TATA LA Vida Dwarka :
i Expressway Brand New i
| Ready to Shift ABHK+ SR | '

i +2 Car Parking size 2217 |
i 5.0t Good Sunlight.

...............................................................

FOR SALE
SPACIOUS BUNGALOW
in Gurgaon (Prime location
near Intermational Airport.

Adjacent to Ambience

Creacions and approved

Metro station)

671 sq. yards, East facing,
Corner, 3-side open, VASTU
perfect, beautifully designed

bungalow comprising

basement, spacious 4 BR
sets in each GF, FF & SF,

Each floor comprises 4BR
with attached bath, modular
kitchen, spacious family cum
dining room, large drawing

room with powder toilet,
study/pooja room. Spacious
balconies. Well designed
front lawn. Two independent
servant quarters. Newly
installed Schindler lift with a
capacity of 8 persons.

Ample parking space.
19.95 Cr. Entire payment by
cheque only. Suits Corporate

Sector/Doctors/
Professionals/Individuals.
CONTACT: OWNER

9717100520

We are inviting Real
Estate Consultants,
Brokers & Dealers
who are interested in
marketing Plots &
Villas at DHOLERA
SIR & at AHMEDABAD.

Kindly Contact :
982 013 9398
911 571 2931
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Ererrors Frevin Doy Frem.

To advertise
in Classifieds,
please Call

Sunil :
9999499496
for
Property ads

Readers are recommended to make

—— appropriate enquires and seek

THE TIMES
{.'H.{T:Ill'l-‘

appropriate advice before sending

moneay, incurring any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or
entering into any commitment in relation
to any advertisement published in this
publication. The Times of India Group
doesn't vouch for any claims made by
the Advertisers of products and
services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor,
and the owners of The Times of India
Group publications shall not be held
liable for any consequences, in the
event such claims are not honoured by
the Advertisers.

NORTH DELHI

i OWNER

{CONTACTE
9810444180 :
- 9716728560

- FOR Sale Prime Loc. 200
« yds, Green & open View, -
~4dth Fir with Eoof rights,

- Car Park, New constru- -
. ction at Vijay Nagar Dethi .

ROHINI

Kaul

17042292279

BEST Investment
Option Secd4, 35,36, 37, 38 |
i Availability of Plots in i
Rohini. DDA Liaison
l-reehﬂld of Plois.

ROFINI}

18448552015 |8

! ROHINI BUY/ SELL |
i Plots Alloted by DDA |
Sec-1-38. Liaison/ Collab-
oration/ New Allotment
lmstmnt B448552018.

BISHT!

IPROPERTIES]
IPVT. LTD.}

19811134984
19650045100

MIG (26+26=52)=sqmt !
i /D, 2Bed, Lift, Prkg. i
'SrE!'Ei'ﬂI‘-'!] Rohini Pkt—Bﬁ !
H Np,153-154, 68L-FF, EEL
SF 75L-TF, Loan Avail ;

Contact
Owner

199999-67463f

- PLOT FOR sale, 2
= Sector-44, Moida, Plot Size- -
. 450 meter, Prime Location |
* On 24 meter road. Contact -
« Drarmer-99998-67463 ;

19717452701

- YEIDA PLOTS Sale/
- Buy, Sector 18 & 20, .
. Tamuna Expressway, Size ;
= 300, 500, 1000, 2000 sq.mtr,
. Call WhatsApp 9717452701

 consuLTANT |
{ pvT. LTD. |

4 99117-14666 §
 YAMUNA PLOT Auth. -

- Residential & Industrial

P Sec-18, 20, 22D, 26, 29, 32,33 ¢
« Rizes 300, 500, 1000, 2000,

. 4000 Mir, Call: 9911714666

----------------------

DA N R L B LA L R N D LR B B R R 1 R

| NomA |
' INDUSTRY WALE
| 9811101957

@ang

ghosh & ghosh

'SALLHRENT
| INDUSTRY, Plots,
'Hmlrlmg q-hEl'lS Moida,

| Greater Noida, Yamuna
n Expressway

TIMES Inter:la»

Connecting Fesple. Connacting Mesds,

TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CALL:

+. N\ TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTIGE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:
9999499496

MATRIMONIAL:
9310298131

9312633518

EXQUISITE =cven bedroom
honise for sale in sec-122 noida
stilt parking, three floors, tiled
terrace, glass lift. 15 mins from
sechor 1B RSET01HIE5T

READY to Move Farmhouse
110841 Sq. ft, Sector-135, Noida
Duplex, 4 Bedroom, 4 Bathroom
Modular Kitchen, Pool, Iawn. &
Car Parking, Solar £ 8T00E37220

85278-34633

 AUITHORITY Plots
i in Noida Extension for
 sale. At prime locations. |
P sizes 100 to 5300 mmtrs. Loan i

| | Available. Registry Open |

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

BUY /Scll Yamuna Exp Resi
Plot Sec-18.20, GR, Noida Resi /
Indl. Plots Alpha, Beta, Gama
Delta, P-3, S.Magri,Sec2,2 Ghar
Sansar 9818650738, 98TATI1620

| Wide Land §
1 Realty |
§ 8743000008/9

'SALE INDUSTRIAL '
Plﬂts 416, 800, 2400, mt i
i sec. 2, 2300, 4000 mt sec 8, |
Sli}ﬂﬂmt sec, 57, 4000mf !
i sec. 63, SAcres Phahni =

Wide Land
Realty
8743000008/9

i Sale Residential plo-
P ts 450mt sec. 194, 300, 450 |
i mt sec.26.250. 450mt sec. i
a6, 360mt sec.39, 300, 450
I mt secdd 300, 45[!111t sec 47

sdisasiing b LAl ralan el

NAINITAL

VALLEY View Villa-Bhimtal
G-beds, 4-baths, 2 kitchens, huge
veranda,offering breathtaking
views & all modern amenities
Call: 3881050044, 990060

a0UTH DELHI

SARVAPRIYA Vihar. 325 sq
yvards, 2006 contraction, 4bed dd
Ground floor., Driveway
parking. Contact:- Rajinder
SHTIRIAB0S | BT00113162,

llllllllllllllllllllll

Luv [
SHROFF

:| 97171-67033 |:

-COMMERCIAL SITE
« 1300 5g Yds with License & -
. RERA, Prime Locationon |
» Golf Course Extn Road -

« Gurgaon, Details on visit

i AMBICA PROPE
(Regd]) :

198101-20612
4 89206-30362 ¢

- WESTEND - 800 3rd + Ter -
» Vo hr 800 Bmi+GF Tr m]p}: .
. P'Shil Park 800vd 3rd+Terr |
- Maharani Bagh 800v B+ GF -
Gl{f“illl Beh 800v 3rd+ TE'r ;

----------------------

LUV
SHROFF

97171-67033

- PRE RENTED Building -
« in Gurgaon, Leased to .
. World Renowned German |
* Automobile Brand, 30 yrs -
. Lease, Rental Rs.30Lac PM .

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

RECRUITMENT &
EDUCATION:

9811790649

SHOPPING:

9312633518

SERVICES /

VEHICLES & TRAVEL:
9999499496

DEFENCE colony avail. 400/
3257217 s.vds Premium Floors
Readys Bkg All Moors, parking,
lift, S&. Chopra Associates
Ge2RR0, SeaTIEEID

JANGPURA Exin.Lawyers
Pref. Area. Ready/Bkg Park
facing premium Floors, Area
200,250/ 200 sq.vds. Chopra Ass-
ociates, 9650992839, 0650702339

Tathasthu Pvt. Ltd
9811788886

* VALUE FOR money deal *
« Greater Kailash 500 sq.vds, -
. New, T.F+Terrace, 4 BHE, .
- B'ful Specifications, Wide -
« Road. Many more options .

18-2121-6161

 BUY SELL Rent Dera

» Mandi Ansal Villa Asola

: Chtrpur DLF Bhati MTD

* Vkunj Jonapur Sainik

« Farm Sultanpur EMD etc.

1{GROVER
{ ASSOCIATES

9810173911
 011-47094595

E

" =
" "
" a
B "

- PANCHSHEEL PAREK

« 300w First Flr 4Bedrooms, -

: /D, Lounge, Stilt Parking ;
- Servant Qtr, Excellent Loc -
T'ﬁp of line Construction

ESTATE

9818881000
9599808726

- 1.80 ACRE Farm in DLF
Ehaitarpur Vastu perfect, -
. Wide Rd, Clear title, Excel. |
* Loc. & G.K-1 Encl 485y F.F, -
- lift, stilt prke @ r'ble price -

RAJAN
BHATIA

0811461198
- GITANJALI ENCL 340y *

» Luxurious Bmt+GEF Triplx -
. Exclusive Lift/Entrv & FF
-each 4 BR, 5.Gtr; Stilt Car -
» Parking (Possession Soon) -

4 S KUMAR
498110-31558

- VASANT VIHAR Park
» Facing First Floor 4 Beds, -
» /D, Lounge, Ready ;
* Pogsession. 8. Kumar

- BB11031558

llllllllllllllllllllll

RATTAN |

A |
9810381356
I 9810265234 |

GREATER Haﬂash

1, 3BHE {208 Sq.yds) 2nd :
‘Flnm Corner Lift, Car i
i Parking, Servant Qfr,
i . Reasonable PI‘iL‘F :

Trrrrrrrrmre s e T

B0 B LA L R R i

LUXURY FLATS

IN PRIME LOCATION

In Very Reasonable Price

MG Road (South Delhi)
With Loan Facility + Registry
Car Parking+Lift & Furnished

Flat. Walking Distance

from Metro Station
Contact

7982406556
8882303763

(Broker Welcome)

| SUSHANT LOK |

Na|

ID

W Infrapromoters Pvi, Lid. |

- SUSHANT LOE-1

« Luzsury Floors, 4 BHE,

, 416 sq.yds, Gated Society,
- Vastu, Ready to Move In
» Call: Owner: S54058-38056

[ CENTRAL DELHI |

GAFFAR Market Karol Bagh,
Shop for Sale 30 sq.yd, 5 Storey
Freashold, Prime Location.l

deal Investment. For Direct
Dieal Call 810098306, 9311488266

To book your ad

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES
| GUEST HOUSES |

GUEST HOUSE ON
LEASE / RENT

in Gurugram

Elegant Property Well
Furnished Luxury Guest House
Fully Operational with
36 Rooms, Kitchen & Parking.
Very Ideal for
Multinational Company
Guest House, Vacation
Home, Hotel with
Restaurant or Hospital.

ONLY GENUINE PARTIES CONTACT
9810605224, 8948782796

[ LEASE & RENT |

SECTOR-136, NOIDA EXPRESSWAY

SUITABLE FOR

BANK, OFFICES, MMCS,
CALL CEHTEHE INSURANCE
SECTORS & EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTES.

CORNER PLOT
SUPER AREA- 40,000SQFT
CENTRALLY AIR-CONDITIONED

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

NOIDA

INDUSTRIAL Piot for Rent @
Noida Ph-11 having area of 7708
SGM, including total covered
area 3500 SGM £+91 7365648857

Wide Land

Realty
8743000008/9

:INDEPENDENT i
: KOTHI for Rent Sec-51, |
: D-Block 300mt B'ment+3 :
: Story 9 BR 9 Bathroom :
EH Drawing Dining 3!

i Kitchen Ample Car park- i

m;._, nearby Metro Stn.

Renting Noida

Contact

9350868866,

- 0120-4263422
. 5800 SFT. Each 1st & 2nd .
: floor Indust], Bldg. Furn'd |
» AC, Ecofriendly power ba- -
. clkup, Ready to move. Near .
* Metro Stn, 80° Road Ample -
.' parking D-89, Sec-2, Noida :

GREEN BUILDING DESIGN
DIRECT METRO CONNECTIVITY
NOIDA EXPRESSWAY FACING

CALL : 9818080602

* FOR LEASE Office space
» Areas 5000.10,000 & 15.000 -
» s0.0t in A+ Grade Buldngs .
*on Golf Course Exin Rd.

« Call JL'S 981623 (051

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Contact

i OWNER
19811018628

-COMMERCL. SPACE -
« B30 5q. ft. for Lease / Bent -
' in DDA market, I-Blocl,

* Dilshad Garden, Walking

» distance from Metro Sth.

Contact:

9871098146

. UDYOG VIHAR, Brand :
' New Interiors, 9000 sq.ft,
t‘fur lease NH-8 facing, Sim:
. age avail. Other tenants
* MINC. Next to Radisson

- Hotel. Covered car parks.

. FOR RENT Showroom .
135 Sec-37 Pace city-1 Hero
- Honda chlk 25000 ft & 201 & -
- Hotel bidg 162P sec-52 40Rk :
*rooms @ 201 & B-11 South
L‘1t:r 130 RK. # 9311139322, .

----------------------

d BHK plus 5@ flat 2727 sqft
fully furnished in DLF NEW
TOWN HEIGHTS SECTOR 90
GURGAON near MANESAR
available for lease preference
companies. Expected rent G0N0
pm negotlable Contact
S9TTTOELT

d M: 9773664737 §
. FOR RENT. 304 Sq.¥ds. -
» First & [Ind Floor 2700sqgft -
» Each, Corner, 40' wide Rd,

- opp Maruti udyog, gate nol -
« CHd Dethi Gen Bd Gurgaon .

----------------------

éﬁﬂﬂhmg

Sadan Eslales

0654002318 |

i Tenant: Hindustan ;
{ times 1td ( location- golf
i course ext road) 15yr lea- |
isedyrlck in price 2,12 cr ;
{106 1c monthly rental

SOUTH DELHI

TO Let luxurious fully furnis
hed new AC Appt A 152, Gd Fl,
Def Col Nd 24 SBR.DID,SLHIE par
king, Auto gen set,Lift.Sults
Expats # 11am-4pm 9810426650

FOR Eent Hauz Khas Main
Road Ground Floor 350 Sq.ft,
Plus Separate Entry. Wide
froni. suits Doctor / Path Lab
ete. Contact 9313700550

llllllllllllllllllllll

Contact
PP SINGH

9811055242

- PRIME COMMERCIAL
! Showroom for Leaseon
« Shivalik Main rd, G.F 1600 -
. it showroom, Ample prkg, .
* Huge signage. Previous
« tenant Cafe Coffee Day.

9899966622
8447730228 -

- OKHLA MAIN-ROAD. .
' Office Hall. Lower Ground, ;

- Fully Furn'd 30 Seats. AC, -
. Furniture, Inverter,2 wash .

* room. Prkg. Rent 2000/ -per
- seat. Next NSIC Metro stn. -

----------------------

Wide Land

Realty
8743000008/9

: INDEPENDENT i
: DUPLEX Luxury Bun- ;
: galow 1000 syd GK 2. 8BR
i Attach bath Drawing-:
: Dining, 2 Lobby Servant ;
1 Qtr 10 Car parking Best
ifor corporate family, :
: embassy, PSU Company. :

OWNER

9810020279f

'FOR RENT Nizamuddin |
- East 3 BR flat, 2,600 5q t

« carpet area 4 Toilets,

' Drawing & dining room.,
- Store, Kitchen Servant @tr -
« 1 Car parking & terrace

' access with breathtaking

. view of Humayun Tomb.

.....................

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES

TOYOTA |

TOYOTA Fortuner 2017,
White AT d4x2, 15t Owner, Die-
gel, in showrocom condition
KEm 103,000 No Brokers buyer
Cont: B-B5. G.K-1 New Delhi

SITUATION
e
OTHER VACANCIES

GENERAL |

TGSTC

DG Rk N GTRMCE AND TECHRDL DGV CRATRS

"I.I"BI:EI'I{‘H' announcement

Indo-German
Science &
Technology
Centre (IGSTC),
New Delhi, India

invites
applications for
the post of

Program Associate

For more information
related to vacancy, please
visit IGSTC website at

wwwLigstc.org.

MULTIPLE \
VACANCIES

SAINIK SECURITY
SERVICES

Urgent Requirement for New Delhi

Mumbai, Kolkata, Jaipur

1. Marketing Executive
2. Field Supervisor

3. Computer Operator

Contact : +91-9918001245
9918791000, 9919001245
9984501245, 0542-2505253
E-mail : security sainik02@gmailcom
info@sasnksecunity.m

CHANGE OF NAME |

IPRATEEK KUMAR JAIN 8/0
NAVEEN KUMAR JAIN R/0
D120 ANAND VIHAR DELHI
1100492 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM PRATEER JAIN
TO PRATEEK KEUMAR JAIN
FOR ALL FUTURE PFURPOSES

BHAVYA Mohan 5/ Ankush
Mohan B0 Greater Noida West
has changed his name from
Bhavya Mohan to Bhavyam
Mohan for all Mture parposes

I, Ra] Arora W/0 Sh. Om
Prakazh Arora RB/O MN-57,
Pratap Magar, North Delhi-
110007 have to changed my
name Haj Rani to Raj Arora |

I, Maorem Ingocha Meitei R/
Kakching Sumak leikai have
changed my minor son's-
Maorem Kelvin Singh date of
birth from 22.07.2011{as per
service documents) to 22.07,
2013 proposed as a correct date
of birth vide affidavit date 02,
M4.2024 before the jJudicial mag-
istrate first class, Thoubal Man-
ipur for all future purposes

“'Akshaya Triti y?‘
;Spec" e

-

Iﬁiﬂﬁé@ﬁhﬂiﬁhﬁgﬁgi‘

*93125335
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Canrmciing Pesple. Cimnecting Meede

TIMES :nterﬁr @

TIMES INTERNET LIMITED

110002, Email id: es

csE@timasintarnet.in

[ COURT NOTICE |

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT
NEW DELHI

(ORDINARY ORIGINAL
COMMERCIAL JURISDICTION)

PROCLAMATION OF SALE
0.M.P. (ENF) (COMM.) No. 160 OF 2023

(Arising out of Award dated
31/01/2023)
IN THE MATTER OF:
Abhijeet Singh Raghav
...Decree Holder

Versis
Late Shri Mohd. Yaqub Qureshi
(Deceased) & Ors.

...Judgment Debtors
To,
The General Public
Whereas the above noted execution
petition has been filed by the
aforesaid Decree Holder for realising
the Award dated 31/01/2023 for
recovery of amount and whereas
this court has ordered to sell the
property bearing Nos.A-78, Fish
Market Gazipur, Delhi; Shop
No.63 Gazipur Fish and Poultry
Market Delhi and Ground, 15t
and 2nd Floor, 401
Karkardooma Village Vikas
Marg Delhi-110092 of Judgement
Debtor by Public Auction by Court
Auctioneer, namely, Kumud Singh,
Delhi High Court {appointed vide
order dated 14/03/2024), Mobile
No. 9810396060 between 11am to
2pm at the aforesaid property on
29/05/2024. The Details of the
property mentioned below for
realization of the amount shown
herein above are as under;

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY:
1. A-78, Fish Market Gazipur,
Delhi

CiIN: UT4999DL1999PLC135531, Re
Express Building, 9-10 Bahadurshah
timesinternatin, Tel: +91-11-23302000
NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

MOTICE is heraby given pursuant to Section 201 of the Companias
Act, 2013 ("the Act”) to the mambers of Timas Internat Limited (the
Company’) that the Company proposas o make an application o
the Central Governmeant for its approval, under Section 156 read
with Scheadute V of tha Act, for appointment of Mr. Satyan Gajwani
(DIN: D2691483), a non-resident, as a Whaole-time Direclor
dasignatad as Executiva Director of the Company, for a period of 5
vearsw.e f.01st April 2024 to 312t March 2028,

Faor any queries, the members may directly reach out to

stared Office Address:
afar Marg, New Delhi-

Times Internat Limited
Sei-

Abhishek Kakkar
Company Secretary
M. Mo.: ACS 18211
Date: 03/05/2024
FPlace: Mew Delhi

Far :

(ontd..,

B. In default of payment of the balance
of purchase-money within the
period allowed, the properties shall
be re-sold after the issue of a fresh
notification of sale. The deposit,
after defraying the expenses of the
sale, may, if the Court thinks fit, be
forfeited to Government and the
defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all
claims to the properties or to any
part of the sum for which it may be
subsequently sold.

All persans interested in the purchase

of above mentioned immovable

properties are invited to bid at the

auction as specified in the

proclamation of sale, However, the

sale of the property will be subject to
confirmation by the Hon'ble Court.

KUMUD SINGH

Advocate

COURT AUCTIONERR

Mobile: 9810396060

| PUBLIC NOTICE
_PUBLIC NOTICE _

S.Mo, Member's Name Mem.No.
1. Sh.Ashwani Kumrah M-92

2. VijayKumarAnand M-126
3. 8h0.P.Kapoor M-129
4. DrR.K.Kumrah M-160

The above named members of
the Yagya Jyoti C.G.H.5.Ltd,,
20, Arjun Nagar, New Delhi
110029 did not attend the
special programme amanged by
the Society on 2nd March and
Jrd March 2024 for the purpose
of members’ verification of
Membership. Inspite of 2nd
notice dated 07-03-2024, you
didn't reach at Society's
Registerad Office in given
notice perod. [tis a Last Notice,
please bring with you Aadhar,
Pan Card, Share Certificates in
ariginal as well their photo
copies also If you will not reach
at Society's Registered office
20, Anun Nagar,{>afdarjung
Enciave) New Delhi-29, within
15 days of receiving this Notice,

The sale of properties shall be

subject to usual terms and

conditions including but not limited
to the following:-

1. The particulars specified in the
Schedule below have been stated
to the best of the information of
the court, but the court will not
be answerable for any error, mis-
statement or omission in the
proclamation.

2. The description of the properties
to be sold is given above in the
Schedule of Property. The
interested bidders are required to
deposit earnest money by way of
DD of Rs._2000000/- each (
Rupees Twenty Lakhs only),
favoring “Reqistrar General, Delhi
High Court™ to be eligible to
participate in the Auction. The
unsuccessful bidders will be
returned their DDs, after
conclusion of the Auction.

3.The amount by which the
biddings are to be increased shall
be determined by the officer
conducting the same, In the
event of any dispute arising as to
the amount bid, or as to bidder,
the properties shall at once again
be put to auction.

4. The higher bidder shall be
declared to be the purchaser of
the scheduled properties,
provided abways that he is legally
qualified to bid, and provided that
it shall be in the discretion of the
Court or officer holding the sale
to decline acceptance of the
highest bid when the price
offered appears so clearly
inadequate as to make it
advisable to do so.

5. For reasons recorded, it shall be
in the discretion of the officer
conducting the sale to adjourn it
suibject always to the provisions
of Rule 69 of Order XX,

6. At the fall of the hammer, the
successful bidder shall pay by the
following bank working day 25%
of the successful bid amount to
be deposited with the Registry of
this Court, by way of DD favoring
“Registrar General, Delhi High
Court”, without adjusting the
eanest money of Rs. 2000000/
and in default thereof, the
property shall again be put up for
auction and sold. The decision of
the Court Auctioneer shall be final
in the matter,

7. The full amount of the purchase-
money shall be paid by the
purchaser before the Court closes
on the fifteenth day after the sale
to the properties, exclusive of
such day, or if the fifteenth day
be a Sunday or other holiday,
then on the first day after the
fifteenth day.

Contd...

DATE OF AUCTION: 29/05/2024 :
then the Society assumed that
RESERVE PRICE: 20,00,000/- you will not interested in
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: membership of soclety. The
2. Shop No.63 Gazipur Fish | | membership is to be deemed
and Poultry Market Delhi Cancelled with immed %aé?
DATE OF AUCTION: 29/05/2024 | | *7ect Vijender Kumar
RESERVE PRICE: 20,00,000/- Administrator Cum Retuming Officer
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY:
S GINERE, 15STARK 2 Hoer, This notice is being issued by the
401 Karkardooma Village Company - &EH | .[:nlp
Vikas Marg Delhi-110092 PRIVATE LIMITE m__ﬁn:lmr-erlypR
DATE OF AUCTION: 29/05/2024 ﬁmﬂmﬁm MEHH i Ei""’ﬁ
Date & time of inspection of | (== 80 oo e i
the suit property by the ﬁgrp'.usn 'ta;[aInE nulﬁ-uﬂaﬁnﬁrg
fi ial MNBFC®
Jagdamba Tower, 13,
20/05/2024 to 24/05/2024 Emlme;ciialﬂggrrplm. Prleewihlag;
= nc ance w
between 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. e mef;“ﬁm by RB!
Deposit of Earnest Money | (ot 568, 05.23 000y 2025.94
nao.
25/05/2024 forcha {n name of the Compa
CONDITIONS OF SALE fromm EM INFRATECH PRIVA

LIMITED" to "ANTHEM FINCAP
PRIVATE LIMITED".

The Company after duly taking the
approval of the shareholders by
passin& necessary resolutions In
terms of Section ISnfthEEﬂmpﬁlg
Act 2013 filed application wi
Registrar of Companies, Delhi &
Haryana. A new Certificate of
Incorporation was [ssued by the
Registrar of Companies, Delhi &
Haryana, Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, pursuant to change of
nama,m' dencing new name of the
Company vide its approval dated
26th April 2024,

All the stakﬂhnlders are requested
to take note of the above
information, By orderofthe Board,

Sd/-
Prashank Elndal
Director
DIN: 01082161

| TENDERS
TENDEFI NOTICE

(Eldeco Aamantran
Apartment owners association)
mvites tender for Integrated
Facility Management Services
for the condominium spread
across 15 acre, Tender Open
date: 01st May'24 (8:00am)
Tender Close date: 15th

May'24 (6:00pm)

For detail scope of work
please contact Mr Anand Bisht
AOA Office Eldeco Aamantran
© aamantran.aoca @ gmail.com

For any query plz connect
@ 491 99111 68573

TivEs inter Jas
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To advertise
in Classifieds,
please Call

Scan QR Code
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY

TMC sharpens
attack on Adhir
over ‘vote for
BJP’ video clip

Kolkata: Trinamool Con-
gress hasaccused Bengal Con-
gresschief Adhir Chowdhury
of being a “BJP agent”, latch-
ing onto a campaign video
where he is allegedly heard
saving “voting
for BJP is better
than voting for
Trinamool”, re-
ports Tamagh-
na Banerjee.
Congress
has labelled the clip “doc-
tored” and blamed TMC for
spreading “misinformation™.
West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjeeseizedonthevideoto
allege that “BJP and (Bengal)
Congress were working in tan-
dem toengineer TMC's defeat™.
TMC Rajva Sabha MP Sa-
ket Gokhale shared the 8-sec-
ondclipon X. “Finally —from
the B-team horse’s mouth!
Chowdhury publicly asks
people in his rally to vote for
BJP and not TMC. While
Mamata fights against the full
might of Modi and central
agencies machinery, Bengal
Congress is openly asking
votes for BJE Congress and
CPM have chosen to become
Modi's loyal soldiers...beyond
shameless,” Gokhale wrote.
Initsrebuttal, thestate Con-
gress shared a video of Chowd-
hury's speech, made while
campaigning for Jangipur par-
ty candidate Mortuza Hossain.
Congress general secreta-
ry Jairam Ramesh claimed
Chowdhurv's comment had
been taken out of context and
stressed that Congress’ only
goal was to significantly re-
duce BJP's seats from the 18
(out of 42) seats it won in Ben-
gal in 2019, “This is not an as-
semblyelection. Theseare Lok
Sabha elections and Congress
is in INDIA bloc with allies.
Mamata has said she is also
part of INDIA bloc, although
seat-sharing with us could
not happen,” added Ramesh.

Shah: Many will get
citizenship under

~ CAA this month

Times News NETWORK
New Delhi: Amid growing
claims by opposition par-
ties that the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA)
will be scrapped immedi-
: ately if they come to office,
: Union home minister Amit
:  Shah on Thursday declared
: thattheprocessof givingci-
i tizenshipunderthe law will
. begin this month, while al-
so defending the “timing”
of Arvind Kejriwal's arrest
by saying it was occasioned
by the Delhi chief minis-
ter's repeated non-compli-
ance with Enforcement Di-
rectorate’'s (ED) summons,
“Applications have al-
ready started to come in.
The scrutiny 1s happening
according to the rules.
And I think before the elec-
tions, before the last phase,
the process of giving
. eitizenship will start,”
i Shahtold News 18 Network.
: The assertion follows
Congress joining Left, Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
and Communist Party of
India (Marxist) to promise
repeal of CAA, meant to
provide citizenship to Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Christians,
Buddhists, Jains and Par-
sis from Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Afghanistan who
have taken shelter here to
escape religious persecu-
tion. Opposition parties
havecalled the law discrim-
inatory on the ground that
it does not cover Muslims.
Govt has justified the
omission by saying that
CAA is meant to help reli-
gious minorities from the
three neighbouring Muslim
countries and that it does
not provide for cancellation
of anvone's citizenship.
In the interview with
the TV channel, Shah dis-

Home minister Amit Shah and
BJP candidate Pralhad Joshi
being garlanded during a poll
rally in Karnataka's Dharwad

missed the contention that
the dip in polling numbers
could hurt BJP and said
outdated electoral rolls and
lack of “competition” were
the main reasons why turn-
outs in the first two phases

lagged the poll percentage
in the first two rounds in
2019, “There are many rea-
sons for the lower turnout.
After 12 vears, the electoral
rollshave beenrevised. The
second reason is that there
is no contest from the other
side, which affects the
turnout in a way,” he said.
Onthetimingof arrests
of Delhi CM Arvind Kejri-
wal and Jharkhand CM He-
mant Soren, Shah empha-
sised that both had repeat-
edly refused to answer
summons. “They did not
appear after many sum-
monses. If they had ap-
peared (before the agency)
after the first summons,
they would have been ar-
rested six months before
the elections. Many times,
summonses were sent, but
they did not come,™” he said.

FC shunts out Pandian’s wife after
claims of bid to influence voters

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission on Thursday or-
dered the transfer of Sujata
R Kartikevan, commission-

forelectoral gains for BJD.”
Sujata is the wife of for-
mer lAS officer and BJD
functionary ¥V K Pandian.
Both BJP and BJD are locked
in a tight contest in Odisha,

er-cum-secretary  of
Mission Shakti in Od-
isha to a non-public
dealing department
with immediate effect.

Sourcessaidtheac-
tion was taken based
on complaints of alleged
misuse of publicoffice by the
officer. Earlier in theday, BJP
had complained to the Elec-
tion Commission against Su-
jata for allegedly “influen-
cing voters through SVEEP

Ind wanted in
old case gives

cops slip after
filing papers

Bokaro: In a major embar-
rassment toJharkhand Police,
Jairam Kumar Mahto, inde-
pendent candidate from Giri-
dih Lok Sabha seat, managed
togive copstheslipon Wednes-
day when they attempted to
detain him in a two-vear-old
case, reports Divy Khare.
Mahto filed his nomination
papers with the returning offi-
cer, attended a public meeting
andescaped despitesignificant
police presence at Bokaro Col-
lectorate and I'TI More ground.
Senior police officials refused
tocomment regarding this.
Sources say the caseagainst
Mahto pertains to holding dem-
onstration atthe Vidhan Sabha,
Asmany as 11 people, including
Mahto, are named in the FIR.

Jairam Mahto filed
his nomination and
attended a public
meeting in Bokaro
before escaping
despite significant
police presence

Mahto, a popular leader,
has gained significant support
from the locals through his
organisation Jharkhandi
Bhasha Khatian Sangharsh
Samiti. His large gatherings
have become a cause for con-
cernformajorpolitical parties.

A samiti functionary said
the FIR was filed on March 21,
2022, He claimed Mahto was not
aware of the case until police
came to arrest him. “The pro-
test in 2022 was peaceful and ad-
ministrative officials assured
no case was filed against us.
Now we've come to know about
the FIR. We did not receive
any notice regarding the case,”
the samiti functionary added.

after alliance talks
{ between the two col-
lapsed closetothepolls.
BJP had demanded
that she not be as-
signed any publicdeal-
ing duty till the con-
clusion of the Lok Sabha and
the Odisha assembly polls.
Earlier, BJP also lodged a
complaint with EC against
Congress for no effective
action taken against Rahul
Gandhi and party president

Mallikarjun Kharge for “con-
tinuous violations of MCC".
A BJP delegation comprising
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, skill dewvelop-
ment minister Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, Sudhanshu Triv-
ediand Om Pathak met EC.
[ts complaint against Con-
gress demanded action and
“meticulous scrutiny of pat-
ently false narratives”. BJP
claimed that despite earlier
representations to EC, Con-
gress has continued “spread-
ing falsehoods through not
only their public utterances,
but alsothrough doctored and
morphed video and surrogate
advertisements” against BJP

Oppn sensing
defeat, resorting
to communal
agenda: BJP

New Delhi: BJP Thursday re-
acted strongly to a TMC MLA
publicly threatening to “flush
the Hindu community into the
Ganga”, and said the opposi-
tion bloc had sensed “inevita-
bledefeat” and wasresortingto
a hardline communal agenda
to polarise a section of society.
BJP spokesman Sudhan-
shu Trivedi said it was a threat
to the Hindu community as he
appealed to people to give a be-
fitting reply to such people by
voting in maximum numbers,
A video of Humayun Ka-
bir, TMC MLA from Bharat-
pur in Murshidabad district,
in which he is threatening to
drown the Hindu community
in the Ganga has gone viral,
Trivedi cited an “INDI Alli-
ance” member in Farrukhabad
speaking of “vote jithad”. “Con-
gress has sensed its inevitable
defeat and INDI Alliance is now
going berserk. They are losing
their mental cool and balance
so they are going to the extent
of invokingviolenceonthehar-
dline communal agenda. First,
they tried to put a communal
lining in their manifesto. Then
they tried to communalise the
reservation issue,” hesaid.
“TMC MLA Humayun Ka-
bir has gone tothe extent of say-
ing that we will drown you in
the Ganga. Your hatred against
Hindu dharma and sanskriti
stands exposed,” he said.

Yogi slams
Kharge for
‘pitting Ram
against Shiv’

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh CM
Yogi Aditvanath Thursday
lashed out at Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge for
his remark on Ram and Shiv
at a poll rally in Chhattisgarh
e saving it was
against the reli-
gious senti-
mentsof thema-
jority in India.
While trving
- to explain the
‘significance’ of Congress can-
didate Shivkumar Dahariva's
name, Khargesaid: “Ye Ram ka
mugabla kar sakta hai Kvunki
ve Shiv hai (He can compete
with Ram because he is Shiv).”
On Thursday; Yogisaid Con-
aress’ history was replete with
instancesof theparty insulting
Sanatan Dharma. But such
statements became even more
conspicuous during polls when
Congress disrespected “India’s
faith”. Yogi claimed Kharge
was steering Congress towards
oblivion through divisive ac-
tions and hoped that Lord Ram
and Lord Shiv would guide the
grand old party’s leadership
to embrace path of truth. .

'Amid Kshatriya ire, 45

G TOrRs bk Mok

Cite ‘Broader
-~ Nat'l Interest’,
- Need To Protect
- Sanatan Dharma

Times News NETWORK

Rajkot: Heirsof 45erstwhile
princely states in Gujarat on
Thursday adopted a resolu-
tion to support PM Narendra
Modi in winning a third con-
secutiveterm in “broaderna-
tional interest” and for “pro-
tecting Sanatan Dharma.”

A ‘contemplation meet-
ing’ of princely states wasor-
ganised by the Rajkot royal
scion Mandhatasinh Jadeja.

The meeting was called
in the wake of the Kshatriva
community’'s protest
against Rajkot BJP candi-
date and Union minister
Parshottam Rupala, which
has now converted into an-
ger against the saffron partw

Members of erstwhile royal families in Rajkot on Thursday

Kumbhani finally surfaces, says no to meets

ilesh Kumbhani, the disqualified Congress candidate for

Surat LS seat, finally surfaced after several days and
reached his house on Thursday, but refused to meet anyone,
including the media. There was a heavy security bandobast at
his apartment to ensure no unlawful situation took place, and
copsdidn't allow anyone to enter without proper verification,
in view of protests held earlier by Congress and AAP, declaring
him*“wanted", after his disqualification and disappearance.

Before he reached home, Kumbhani had told a couple of

peopletoalert media persons about his plan to address reporters
at his farm in Sarthana, sources said, adding that he dropped the
idea later “due to unknown reasons”. “He was to describe the
entire episode in detail (of candidature withdrawal) to make his
stand clear, but changed his mind," a source claimed. Tun

Jittery over his
namesake, BJP

nominee moves
HC for ‘shield’

Hvderabad: BJP's Konda
Vishweshwar Reddy pet-
itioned Telangana HC Thurs-
day foradirective to EC toelim-
inate the “unfair” possibility
of voters getting “confused”
by the presence
of a namesake
from Forward
Bloc among his
42 rivals in the
polls to the Che-
vella LS seat, re- -

ports Sagarkumar Mutha.

The ex-MP, among therich-
est politicians with total de-
clared family assets of Rs 4,568
crore, is No. 2on the list of can-
didates that voters will see,
The other Konda Vishveshwar
Reddy, a resident of Karmang-
hat in Hyderabad, is No. 5.

The petition urges the court
to direct EC to arrange the list
in such a way that there are at
least 10 other names between
the two Kondas. “My email rep-
resentation to EC in thisregard
still hasn't received a re
sponse,” the BJP member said,

Hesaidthatsince BJP, BRS

“PM is an ascetic and a
brave man working for well-
being and protection of 145
crore Indians,” Jadeja said.

During the meeting, the
heirs of 28 states were pre-
sent, and 16 declared their
support through letters. Ja-
dejaread out the letters from
the empress of Kutch, Priti

and Congress were vying for

Devi, and the king of Bhav-
nagar state, Vijayvrajsinhiji.
Jadejasaid in the current
global turmoil, India re-
guires astrong govt. “Itisthe
view of all royval familiesthat
2024 election 1s for bright fu-
tare of our next generation,
culture & sanatandharma.”

Sorens’ financial assets
arew 200% in S years

Jaideep.Deogharia
@timesgroup.com

Ranchi: Jharkhand’s jailed
ex-CM Hemant Soren and
his wife Kalpana Murmu
Soren have reported a cumu-
lative increase in their fi-
nancial assets by around
200% in five
vears — from
RsE.1crorein
2N9toRs24.4
crore in 2024.
The JMM
1 couple's  in-
come-tax filings over this pe-
riod show Hemant's assets
more than doubled from Rs
2.3 crore to Rs 5.3 crore. His
businesswoman wife, a con-
tender for the vacant Gan-
dey assembly seat in the
May 20 bypoll, saw her net-
worth soar from Rs 5.8 crore
in 2019to 19.1 crore in 2024.
Details of their assets
and liabilities became pub-
lic after Kalpana filed her
poll affidavit Wednesday
Their financial details for
2019 were revealed when He-
mant contested & won Dum-
ka assembly seat that vear,
Although the value of
Hemant's assets increased

Shibu's daughter to
fight from Odisha

harkhand Mukti Morcha

on Wednesday declared
Anjani Soren, the sister of
former Jharkhand chief
minister Hemant Soren, as
its candidate for Mayurbhanj
LS seatin Odisha. Anjaniis
the daughter of IMM founder
Shibu Soren.Sheissetto
take on BJP's Naba Majhi and
BID's Sudam Marndi, who
was once spearheading JMM's
state unitin Odisha. am

by Rs2.7 crore in the last five
years, his income was below
Rs 1 crore during the same
period. Similarly Kalpana's
financial assets increased
by Rs 10.3 crore, but her in-
come during the five-vear
period was Rs 2.3 crore, ac-
cording to their IT returns.
A close associate said
Kalpana's income was high-
er asshehad beenmanaging
the family’s business while
herhusband focused on poli-
tics, “Hemant has been a pol-
itician with limited sources
of income, but bhabhi man-
aged their business well.”

Replaying to a question
from the media on the ongo-
ing protests by the Kshatriya
community, Jadejasaid “Dia-
logue between the coordina-
tion committee (of Kshatri-
va community) and BJP
leaders is on and 1 believe
the issue will besettled soon.”

the seat, the victory margin
could be small. “Even if I lose
a few votes on account of this
confusion about two people
with the exact same name, my
chances of winning could be
affected.” HC directed EC to
takeadecisiononthe BJP ecan-
didate’s representation soon.

04 Consol.
Net Profit Up

16.2%
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Regd. Office: 8/3, Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi -110 002
CIN: L24230DL1975PLCDO7908

Tel No. 011-23253488, Fax No. 011-23222051
Website: www.dabur.com e-mail: corpcomm@dabur.com

Extract of audited consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2024

(T in crores, except ratios)

S. | Particulars Quarter ended Current Corresponding Previous
No. (31/03/2024) year ended guarter ended year ended
(31/03/2024) (31/03/2023) | (31/03/2023)
1 | Revenue from operations 181464 1240401 2.677.80 11,529.89
2 | Net Profit for the period / year (before tax, exceptional 453.06 2,358.25 390.44 2,220.31
items and share of (loss) [ profit of joint venture)
3 | Net Profit for the period / year before tax (after 452 66 2,358.74 396.25 2,218.68
exceptional items and share of {loss) / profit of joint
venlure)
4 | Net Profit for the period / year after tax and share of 341.22 1,811.31 292.76 1,701.33
(loss) / profit of joint venture
(4 Operating 5 | Net Profit for the period / year after tax (after non 349,53 1,842,668 300,83 1,707.15
Profit Up controlling interest and share of {loss) / profit of joint
'l 4% venture)
6 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period 259.93 1,750.82 196.14 1,481.66
{comprising profit for the period / year (after tax) and
other comprehensive income (after tax) |
7 | Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of % 1 each) 177.20 177.20 177.18 177.18
B | Reserves (excluding Revaluation/capital Reserve) 9.586.58 9,586.58 8.769.16 §.769.16
9 | Securities Premium Account 53439 534.39 520.95 520,95
10 | Networth 9,763.78 9,763.78 8.946.34 8,946.34
11 | Outstanding Debt 1.365.09 1,365.00 1,173.79 1.173.79
12 | Debt Equity Ratio 0.14 0.14 0,13 0.13
13 | Earnings per share (Face value of 2 1 each) (not
annualised)
(a) Basic 197 10,40 1.70 9,64
(b} Diluted 1.97 10.38 1.69 9,61
14 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio 1267 17.39 13.04 FF NP
15 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio 16.50 231 16.52 3335
16 | Other Equity 9,689.10 9.689.10 B,796.08 8,796.08
Motes:
1. Additional information on standalone financial results is as foll ows:
Particulars Quarterended | Currentyearend- | Corresponding quarter | Previousyear ended
(31/03/2024) ed (31/03/2024) ended (31/03/2023) (31/03/2023)
Revenue from operations 2,039.46 9.135.60 1,939.48 8,684.35
Profit before tax 373.12 1,966.70 319.94 1,828.67
Profit after tax 283.15 1.509.21 233.03 1.373.26

Place: New Delhi
Date: 02 May 2024

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of audited consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2024
filed with the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 and 52 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015, The full format of the standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March 2024 are
available on the Stock Exchange websites (www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com) and Company's website (www.dabur.com).

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

Mohit Burman
Chairman

CONSULTING LTD.

(A wholly owned subsidiary of PFC Ltd.- A Govt. of India Undertaking)
INVITATION

For Technical Empanelment of Survey Agencies to carry out survey
work for ISTS & other ITP Assignments being undertaken by PFCCL
PFC Consulting Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Power Finance
Corporation Limited (A Government of India Undertaking), invites
proposals from technical survey agencies for empanelment to carry out
survay and preparation of survey reports for ISTS and ITP projects being
undertaken by PFCCL.
Interested Survey Agencies may visit hitps:/‘www.pfcclindia.com for
detailed information regarding empanelment process.
The survey agencies may download the application formats for
Technical empanelment from 02.05.2024 and submit the application
form for Technical empanelment to PFC Consulting Limited so as to
reach PFCCL by 17.05.2024, It may be noted that the process for
technical empanelment would be kept open and the agencies would be
allowed to apply for the same as mentioned in the website. The
applications received for empanelment during one quarter shall be
processed for empanelment in the subsequent quarter. Survey
Agencies are advised to regularly visit website to keep themselves
updated regarding clarifications/ amendments/ time extensions efc., if any.
The important timelines for initial empanelment are as follows:
1. Opening dale for downloading the of application document for
Technical empanelment: 02.05.2024
2. Lastdate for receipt of application form by PFCCL: 17.05.2024
Note: PFC Consulting Limited reserves the right to cancel or modify the
empanelment process without assigning any reason and without any
liability. This is not an offer.
Regd. Dffice: First Floor, “"Urjanidhi”, 1, Barakhamba Lane, Connaught Place,
New Delhi — 110001, (India) Fax: 011-23443990

OSBI

Internal Audit Department, Corporate Centre, State Bank Nireekshan
Bhavan, Lingampally Post, Hyderabad-500019, Telangana

Empanelment of Chartered Accountant Firms as Concurrent Auditors

Applications are invited from eligible Chartered Accountant Firms for
empanelment as Concurrent Auditors in Bank branches/outfits. Proforma
for application, eligibility criteria and other details are available in
Bank's website under the page https:/bank.sbi/web/sbi-in-the-news/
empanalmeant-of-vendors

MNote: Any Wait list of CA Firms empanelled as Concurrent Auditors will
get cancelled with this publication.

Place: Hyderabad
Date: 03.05.2024

5d/-
Dy. General Manager (HR, Admin. & Operations)
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—=) THE GANDHIGRAM RURAL INSTITUTE

(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)
Ministry of Education (Shiksha Mantralaya), Govt. of India

Accredited by NAAC with 'A’ Grade éﬁn:l Cycle)
Gandhigram - 624 302,

Dindigul District, Tamil Nadu.

Online application registrations are invited for
admission to various Diploma, Post Graduate Diploma, D.Voc
and B.Voc. Programmes offered by the Gandhigram Rural
Institute for the Academic year 2024-2025. The unfilled seats of
UG and PG programmes (if any) will be made available after

filling of seats through CUET (PG/UG) 2024. For further details,
visit the Institute website: www.ruraluniv.ac.in

REGISTRAR i/c

DIN : 00021963

I11T Bhubaneswar

Imagine. Innovate. Inspire.
(A University established by the Government of Odisha)
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» Post Doctoral Fellowship / Research

Associateship

» Doctoral Programme

» M.Tech.(CSE) Programme

IIT Bhubaneswar is a next generation Technology

Institute engaged in Under Graduate & Post Graduate

education and research.

Applications are invited for Post Doctoral Fellowship/

Research Associateship, Doctoral Programme and

M.Tech. (CSE) programme.

For further details visit: https://www.iiit-bh.ac.in

REGISTRAR

Date : 30.04.2024




LEARNING IS PLEASURABLE .
BUT DOING IS THE HEIGHT T
OF ENJOYMENT — NOVALIS ‘
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CHH*S HEMSWORTH NAMED SON TRISTAN AFTER BRAD PITT'S ‘LEGENDSOF ~ MUSIC BY ARIANA GRANDE, OTHER ARTISTES UNDER UNIVERS/
THE FALL ROLE: ‘THERE'S NEVER BEEN A MORE BEAUTIFUL MAN ON SCREEN’

Biden breaks silence on college

protests: ‘Order must prevail’

200 Held At UCLA, Taking Arrest Numbers To 2,000+ Since Mid-April

Washington: US Prez Joe Bi- &
den Thursday defended the =
rigcht to protest but insisted
that “order must prevail” as
college campuses across the
country face unrest over the
war in Gaza. “Dissent is essen-
tial for democracy,” he said at
the White House. “But dissent
must never lead todisorder,”

“Destroving property is
not a peaceful protest, [t's aga-
inst the law. Vandalism, tresp-
assing, breaking windows, sh-
utting down campuses, forcing
the cancelling of classes and
craduations—noneof thisisa
peaceful protest,” he said.

The prez spoke as authori-
ties across the US stepped up
efforts to dismantle pro-Pales-
tinian protests at universities.
Police officers in riot gear clea-
red a pro-Palestinian encamp-
ment Thursday at the Univers-
ity of California, Los Angeles,

Biden said he did not supp-
ortcalls tosend in the National
Guard. He also said that the pr-
otests have not prompted him
to reconsider his approach to
the war, The US prez has occa-
sionally eriticised Israel’s con-
duet but continued to supply it
with weapons. His remarks ca-
me after days of silence about
the protests and criticism of
his handling of the situation.

Republicans have tried to
turn the scenesof unrestintoa
campaign cudgel, and Biden
said he rejected efforts to use
the situation to “score political
points”. Former prez Donald
Trump, Republican presump-
tive nominee, said Wednesday:
“Radical extremists and far-le-
ft agitators are terrorising col-
lege campuses. And Biden's
nowhere to be found.”

The Democratic prez has

Pak embarks on
mMoon mission,
on China wings

Srinivas Laxman

early nine months after
N India’s Chandrayaan 3
soft-landed on moon’s so-
uth pole and set records, Pakis-
tan is set to embark Friday on
its maiden lunar mission on bo-
ard China's Change’s orbiter.
Change'6is slated for lift-off
around 130pm (Indian time)
from Wenchang Satellite Laun-
ch Centreon China’s Hainan Is-
land. According to Pakistan’s
Institute Of Space Technology
(IST), the moon-bound space-
craft is a lunar cubesat, named
[Cube Qamar (ICUBE-Q), with
a three-month mission span. It
is a collaborative effort of IST's
faculty and students, Pakis-
tan’s national space agency Su-
parco and China's Shanghai Ji-
ao Tong University (SJTU).
AccordingtoIST, ICUBE-Q
weighs approximately Tkg
and is equipped with two opti-
cal cameras to capture the lu-
nar surface. It features sy-
stems for altitude control,
thermal management and de-
Dp spacﬂ communication.

As police clashed with pro-Palestinian protesters on LICLA campus on
Thursday, sound of helicopters hovering, flash-bangs — which produce
a bright light & loud noise to disorient & stun people — pierced the air

90 arrested at
Dartmouth College

inety pro-Palestinian

demonstrators — students
and outsiders — were arrested
at Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire on Wednesday hours
after an encampment had set up
protesting the Gaza war. They
were charged with criminal tres-
pass. College prez Sian Leah
Beilock said that while protests
were an important form of
speech, opinions can “never be
used to justify taking over Dar-
tmouth’s shared spaces™. A
member of the vy League, Dart-
mouth is known for its rigorous
academics, particularly in the
fields of economics, political
science and engineering. ap

Protesters block gate
of a US air force base

bout two dozen protesters

satinthe middle of a road-
way blocking access to one of
the main gates at Kirtland Air
Force Base in Albuguerquein
the US state of New Mexico on
Thursday morning, vowing to
“shut everything down” over US
military support for Israel's war
in Gaza. A base spokesman said
Kirtland supports citizens’ rig-
hts to peacefully assemble and
protest and that base security
would monitor the situation
throughout the day. The gate
would remain closed indefinit-
ely and people who work on the
base were advised to use other
routes, the spokesman said. ar

walked a careful line of deno-
uncing antisemitism while su-
pporting young Americans’
right to protest and tryving to Ii-
mit longer-term political dam-
age. He will be making his own
visit to a college on May 19 wh-
en he's scheduled to deliver co-
mmencement addressat More-

house University in Atlanta.
At the protest front, police
officers in riot gear tore thro-
ugh barricades, pulled uptents
and corralled protesters at
UCLA, leading some away
with their wrists zip-tied. At le-
ast 200 people were arrested in
the before<dawn operation,

bringing the nationwide total
of arrests to over 2,000 at do-
zens of college campuses since
police cleared an encampment
at Columbia University inmid-
April. As sun rose, the UCLA
encampment was a field of ru-
in. Tensions had been brewing
since Tuesday night, when uni-
versity officials, who had initi-
ally adopted a tolerant appro-
achtotheencampment, declar-
ed it illegal for the first time.
Then, counterprotesters att-
empted to breach the encam-
pment, and some of them atta-
cked pro-Palestinian students.

The confrontation atone of
California’s largest campuses
came after a tense 24 hours du-
ring which police made arrests
at Fordham University'scamp-
us in Manhattan, the Universi-
tv of Texas at Dallas, Dartmo-
uth College in New Hampshire
and Tulane University in New
Orleans, among other places.

Yale University police arre-
sted four people Wednesday
night after around 200 de-
monstrators marched to the
school prez’s home, school offi-
cials said. The protest group,
Oceupy Yale, said campus poli-
ce were violent and did not is-
sue warnings beforehand.

In Oregon, police have star-
ted working to clear pro-Pales-
tinian rights demonstrators
outof alibrary at Portland Sta-
te University The protesters
have been occupying the Mil-
lar Library since Monday. Uni-
versity Prez Ann Cudd said
Wednesday that about 50 pro-
testers had vacated the Millar
Library after administrators
promised not to seek criminal
charges or expulsion, but ot-
hers— including non-students

-remained. nyT,aP&REUTERS

HEAVY RAINS HIT UAE FOR 2*° TIME IN A MONTH

everal flights to Dubai were
cancelled and diverted on
Thursday, airport authorities

UAE for the second time in a
month. An airport authority
spokesperson said five inbound
flights were diverted overnight,
while nine arriving and four
departing flights were cancelled.
AFP reported that a lightning
storm with high winds swept
across the country, with over
50mm of rain falling before 8am

announced, as heavy rains hit the
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in some areas, citing the National
Center of Meteorology. In April,
heavy thunderstorms dumped
the heaviest rains ever recorded
in the UAE in a span of hours,
flooding portions of key highways
and Dubai International Airport,
the world’s busiest for
international travel and a hub for
Emirates. The airport ended up
needing 22 tankers with vacuum
pumps to get water off its
grounds. Authorities warned
residents to stay home ahead of

Thursday's rain, announcing that
they should work remotely, and
that schools will hold classes
online, Although Thursday's rain
did not cause major problems or
flooding, authorities still issued
warnings on Wednesday. The
flooding two weeks ago quickly
overwhelmed the UAE's drainage
systems, flooded out neigh-
bourhoods, business districts and
even portions of the 12-lane
Sheikh Zayed Highway, which
links Dubai and Abu Dhabi. ap

WH: Blden was malung broader point about US posture on immigration

b Continued from P1

iden’s Xenophobia rema-
rk came just three weeks
after the White House ho-
sted Japanese PM Fumio Kish-
ida foralavish official visit, du-
ring which the two leaders ce-
lebrated what Biden called an
“unbreakable alliance,” parti-
cularly on global security mat-
ters. Japan is acritical US ally,
The White House welco-
med PM Narendra Modi for a
state visit last summer, And In-
dia is a vital partner in the In-
do-Pacific LtEs;pite differences

on human rights.

Ata hotel fundraiser where
thedonoraudience was largely
Asian-American, Biden said
the upcoming US election was
about “freedom, America and
democracy” and that the na-
tion's economy was thriving
“because of you and many
others”. “Why? Because we
welcome immigrants,” Biden
said. “Look, think about it
Why is China stalling so badly
economically? Why is Japan
having trouble? Why is Russia?
Why is India? Because they're
}:Enﬂphﬂhic- They don't want

immigrants.” The president
added: “Immigrants are what
makes us strong. Not a joke.
That's not hyperbole, because
we have an influx of workers
who want to be here and want
to contribute,”

White House national secu-
rity spokesman John Kirby sa-
id Biden was making a broader
point about the US posture on
immigration. “Our allies and
partners know well in tangible
ways how Prez Biden values
them, their friendship, their
cooperation and the capabiliti-
es that they bring across the

spectrum on a range of 1ssues,
not just security related,” Kir-
by said Thursday when asked
about Biden's “xenophobic”
remarks. White House press
secretary, Karine Jean Pierre,
said, “The broader case that he
was trying to make, which mo-
st leaders and allies across the
elobe understand that when it
comes to who we are as a na-
tion, we are a nation of immi-
grants. Thatisinour DNA. You
have heard the prez say it, it
makes us better, and we are
stronger for it and that isa very
important point to know.” ap

BE BACK ON TIKTOK AFTER DUO SETTLE DISPUTE OVER ROYALT

Turkiye ‘halts’ trade :
while Colombia
breaks diplomatic :
ties with Israel

urkive stopped all trade
| with Israel asof Thursd-
ay, according to two
Turkish officials familiar
with the matter, adding to al-
ready high-running tensions
between the once-close allies
over the war in Gaza.

The move expands last
month’s restriction on some
Turkish exports to Israel, as
Prez Recep Tayvyip Erdogan
stepsupcriticismof theJewish
state, Ankara hasn't formally
announced the suspension and
it wasn't clear under what con-
ditions trade would resume.
Trade between the countries
was worth $6.8 billion in 2023,
accordingto Turkish statistical
institute, “This is the behavio-
ur of a dictator who tramples
the interests of the Turkish pe-
ople and business community,
while ignoring international
trade agreements.” Israel’s fo-
reign minister Israel Katz said
ina post on X.

Turkiyve's move comes a day
after Colombia Prez Gustavo
Petro announced that his co-
untry is severing all diplomatic
ties with Israel, describing the
Israeli govt as “genocidal”, Co-
lombia is the second South
American nation to break off
relations with Israel after Boli-
via, which cut ties in Nov over
(Gazawar. The Israeli govt deno-
unced Petro’s move, AGencies

..........................................

Iran slaps sanctions
on US and Britain
over Israel support

Tehran: Iran announced on
Thursday sanctions on several
American and British indivi-
duals and entities for suppor-
tingIsrael in its war against the
Hamas. Iran, the regional arch-
foe of Israel, unveiled the puni-
tive measures in a statement
from itsforeign ministry, Itsaid
the sanctions targeted seven
Americans, including General
Bryan Fenton, commander of
the US special operations com-
mand, and vice-admiral Brad
Cooper, a former commander
of the US navy’s fifth fleet. UK
officials and entities targeted
imclude secretary of state for
defence Grant Shapps, com-
mander of the British army
strategic command James
Hockenhull and the UK Royal
Navy in the Red Sea. Penalties
were also announced against
US firms Lockheed Martin and
Chevron and British counter-
parts Elbit Systems, Parker
Meggitt and Rafael UK. The im-
pact of the measures on the in-
dividuals or entities, as well as
their assets or dealings with
Iran, remains unclear. are

Russia using chemical weapons in
- Ukraine, says US; Kremlin denies

he US has accused Rus-
sia of using chemical

weapons, including poi-
son gas, “asamethod of warfa-
re” against Ukrainian forces,
in violation of a global ban on
the useof such weapons.

The state department said
in a statement on Wednesday
that Russia had used chloropi-
crin, a “choking agent” widely
used during World War I, as
well as tear gas, against Ukrai-
nian troops. The use of these
gases in warfare is banned un-
der the Chemical Weapons
Convention, an arms control
treaty ratified by more than
150 countries, including Rus-
sia. “The use of such chemi-
cals is not an isolated incident
and is probably driven by Rus-
sian forces’ desire to dislodge
Ukrainian forces from fortifi-
ed positions and achieve tacti-
cal gains on the battlefield,”
the state department said.

The state department also
said that the US would impose
sanctions on three state entiti-
es linked to Russia's chemical
and biclogical weapons pro-
grammes and four companies
that support them.

Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s
ambassador to the US, called
the accusations that Russian
forees had used chemical wea-
pons “odious and unsubstanti-
ated” inaposton the Telegram
messaging app. Kremlin spo-

The US state department said
Russia had used chloropicrin, a
poison gas widely used during
World War | against Ukrainian
forces, an act that would violate
a global ban signed by Moscow

kesman Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters that Moscow remain-
ed bound by its obligations un-
der the treaty that bans chemi-
cal weapons. “As alwavs, such
announcements are absolute-
Iy unfounded... Russia has be-
en and remains committed to
its obligations under internat-
ionallaw in this area,” he said.

The Ukrainian authorities
have reported hundreds of ca-
sesof suspected chemical wea-
pons use on the battlefield by
Russiasince invasionbeganin
Feb 2022, Lt. Col. Artem Vlasi-
uk, anexpert in the Ukrainian
army department that deals
with nuclear, chemical, biolo-
gical and radiological security;
said that about 250 cases of su-
spected chemical weapons use
by Russian foreces had been re-

. ported in Feb, about five times

the number in March 2023. He
said that most of the chemical
substances used in the attacks
had been identifiedasCSgas, a
tear gas commaonly used by
riot police to control crowds.

Although govtsuse teargas
for domestic law-enforcement
purposes, it is considered a
chemical weapon when used
inwarfare, according to the Or-
ganization for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons. Civili-
ans canusually escape tear gas
during protests, but soldiers in
trenches have little choice but
toflee under enemy fire or risk
being suffocated.

Gyunduz Mamedov, Ukrai-
ne's deputy prosecutor gene-
ral, said last week that the Rus-
sian army had used tear gas
against Ukrainian troopsat le-
ast 900 times in the past six
months, with more than 1,400
incidents reported since the
start of the war, In addition to
tear gas, the state department
said that Russian forces had
used chloropicrin, a choking
agent that irritates the nose,
throat and the lungs when in-
haled and can cause nausea
and vomiting, Ukrainian ar-
my officials have said that the
chemicals are usually contai-
ned in grenades that Russian
forces throw at Ukrainian po-
sitions, forcing soldiers out of
their fortified positions. nvr
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US judge questions DOJ, :
Google in antitrust trial

Washington: A US judge on
Thursday pushed against the
central pleas of both US govt
and Google lawvers as he he-
ard closing arguments at a la-
ndmark antitrust trial. Fede-
ral judge Amit Mehta, whose
decision is not expected until
later in the vear, raised his
questions during two days of
hearings that come six
months after the con-
clusionof testimony,
The case is the
first of five major law-
suits by the US govt to
reach trial, with Me-
ta, Amazon,
and a separate case

APPIE 5 it Mehta

engine as the defaulton iPho- :
nes, web browsers and other :
products. In2022, Googlepaid :
Apple $20 billion for the de-
fault status, documents unse-
aled this week showed.

DoJ lawyers allege that
Google achieved and perpet-
uated its dominance through
these default deals that also
expanded to Samsung and
other device makers.
But Mehta expressed
doubts that the case
had sufficiently de-
monstrated the nega-
tive consequences ne-
cessary to deem the

against Google also heading
for federal court. The trial is
the first time the US depart-
ment of justice (DoJ) has fa-
ced a big tech company in co-
urt since Microsoft was tar-
geted more than two decades
agoover thedominance of its
Windows operating svstem.
Attheheartof the govt'scase
is the massive pavments ma-
de by Google to Apple and ot-
her firms to keep its search

Labour probing councillor for
praising pro-Khalistan groups

NaomiCanton

London: Sikh Labour council-
lor Parbinder Kaur is being in-
vestigated by her own party for
allegedly sharing posts that
support pro-Khalistan terro-
rist groups and militants who
have assassinated public figu-
res in India. Kaur represents
Smethwick on Sandwell coun-
cil and was standing in the lo-
cal elections on Thursday.
According tothe Daily Ma-
11, she allegedly praised Bab-
bar Khalsa online, the Khalis-
tan movement responsible for
killing 329 passengers with a
bomb downing an Air India
flicht over the Atlantic Ocean
in1985. Itisproscribed asater-
rorist group in India and UK.
The Daily Mail also said
she shared a post on a What-
sApp group of Labour coun-
cillors and activists in prai-
sing one of Babbar Khalsa's
founders, Sukhdev Singh Bab-
bar, who claims to have Killed

deals anti-competiti- :
ve according to US law and :
precedent. Mehta also said
the Google case was very dif-
ferent from Microsoft’'s as it
didnotinvolve agreementsto :
outright exclude competing :
browsers and other products. :
He also poked holes in Go- ¢
ogle’s defence, wondering :
how any rival search engine :
could winacecess todefaultde-
als if the cost would require
tensof billionsof dollars. are

Pak army aware of
our constitutional
limits: Gen Munir

Omer Farooq Khan | T

Islamabad: Pakistan army
chief General Asim Munir sa-
1d Thursday that the military
was “well aware” of its“const-
itutional limits™ and that it “e-
xpects others to prioritise ad-
herence to the constitution as
well”, a statement seen by ob-
servers as a veiled warning to
opponentsand critics. The mi-
litary’'s blatant interference
in the civilian domain has be-
en a contentious issue in Pa-
kistan and public disapproval
of its role in politics has
grown since jailed ex-PM Im-
ran Khan was removed from
office in April 2022,

He said that Article 19 of
Pakistan’s constitution clear-
ly defines the limits on free-
dom of speech. “Those who
flout the clear restrictions
cannot point fingers at
others,” he asserted. Pakistan
SCiscurrently hearing a case
involving accusations level-
led by six out of eight Islama-
bad HC judges of intimidation
and interference by the I51.

76 Nirankaris, for his “legen-
dary impact on the struggle”.

In 2022 she allegedly sha-
red an image of Dilawar
Singh Babbar, a Punjab police
officer who became a suicide
bomber to assassinate Punjab
chief minister Beant Singh in
1995, with the caption “Shahe-
edi Diwas”.

TOI has tracked down a
post of her’s on Facebook from
2021 in which she shared an
image of Sikh militants Suk-
dev Singh Sukha and Harjin-
der Singh Jinda, who assassi-
nated Congress politicians La-
lit Maken and Arjan Dass in "85,
and Gen Arun Vaidya (Retd) in
1986. They were both hanged.

A spokesperson for Labour
Friends of India said: “The La-
bour party is carrving out an
internal investigation into the
accusations and we just have to
wait for the outcome of the in-
vestigation.” Kaur and the La-
bour party did not respond to a
request for comment.

Rare editions of Pushkin aré"vamshmg from libraries around Europe

Paris: In April 2022, soon after
Russia invaded Ukraine, two
men arrived at the library of
the University of Tartu, in Est-
onia’s second-largest city. They
told the librarians they were
Ukrainians fleeing war and as-
ked to consult 19th-century first
editions of works by Alexander
Pushkin, Russia's national po-
et, and Nikolai Gogol. Speaking
Russian, they said they were an
uncle and nephew researching
censorship in czarist Russia so
the nephew could apply fora US
scholarship. Eager to help, the
librarians obliged. They spent
10 days studying the books.
Four months later, during a
routine annual inventory, the li-

brary discovered that eight bo-
oks the men had consulted had
disappeared, replaced with fac-
similes of such high quality th-
at only expert eves could detect
them. At first, it seemed like a
one-off — bad luck at a provine-
ial library It wasn't. Police are
now probing what they believe
1s a vast, coordinated series of
thefts of rare 19th-century Rus-
sian books — primarily first
and early editions of PushKin
— fromlibraries across Europe.
Since 2022, more than 170 bo-
oksvalued at more than $2.6 mi-

llion, according to Europol, ha-

ve vanished from the National
Libraryof Latvia in Riga; Vilni-
us University Library; the State

More than 170 rare Ruaslan books —
primarily first and early editions of
Alexander Pushkin — have vanished,
replaced by very high-guality fakes

Libraryof Berlin; the Bavarian
State Library in Munich; the
National Library of Finland in
Helsinki; the National Library
of France; university libraries
in Paris and Lyon in France,
and Geneva: and from the Cz-

8

= ech Republic. The University of

Warsaw library in Poland was
hardest hit, with 78 books gone.
The books are worth tens to
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars each. In most cases, the ori-
ginals were replaced with high-
quality copies that mimicked
even their foxing —asignof a
sophisticated operation. The
disappearance of so many bo-
oks of the same ilk from so ma-
ny countries in a relatively
short period is unprecedented,
expertssaid. The thefts have led
libraries to boost security.
According to Europol, aut-
horities have arrested nine peo-
ple in connection to the thefts.
Four were detained in Georgia

in late April, along with more
than 150 books. In Nov;, French
police placed three suspects in-
tocustody, Another man has be-
en convicted in Estonia and a
fifth suspect is in jail in Lithua-
nia. A special French police
unit dedicated tofighting cultu-
ral theft is overseeing the inves-
tigation in France and coordi-
nating across Europe. Authori-
ties paint a picture of anetwork

of associates, some blood relati-

ves, travelling across Europe by
bus with librarv cards someti-
mes under assumed names to
scout rare Russian books, make
high-guality copies, then swap
them for the originals, casefiles
reveal. The probe has been dub-

bed “Operation Pushkin”.

Prices of books published
during the lifetimes of the holy
trinity of Russian romantic
writers — Pushkin, Gogol and
Mikhail Lermontov — have ri-
sen dramatically in the past 20
vears, inlinewith therise in we-
alth of Russian collectors. Wes-
tern sanctions put in place after
Russia invaded Ukraine prohi-
bit dealers in the West from sel-
ling to residents of Russia, fuel-
ling an existing shadow market
for rare books. Europol said th-
at some of the stolen books had
already been sold by auction ho-
uses in Moscow and St Peters-
burg, Russia, “effectively ma-
king them irrecoverable™. nvr

AROUND THE WORLD

MAASAI MARA DELUGED: The number of people who have died in
floods in Kenya since March has risen to 188 as the country sees
heavy rains. On Wednesday, nearly 100 tourists were among people
marooned after River Talek overflowed in Kenya's famed Maasai
Mara wildlife reserve. Rescuers successfully evacuated 90 people by
ground and air in the Masai Mara, where 19 lodges were flooded

Amsterdam parking
space up for grabs
for 495,000 euros

ousing is at a premium and

50 is parking in the Nether-
lands, but a parking space put
up for sale this week for almost
halfa-million euros — more th-
an the average home price —
has raised eyebrows. Located
in P.C. Hooftstraat next to
Amsterdam’s famous Vondel-
park, the indoor 18-square-
metre space was advertised at
495,000 euros on Dutch pro-
perty website funda.nl. The
parking space is a stone's thr-
ow from the Van Gogh Museum
and the Rijksmuseum. Dutch
commercial broadcaster RTL
Nieuws called it “the most
expensive parking space in the
Netherlands™. The parking
space can also be rented for
750 euros a month. The Nether-
lands is facing an acute hou-
sing shortage of some 390,000
homes, according to a recent
study. The average house price
was 430,000 euros in the
Netherlands last year.

Halle Berry shouts fromUS
Capitol, I'm in menopause’
Halle Berry is joining a group
of bipartisan US senators to
push for legislation that would
put $275m toward research
and education around meno-
pause. The legislation calls for
the federal govt to spend

ADVANCING MENDPAUSE
CARE AND MID-LIFE

more on clinical trials on men-
opause as well as the hormo-
ne therapy that is used to
treat hot flashes and other sy-
mptoms. Berry, 57, shouted
about menopause outside the
US Capitol on Thursday. *I'm
in menopause, OK?" Berry yel-
led, eliciting chuckles from the
crowd. “The shame has to be
taken out of menopause. We
have to talk about this very
normal part of our life that ha-
ppens. Our doctors can't even
say the word to us, let alone
walk us through the journey.”
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Dngli)ném'{: 3 rasratives. T .m}“ Tl W0 02 TI-03-01 /2024 TE 1 —285 T No. for submission of tender and
- . any- _ L E LT —— - —— = opening of tender: 24/05/2024 15:00
body wants some election bene- _ S t[;”fﬂ.é“_" HEHAN ST W0-03 £ 2024-25 | 1. | Name: Unknown /Nikhil (Name given by the Agency), Age: Hrs. on Dais 24/05/2024 15:30 Hrs. on
fits by maligning me, God bless Had g-oet (TR & aER deEe www.eproc2.bihar.gowin 1) 11 months, Complexion: Wheatish. On 06.11.23 Child Date, Minimum eligibility criteria:
them. But they cannot stop my 1. @ & faem was found abandoned in the cradle of Welfare Home for MEC Applicable. The tenderers/
fight against corruption and vi- 1Y &l w1 urEl | aueE @ | A ®Tard | BELTRON &) | ®1 Children (WHC), Sarita Vihar, New Delhi. On 07.11.2023, bidders must have class-lll digital
olence in Benpal” Another| | %o aft YA | Online 2z | W Child was produced before CWC, Kalkaji, New Delhi & by signature certificate & must be register
tatement issued a little later (w0 4) (#0 ) fra uifg | @ their Orders Child is placed in WHC for Care & Protection. o IREPS poral Unly. regisweres
5 e 58 e d1e i Targ- (Eae faFer (w0 W) HHY = tenderers/bidders can parlicipate on a-
thanked Raj Bhavan staff “who ayera WA e (yyefofia) 2. | Name: Unknown/ Rudran (Name given by the Agency) Age: tendering. All relevant paper must be
expressed solidarity against TG 1 i ) (@ aila 03 months, Complexion: Wheatish. On 14.02.24 Child was uploaded at the time of participating in
derogatory narratives circulat- e A wida wie A found abandoned in a park of Jangpura, New Delhi. On e-tendering. On line payment through
ed by two disgruntled employ- ) i) 15.02.2024, Child was produced before CWC Kalkaji, New payment Gateway has been enabled.
ees as political parties’ agents”. 1 2 3 4 5 6 Delhi by P.S Hazrat Nizamuddin & by their Orders Child is Eﬁﬂmzﬂﬂﬂﬁrﬂfﬁ fﬂ:ﬂfﬁﬂﬁl’;

. = ? a i i 1 .

A third release issued after W F R e placed in Welfare Home for Children, New Delhi for Care & through multiple. Net banking. deblt &
10pm banned entry of cops 4NN, HieER T ey @ Eeaion: credit cards, DRM (S&T)
and Bengal finance minister afieramie fAfs el s | 60.0 10 3. | Name: Unknown/ Rajvika (Name given by CWC) Age: 8 West Central Rallway, Bhopal
Chandrima Bhattacharya in rirerst 3 AR @ e a1s Mo | Aze | H0S,000.000 10000.00 | 590.00 | a months Complexion: Wheatish. On 11.02.24 Child was
Raj Bhavan premises. #o = @ d10 Vo AR W MY found abandoned in Durg Sampark Kranti Train at Hazrat

Earlier, TMC launched a & | MNizamuddin Railway Station, New Delhi. On 12.02.2024, :
blisteringattack on Boseon X: 2 | fasmem Prfn e 4 fomg - | oz.05.2024 Child was produced before CWC Kalkaji, New Delhi by ‘45] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
“Appalling and unthinkable! 3 | ulEror R e we @) e ga | — | FEST6 09.05.2024 W 14.05.2024% SUTEA 3:00 a9t RPF Hazrat Nizamuddin & by their Orders Child is placed
The sanctity of Raj Bhavan way (fog daarge 4 | in Welfare Home for Children, New Delhi for Care & E-TENDER NOTICE

has been tarnished. Hours be- www.eproc2.bihar gov.in 1) | (www.eproc2 bihargovin) Protection. an hensirof he: Eresident of Inci,
fore the PM was supposed to 4 | W1 412 MiET B o w9 @ — | 10052024 T FUIEA 12:30 Tof 2VF, T WER 74 4. | Name: Ravi, Age: 5.8 Years approx. Complexion: E{:.:Eg r}EI::QPL‘I Dﬁﬂ*g;‘zf;g:"ésgaﬂge
arrive at Raj Bhavan to spend Ll AT UG (Ao, Ofe W @, W, Wheatish. On 22.12.2021 Child was found abandoned in it Goraldaur s i folloaviig
the night, a woman was alleg- g el e Pratap Camp, Nehru Nagar, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi. On E-works Tenders: 8. Noi- 1. E-
edly molested by thegowernap,| | | Ty o vt R oy | | e O i S L e e 25.11.2022 Child was produced before CWC Kalkaiji, New Tender No:- DY CE-CON-HQ-02-
underthefalse pretext [].f;.;j(_]b. — Rﬁ}. e 1 i\ U:'"""'“"':prm:"'h.!,i_r‘lr_'u':"ﬂ':l_}_. —— | Delhi oy Pehchan Shakti Shalini {NGD} & b],l' their Orders 2024 Dated 26.04 2024, Name of
Such despicable behaviour s f ITW padhe e b R B '“'mﬁ e mf;imj‘ # 3n.zn;1 peil 2 Child is placed in Welfare Home for Children, New Delhi for work:- %unstruc:tmn of minor
" i, R SN | (www.eprocs.bihargovan) Care & Protection, bridges, Earth work, blanketing,
must be condemned. 7 | [adm a1E @ 41 A va an 9 T8 WA @1 GE ATl 978 W v 6 e - LHS & RUB between Pipurauli
JaETEE TY A A 5. Name:lﬂkash, Age: 4.8 \’Earﬁ_appm:{. Complexion: | Excluding) CH No: 88620 to Unwal

TRACK MACHINE POH WORK B | I Wiee @ T | (www.eproc2 bihar.gov,in) Wheatish. On 22.12 2021 Chlld_WEE found abandﬂngd in (Including) CH No: 106660 in

. et ko B = | 31102024 (a1Z 3@k OF) Fratap Camp, Nehru Nagar, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi, On connaction with Shajanwa -

E-Procurement Tender Notice - =¥ AL Y ! ; P ; : p
No.: TMC/PBR/2023-24° dated: 10 f’l‘F'ﬂ-”i*f-:ill'.' T TEATE U e e 'i.‘.'t.':gr.j.._ W BN Td ;:114[4]1 e |.'q,:-g-_r,_..:l;_-. v 2511:["22 Eh”d Was PFEHIlUE:Ed bEfﬂl‘E {:w{: I{alhﬂjl. NEW Dhﬂﬁghat MEW Raﬂwa}f iln.E Pm]ﬂ‘:t
10.04.2024. Tender thrl:uugh E. w7 i den-s s s Delhi by Pehchan Shakti Shalini (NGO) & by their Orders in Lucknow Division in N.E.
Procurement System are inviled by the UEI-B00001 GEHTH FHI@I—7463880156 Child is placed in Welfare Home for Children, New Delhi for : Railway., Approximate Value:-
undersigned for the following work. SN. | | S S T = Care & Protection. 1,46,34 48, 433.63, Earnest
1. Tender No.: TMC/PBRIPOH/2023. 11, fdm e ® S0 www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in, https://state.bihar.gov.in>wrd/ : : . : Money (Rs.):- 74,67,300.00, Cost
24; Brief Description of the Work: wrd.bihar.gov.in & www.prdbihar.gov.in 7z S @ | Note: Parents/Guardians/Relatives of above mentioned Children may contact at | |of Tender Form (Rs.):- Nil,
POH of Track Machine PBR-R20 12 s oY ¥ awEwnEd & satea A s o § gYa Wen-74s3see1s6 1¢ wegs f | | @ddress/phone number given at Si. No. 1 given below:- . . Completion Period:- 24 (Twenty
Estimated Cost: 782 41,184/-; Date & ot wae & | g2l O ufn @ vl Bl B gen ) amerd gee gy Sl 9, 1. Welfare Home for Children, I-B, | nstitutional Area, Sarta Vihar, New ;D;trjré'éqﬂ;éﬁ' . EIdElengtStdaﬂtdatE-f
Time of Closing of tender: Upto 15:00 ferre e yes = } / . mi i - Delhi-110044, Contact no. 8860835349/011- 26954150/269747023. email: Ve » * Last aale o
Hrs. of 24.05.2024: Date & Time of ff!.ﬂlh W& e (0812—2235241) [ e Proc 2.0 Help Desk Ad;.lress-. m;gnclmn services Fara 007 i submission of above E-Tender up to
Opening of tender- Upto 15:30 Hrs limited RI Complex, 2nd Floor, Canara Bank Campus, Khajpura, Ashiana Road, PS. - welfare2007@gmail.com . , 15.00 hrs on 10.06.2024, » Date of
af 24-05-2024 The Complete Shastri Naﬂar.. Patna 800 0140, Bihar Toll Free Number: 1800572 6571 2. District Ch”d Protection Unit-\1ll . {SﬂUth-EEEt}, Kasturba Miketan Up’E‘ﬂing of above E-Tender 15.00
information 3|n|‘|g with the tender -i'-l‘_b[-{d-l_l -EETJr}-T%’? Etﬂte.h‘ihﬂr.gﬂu‘injrpfdbihﬂr A W & 'h!f'h_mél Cﬂmplex, LEI]pEIt NEIQEII'—II, NEW DEIh|-11ﬂD24, Fh N'D.. ﬂﬂ— EDEE?E‘:"E hr‘S on 11]‘.05.2[}24' . Delaned
document of above e-Tender will be email: southeastdcpuBi@gmail.com tender notice, eligibility, criteria,
available upto 14.30 hrs. of 24-05-2024 _ [RERILS Sd/-Director | |terms & conditions is available on
0 Wabake "::J‘é::":'g"“_'s-ﬂ‘“}{-r';b &4, AvsR vd wrrfl yaes e, Women & Child Development | |web site https://ireps.gov.in., * In
- Chiel Engineer . . : EUILMRE [AL case any disparily arises between
Hanuaur; PI. o.000336 WRD JU24-25 e B Please give information to CHILDLINE 1098 about Children who need care | |Hindi and English version of tender
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWA T EH] 3MH fﬁzﬁa—q v T notice, English version will hold

“Serving Cusiomers wilh a smile’ 2024~ g1 P1 94, <91 B T and protection pipishavdarthiClassiiedi0031/24-25| | ood andwill be followed.

DY Chief Engineer/Con/HQ
erduTdd AFFar S1 Hratay CEROAN &3 Sotakhbur

Do Mot Smoke Bidi'Cigarette in train

ﬁ GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
;. SANJAY GANDHI MEMORIAL HOSPITAL m

MANGOLPURI: DELHI 110 083 Hd-1 UHSo BUl

Ph.; 011-272921117, 27922843 g0 ffasr ams=vr ya=m ¥ 16 (S.B.D) /202324 As RTU
E-mail: mssgmh@rediffmail.com. admsgmh@gmail.com M -~
Mo.F.1{357 Yregular interview/Pt-1\V/2022/4935 Dated: 01/5/24 ASRTU BHAWAN PLOT NO.4-A, PSP Block
VACA TICEF ALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR POST OF o9 WATEE F T ATAC gt o P aeEer wEen e 16/ 202324 e dioaosio PR-20141 (BCD) 2023 -24 €, @ Pkt.14, Sec.-8, Dwarka NEW DELHI110077
SGM HOSPITAL.MANGOL PURI EEe FEw B (9 TF § e e U a3 A [T vd g9a NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID
Application are invited for 24 posts of Junior Residents on Adhoc basis HE NIT NO. 1!2[}24.253" SC ts&n}
at Sanjay Gandhi Memonal Hospital Appointment shall be initially for a g faos e (Ereeers 8 15.04.2024 ¥ 15052024 T 3:00 T IRTE 10.05.2024 ¥ 30.05.2024 300 T ] :
period of 89 day, which is extendable maximurm upto 01 year based on good ”?' s farfer o o T | IURTE T Alg.-‘:rb:ier 1 03/05/2024 11100 Hrs
performance and conduct. Pifaar oon @ (aTere) @ @) 18052024 @1 300 &1 TET O | : Gk dees s ;D:::"-'E”mman ‘
Hospital will conduct Walk-in-Interview on every Wednesday fill the 4 sifan fafiy IS I008 T N W R ae i :
Vacancies are filled completaly. T AT ATe e B — ] , : EiTender Forms 31/05/2024 |11 00 Hrs
The applications are invited in the format available at the website. 05 ca HHY 20.05.2024 T 300 TST HATET 01.06.2024 T 330 ol HoIG request Last Date |
Candidates for walk-in-interview shall bring the duly filled application form FofaaT fada are @ 3 e i e =T T _ C|Tender Closing  103/06/2024 | 1100 Hrs
with photograph and checklist with original documents on 08.05.2024 o6 Y O q18 EE T SR AeD] A1 I & T | Date (CAT-1
{Wednesday) from 09,00 AM to 12:00 PM and thereafler on every Wednesday. 1\ 26082024 1 1230 01 HENET Y 15052024 B 1230 T3 BT aeEm :E-Suh‘mlsslﬂnh |
For complete details related to the posts including the Age, Essential affEsfen WS e v B WA 3e N R A D'E‘Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ"? lﬂmm““ 1700 Hrs
Qualification, Pay and Vacancies, efc. required for the posts are available e v T H 2 92052024 1230 Wi W s G 5 e
in the vacancy/resulis/section of the website https:/fhealth.delhi.gov.in/ of 08 fodre @fen # foflr va v 2 02052024 N 1230 TN §EH AR CCRE L L ;a—jm Freme o @ |Manwal submissior)|
Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Govl. of NCT of Delhi and Notice Board/ wFYTE ary ST e w4 Cost of Tender form including
Circular section of the website https://https:/isgmh.delhi.gov.in/) of the Ty Y GST Rs 3,540/- to be paid only at
Hospital. Sd/- (Brijesh Kumar Singh) g e g s - I ; 1 | www.tenderwizard.com/ASRTU
Deputy Medical Superintendent i 3 Il gEas @ T S I TR PIAITEAE JAa for more details of Tender Notice
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0030/24-25 Mob 8447734407 PR. No. 000411 (BCD) 2024-25 : sl il it HIA UHSE B Visit www.asrtu.org
(Ministry of Ayush, Government of India)
a1 fmtor fawm, was wivse el J.L.N.B.C.A H. Anusandhan Bhawan,
m MNo. 61-65, Institutional Area, Opp. ‘D’ Block, Janakpuri,
New Delhi-110058
were g i fda aren @ fs g wien & o9ie — e85 (ajo) fRsTw  15.03.2024 @ B Fefar go-TAfaer smesw wesn wen 06(SBD) /
Nawadafﬁf;i?ﬂ—?d- Tﬂ PR No:- GE@G?D[ECD;EDE}H G gl e wrmar o3 § weiin gan & O dard wwen st @ Pt sl @ w4 Advertisement 2024 [J une Bﬂ.h:h}
g 1% fafer ®1 amfer SRy Reaia fm o 2, & Freeg 8-
(50 = fereT @ A FEiRG e R et CCRAS Post Doctoral Fellowship Scheme (CCRAS PDF Scheme)
1 FAfde AT UM (SraAee)  (SEE—30.04.2024 T 21052024 1 1500 T OF | fHTd— 15052024 9 04082024 H1 1500 r > = ¥
e A P wd men B . = g : The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS), an autonomous
- wae daame www.eproc2.bihargovin W #al @F | Fad daume www.eproc2.bihar.govin W ¢ % ¢ ; _ = .
2 | [Aidel o (AeeE) s | faAdh— 22052024 1 1500 Tl oF | - faE- 05.06.2024 F] 1500 T qF ' body of the Mlnlstr::,.r of Ayush, quemmem of India, h?ﬁ_ Initiated CCR‘D‘FE Fu_st
&1 aifem faftr 19w d#ae daade www.eproc2.bihargovin W dad dEaEe www.eproc2. bihargovin | Doctoral Fellowship Scheme” with the approval of Ministry of Ayush to identify
= Bfre] [ & o e dwame www.eproc2.bihar.govin W a7 e www.eproc2.bihargovin W1 promising young researchers with innovative ideas and provide them with training and
T e e e e S T T T R T research t:.lsppnrtumtu._a_s in daﬁerept rnl..:It1_t:l_|sr:|r::-I|r'|::1r1..r areas in thua‘ﬁeld of Ayurveda. The
T ) scheme aims at facilitating their transition from mentored to independent research
5 A @ts aies A aPAE geuieA @ uvEr | TEANE qeiEa & e | career. CCRAS intends to offer ten (10) such fellowships every year to promising fresh
i e v | PhD/PG degree holders of Ayurveda and Ph.D. holders of related science disciplines
& Wl dE | 3 (iffe=i®— 08052024 &1 1500 ¥ e ST (ifa=— 20052024 1 1500 T anfem sfmim, wa at reputed organizations like CSIR, ICMR, DBT, National |nstitutes, recognized
THT TRIT T for FaryT i | fermror FRITIT 918 afm | . g i " i ; F
i paiin il s ki PO U S L Universities and National Institutions of Ayush etc. These fellowships will be allocated
(ii) fair— 13052024 1 1500 T I Hfr (i) Fti— 27.05.2024 W1 1500 7 e A (20) by Director Generefl. CF:RF_&S, depending upon the needs of the Institute/Centre. The
(20), wa= fawio fvmr, few, oo @ wmiaa 4 ) W= famior fw, fitem. ween @1 wtem §) Last Date of Application is 30th June, 2024 for June, 2024 batch.
e T I & www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in/state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 7 dwT o Fae 2, s s SEte @ s e 9 e for the details of the CCRAS PDF Scheme, application form, undertaking and full
ST T [ e : advertisement including eligibility, age limit, tenure, remuneration, how to apply and
BTSSRI mode of selection etc
| ata 2024 ud, 391 &1 T ' : inistrati
PR. No. 000418 (BCD) 2024-25 ATEHH A A== 2024 w &l ;S ? HaIA UHS1, Adigl CBC 17218/12/0002/2425 Administrative Officer {Recﬂ}
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. POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH
' OVRERIGEMIMIN

Ref : Global Tender Enguiry Notice Mo, PHEPY23-24/G0046
I-'ullnwing :Iumgr:.‘ are made:-

ar Equipment/ |Original Bid] Revised Bid | Original Bid |Revised Bid| Depit
No | lem Name | submission | Submassion Oipening Clpening Mamie
[ate Drate Dtz Drate
Fcho and USG s - : CIVS &
| Michine 02 05 2024 2000520241 03.052024 | 21052024 Anaesthesin

| A other details shall remain the sam, Frofessor In-Charge (EP)

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

School of Planning and Architecture, Bhopal
{An Institute of National Importance, Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

Neelbad Road, Bhauri, Bhopal - 462 030 (M.R) INDIA.
Phone : 0755-2526800, 2526837, 2526843
Mo, SPARMRGOD/ Advt /2024-25/25 Date 03/05/2024
Expression of Interest (EDI)

School of Planning and Architecture Bhopal (SPAB) invites expression of interest from eligible
firms or companies, (o provide services forthe following project:
Designing, Execution and Maintenance of permanent exhibits at Harappan Knowledoe
Centre, Rakhigarhi, Haryana.
Interested parties are requested 1o refer to The Terms of Reference (ToR) documents from:
hitps:/fwww.samplelinkqoeshere com/, and register on the same link, on or before 18 May
2024, 04:00 pm.
Link shall be open for registration from : 10 May 2024,

Director

E-Tender Notice

Sr. DEE/TRDVAgra for & on behalf of President of India invites “Open Tender”
through on-line only (e-Tendering) for the following work;

Tender No. Approximate Cost | Earnest Money | Period of Completion

AGCTRDTZ02402 Rs. 3568882/ Rs. 71800/- Mine months

Name of work: Modification in OHE due to modification of various Station Platforms
by Engineering Department of Agra Division.

1. For full details and submissicn of the bid pleaze see the Indian Railway website wwiw.
ireps.govin. 2 Tender can only besubmitted through web poral "www.ireps.gov.in” up
o 16.00 Hrs. ondate 21.05.2024 T 24{K)

o, u, =it

o=l  Parivahan Bhavan, Tehri Kothi, 6 M.G. Marg, Lucknow-226001 (U.P.)

NIT No. - 117PPPCELL/2024-08 PPP/2024 Vol-13 Dated 02.05.2024

CORRIGENDUM
DEVELOPMENT OF BUS STATIONS ON PPP MODEL

Uttar Pradesh Road Transport Corporation
(UPSRTC) is pleased to announce the
publication of a corrigendum in the tender for
selection of developers for the development of
bus stations under UPSRTCon a PPP model.

: Prospective bidders can download

—a d the corrigendum document containing
responses to the gueries received during Pre Bid Meeting. The
corrigendum is available for download on the official website:
https:/ f'www.upsrtc.up.govinorhttps://etender.up.nic.in

Submission Deadline

All interested and competent bidders are requested to submit their
proposals no later than 5:00 PM IST on June 14th, 2024.
Managing Director

U.P. State Road Transport Corporation

Pone NORTHERN RAILWAY
s OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

Srrek ety

For and on behalf of President of India. Sr. Divisional Mechanical Engineer {Cord.),
Morthern Railway, Delhi Divizion invites sealed e-tender on "Single Packet System’,
for the following work from experienced and capable tenderers:-

1 |e-Tender No. : 116-5-HNZM-LA-BT

2 |Name of work : Hazral Nizammudin - Capacily Augmentation & Othar
Improvemeant Works al Deparimenial Mechanized Laundry

Work Place : Hazral Mizammudin

Period of Work : Nine Months

Advertised Value : Rs. 2.22.34,997 39 (Including GST)

Bid Security to be deposited : Rs. 2 61,200/-

Tender Document Cost : Mil

Date and time of availability of e-Tender Document : 01,05 2024; 18:30 Hrs
to 24.05.2024; Up to 15:00 Hrs

Date and Time of E-tender Closing : 24,05, 2024, 15:00 Hrs,

10 [Date and time of E-tender Opening : On 24.05.2024 after 15:00 hrs. If the
date of opening happens to be a holiday the E-Tender shall be opened on the
next working day,

1 |Place for opening E-tender : Mechanical Department, Divisional Raihway
Manager's Office, Morthern Railway, State Eniry BEoad, Mew Delhi-110055
Note: The complate particulars of the tender may be found in websiie www.ireps.gowv.in

No.: 116-5-WP-22-23-DRMLSP-HNZM-LA-RT-MC-IV Dated: 01.05.2024  1324/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

ml-qmr.nhu

w0

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one male
(depicted in the photo), Namely: Sumit Sagar, Hlo
Kusam, Rlio H.No.C-34 Gai No 3 Near Post Office
Wali Gali Auchandi Road Bawana, Delhi.
Permanent Address: Village Burna, PS Baraha,
Distt Baka, Bihar. Aged: 30 years, has been
missing from above address since 15.04.2024.
In this regard a DD No. 36A Dated 17.04.2024,
has been registered at P.S. Bawana, Delhi. His
physical description is as under:

Height: 510", Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built: Thin, ID: On
Face near nose small small moles, Wearing: Black Colour Shirt and
Blue colour Jeans Pantand Chappal in feet.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing male may
inform to the following at E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.nic.in or website
http:/icbi.nic.in Tele No.:011-24368638 or 24368641 SHO

P.S. Bawana, Delhi
Ph: 7065036321

Sumit Sagar

DP/5027/0N/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sajid R/o Jhuggi No. 254, Gali No. 1, Chanderpuri,
Dharmpura, Gandhi Nagar, Delhi, Age: 27 years, has
Committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case FIR No. 832/2014 U/s 498AIPC, P.S. Khyala, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Sajid cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Sajid has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sajid of
case FIR No. 832/2014 U/s 498A.IPC, P.S. Khyala, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 04.06.2024.

By Order

Ms. Shivli Talwar

Metropolitan Magistrate, Mahila Court-01
Room No. 358, 3rd Floor,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/5134/WD/2024(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Afroj Sfo Mohd. Ishak R/o H.No. 147, Gali
No.05, lind Pusta Usman Pur, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
968/2015 U/s 379/411/427/34 IPC at PS: Khajuri Khas,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Afroj can not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Afroj has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused Afroj of FIR No. 968/2015 U/s
379/411/427/34 IPC of PS: Khajuri Khas, Delhi is required
to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on

or before 03.06.2024. By order
Sukhjeet Singh
Metropolitan Magistrate-03
Room No.22, NE District
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/5227/NE/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused

person namely Bheem Kumar Tanti S/o Bhupendera Tanti R/o
H.No.27, Vill. Aya Nagar Baba Mohalla Delhi.have committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR. No.
559/M13 uls 279/337/338/471 IPC. has been registered at P.S.
Vivek Vihar Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
there upon issued that the said, Bheem Kumar Tanti cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said, Bheem Kumar Tanti has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Bheem
Kumar Tanti of FIR. No.559/13 u/s 279/337/338/471. registered
at PS. Vivek Vihar Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complaint on or before 29.06.2024.

By Order
Ms. Isra Zaidi, Ld. MM, SHD,
DP/5158/SHD/2024(court matter)  Karkardooma Court Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Shankar Yadav @ Shankar Saxena Slo
Malik Yadav R/o H.No. 247, Gali No-3, Shanti Marg,
Mandawali, Delhi-110092 has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 303/2014 U/s
408/120B/34 IPC at PS: Madhu Vihar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Shankar Yadav @ Shankar Saxena can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Shankar Yadav @ Shankar Saxena has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Shankar Yadav @ Shankar Saxena of FIR No.
303/2014 U/s 408/120B/34 IPC of PS: Madhu Vihar, Delhi
is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton orbefore 30.07.2024. By order
Udbhav Kumar Jain
Metropolitan Magistrate-04
Room No. 13, Shahdara
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/5092/ED/2024
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Procurement Tender Notice No.: 24/28 Data: 30.04, 2024
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the President of India, The Principal Chief Materials Manager, North
Cantral Railway, Prayagra], (An 150 9001:2015 certified unit) invites the following
E-procurement Tenders.

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, AHMEDABAD ("AIRPORT")

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING
PROCESS FOR CARGO HANDLING O&M SERVICES

AT THE INTEGRATED CARGO TERMINAL, AIRPORT

Ahmedabad International Airport Limited ("AIALY invites
participation by interested parties in the competitive e-
tendering process for Cargo Handling O&M Services at the
Integrated Cargo Terminal, Airport.

Interested parties are requested to visit the website,
https://airports.abeprocure.com/ and register to access
the Request for Qualification (RFQ) document(s).

RFQ access shall be available from 03 May 2024, till IST
5:00pmoni15 May 2024,

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified person MNamely:
Unknown, S/o: Unknown, Rfo:
Unknown, Age: About 55 vyears,
Height : 57", Complexion: Shallow,
Face: Oval, Built: Normal, Wearing:
T-shirt & Pant was found in
unconscious condition at CNG Pump,
Mear Gagan Cinema, Nand Nagri,
Delhi on 20.04 2024. He was shifted to
GTB Hospital, Delhi, where during
treatment doctor declared him dead on
20.04.2024. In this regard a case vide DD No. 140A dated
20.04.2024 had been lodged at Police Station Nand Nagri,
Delhi. The dead body has been preserved in G.T.B. Hospital

Prajwal ex-driver shifted

by DKS to Malaysia: HDK

Dy CM Denies Kidnap case filed against Prajwal mom

| n yetanother case against JD(5) MLA HD Revanna's family, a
youth has filed a FIR accusing his wife Bhavani of kidnapping his
mother. An officer confirmed the FIR at KR Nagar police stationin
Mysuru and said the probe was underway. Cops were tight-lipped
about details, only saying it had been handed over to the SIT. T

Plot to weaken us politically: Prajwal’s bro

D(S) MLC Suraj Revanna Thursday said the sexual harassment

allegations against his brother, Hassan MP Prajwal Revanna,
and father, MLA H D Revanna, were part of a conspiracy to
weaken their family politically. He also claimed he had no
information about the whereabouts of Prajwal. tun

Charge As
Ex-Driver Goes
Into Hiding

Tines News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Hassan MP
Prajwal Revanna's former
driver, Karthik, hasgone into
hiding following a notice
from the SIT. He had admit-
ted to handing over a pen
drive containing videos of
the JIS) politician’s alleged
sexual misconduct to BJP
worker Devaraje Gowda.
Karthik had been emploved
by Prajwal for 13 vears and
parted ways a year ago over
analleged land deal.

In avideo statement, Kar-
thik expressed uncertainty
about whether Gowda util-
ised the pen drive for person-
al gain. He also disclaimed
knowledge about the distri-
bution of pen drives contain-
ing explicit video clips. “I
don't know who distributed
the pendrives,” he said.

He vowed to provide com-
prehensive details to the in-
vestigators, stating, “They are
levelling allegations against

ii:l I LINE OF NO CONTROL Sanoeer Aohwasvu

me, | will disclose everyvthing
in detail before the SIT.”
Former CM HD Kumaras-
wamy accused deputy CM
DK Shivakumar and his
brother, DK Suresh, of invol-
vement in the disappearance
of the driver and raised ques-
tions about the circumstanc-
essurrounding thereleaseof
the driver’s video statement,
“The driver's video state-
ment has been released...
Where is Karthik? Where
was it (video statement)
made and released? Why was
the video hurriedly made
and given to news channels?
Who gave it? He is in Malay-
sia,” Kumaraswamy said.
“Who sent Karthik to Malay-
sia? What is the need for the
video to be sent from there?”

FEOM KAENATAKA
TO KAISERGAN,
WE ARE ONE

(e

Revanna moves MP’MLA
court for pre-arrest bail
in sexual harassment case

» Continued fromP1

rith this, the noose
\\’ around Prajwal and

" ¥ his father HD Re-
vanna will tighten as they
were earlier charged with
bailable offences under IPC
Sections 354A (sexual ha-
rassment and punishment
for sexual harassment),
354D (stalking), 506 (puni-
shment for criminal intimi-
dation) and 509 (word, ges-
ture or act intended to insult
the modesty of a woman).
Sec 376 is a cognisable and
non-bailable offence entail-
ing over 10 vears injail.

The first woman who
lodged the  complaint
against Prajwal and his fa-
ther worked in their house-
hold as domestic help. The
second woman, who alleged-
v figured in one of the Praj-
wal Revanna sleaze videos,
appeared before the 32nd ad-
ditional chief metropolitan
magistrate in Bengaluru
and recorded her statement

under CrPC Sec 164 (state-
ment recorded by a magist-
rate). Parameshwara, while
addressingmedia in Kalabu-
ragi, said: “At this juncture,
the details of the complaint
cannot be made public.” The
minister assured protection
to other survivors who vol-
untarily come forward and
lodge complaints retaining
tothe alleged sex scandal.

Prajwal’s father, H D Re-
vanna, who was a minister in
the previous JINS):-BJP and
JINS)FCongress govts, moved
aspecial courttorelected rep-
resentatives seeking antici-
patory bail in the sexual ha-
rassment case filed by his for-
mer domestic help.

When the court asked Re-
vanna's attorney why he was
not approaching the trial
court as the offences are bail-
able, the latter pointed out
that the SIT was invoking [PC
Sec 376 against him based on
the statement of another
woman, The court adjourned
the bail plea to Friday.

@) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY (€71

E-TENDER NOTICE

Tender Notice No. AGC-ELG-T-03-2024-25

Date: 01.05.2024

ar. Divisional Electrical Engineer (General) N.C. Railway, Agra for and on
behalf of President of India invites "Open Tender” through on line only
(E-Tendering) for the following works.

Mame of work with its location & Completion period: Agra-Division
Prepaid enargy meler at stalls, GPS based enargy meter and automation of
pump and replacement of HT/LT overhead conductor of various size.
Complation pariod- 09 months.

Approx Cost of the work: T T079654.49/- (Including GST)

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Rallway website
www.lreps.gov.in. Tenders can only be submitted through web portal

Tandar - Tender Martuary, Delhi.
SN Mo Short Description Qty. Opening A havi inf i | bout thi K
Date my person naving any imormalon or Ciue alou Is LUnNENown
1 | 38241463 | AIR BRAKE HOSE COUPLING 24910 Nos) 20.05.2024 dead person may kindly inform to the following: SHO :
2 | 38243151 |BODY SIDE ARRANGEMENT COMPLETE| 22 Set. |20.05.2024 P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi
3 | 38241438 | WIDE JAW ADAPTER 22805 Mos| 27.05.2024 North East Distt., Delhi
(e-RA] DPI5200/NE/2024 Tel. No. 011-22583307, 22585985,
4 | 38241468 | CUT OFF ANGLE COCK WITH VENT | 9122 Nos. | 10.06.2024 B750870733, 9716543228
5 |802310178| Shell Gadus 2367 Kgs. | 20.05.2024
& | 38241246 | COUPLER BODY FOR TRANSITIONCEC| 674 Nos. |29.05.2024
7 | 38241627 | ADAPTER [NARROW JAW 52857 Nos) 03.06.2024 PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
{s-A) APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
8 | 20232138 | SET OF BEARING COVER 84 NOS |20.05.2024
9 | 20243722 | PRIMARY VOLTAGE TRANSFORMER | 03 NOS. | 21.05.2024 See Section 82 Cr.P.C,
10 | 20243724 | HIGH VOLTAGE BUSHING 04 NOS. |21.052024| | YWhereas complaint has been made before me that accused
11 | 20243384 | WIFER BLADE ASSEMBLY 1602 NOS | 22082024 | | PErSON namely Shyam @ Shyamu, S/o. Joginder Pandit, R/o
12 | 10243110 | LOCO SIDE BUFFER ASSEMBLY o0 Nos._[2a.05.2024 | | H.No. 20, Gali No. 2, Surat Vihar, Mukandpur Part-ll, Delhi, has
13 | 10241908 | EQUALISER BEAM 70 Mos. |11.062024 | | committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in

14 | 40241042 | MOULD RELEASE SHEET NOMEX 2381 MTR | 28.05.2024

15 | 40241036 | SPIRAL TUBE KAPTON CONEX 2240 MTR | 28.05.2024

16 | 40241053 | TEFLON PTFE BUSH FOR HITACHI 348 Nos. | 29.05.2024

17 | 2023360924 | SET OF OPERATING HANDLE LONG
AND SHORT WITH OQUTER BRACKET

400 SET |20.05.2024

18 | 40233290 | Electronikc Controller Card 1738 Nos. [ 28.05.2024

19 | 30242601 | HIGH TENSILE TIGHT LOCK CENTRE | 168 MNos. | 20.05.2024
BUFFER COUPLER

20 | 30242604 | BOGIE BOLSTER ARRANGEMENT 40 Nos. | 29.05.2024

21 | 30241757 | BRAKE BLOCK HANGER

[MODIFIED DESIGN]

2300 MNos. | 28.05.2024

Note: The complete infermation of above lenders can be seen and downloaded from
IREPS webzite i.e. https:/www.ireps.govin. For any change/corrigendum in
tender, please visil this weabsile regulary, Mo separate corrgendum/change will be
published in news paper. TeTi24(A

f! Morth cantral rallweeys | www.nerindianraliways.govin | § @northcantrairaliwey | B Gormonce

case FIR No. 549/2020 U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC registered at
P.S. Prashant Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said Shyam @ Shyamu cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Shyam @ Shyamu has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said Shyam @ Shyamu accused of FIR
No. 439/2012 U/s 411 IPC P.5. North Rohini, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or

before 03.06.2024
By Order
Sh. Rohit Kumar,
Metropolitan Magistrate -04,
North District, Room No. 110,
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/5106/RD/2024

www.ireps.gov.in up to 15.00 hrs. on 22.05.2024. 779/24 FA
%) Norts central railways |_ GPRONCR ! iearih centralraibuay ﬂ www.ncr ndisnraiiweys.gevin

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Kundan Kumar S/o Virender Mandal R/o A-959,
JJ Colony, Pankha Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
FIR No. 183/2018 u/s 380/411 IPC P.S. Tilak Nagar, New
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Kundan Kumar cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Kundan Kumar has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Kundan Kumar
accused of FIR No. 183/2018 u/s 380/411 IPC P.5. Tilak
MNagar, New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 03.06.2024.
By Order : Sh. Devanshu Sajlan
Metropolitan Magistrate-07

DP/s205/WD/24

Room No. 289, 2nd Floor,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

he added.

However, Shivakumar re-
sponded, “Is it s0? My brother
(HDEK)has all the information.
Let him take information
from the Centre (as to) who
has sent (the video) and who
hasmade it. Am I mad (tosend
Karthik to Malaysia)? 1 will
fight on the streets, but not by
sending someone somewhere.
I don't need to do such things;
he (Kumaraswamy) may be in
need todosuch things.”

Rejecting the allegations,
Gowda stated that Karthik
had been associated with
Congress's Hassan Lok Sab-
ha constituency candidate
Shrevas Patel, implying mo-
tives behind the release of
the video for the party's polit-
ical benefit.

Not Goldy Brar,
shooting victim
Is Gladney
Xavier: US cops

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A man named
Gladney Xavier was killed in
a gang-related shooting in
Fresno, California, on Tues-
day. But by the time the news
reached India, Gladney had
become Goldy. Before police
in the US could declare the
identity of the deceased, the
“death” of gangster Goldy
Brar had become a rage on
social media and trended for
close to 18 hours.

Over a dozen accounts
based in the US and Canada.,
supposedly of rival groups,
started the rumour early on
Wednesday, it is believed.

Netizens on Thursdayv ca-
me upwith interesting memes
that included Brar claiming
his own death as the gangster
has been quick in claiming re-
sponsibility for Killings car-
ried out by his gang on social
media. Users termed him “the
reincarnated” and memes
showing him with Sidhu
Moose Wala alsosurfaced.

TOI had reported how a
bar fight and a shooting inei-
dent in Fresno had fuelled ru-
mours of Brar's death., The
Fresnopolicetoldlocal media:
“We can confirm that the vic-
tim was not a man named Gol-
dv Brar. The victim’s identity
is in the press release and his
picture is attached. We do not
know where the rumour that
it was Goldy Brar started
from, but it wasn't from us.”

The Fresno police state-
ment read: “On Tuesday, April
30, 2024, at 5.30pm, Fresno po-
lice officers in northwest dis-
trict responded to Fairmont
Avenue and Holt Avenue for a
shot spotter activation. Re-
sponding officers found 37-
yvear-old Gladney Xavier suf-
fering from a gunshot wound.
Gladney was transported to
CEMC, but he was pro
nouneced dead. Additionally, a
13-yvear-old juvenile was drop-
ped off at CRMC with a non-
life-threatening gunshot
wound. This juvenile was also
present at Fairmont Avenue
and Holt Avenue when Glad-
ney was fatally shot.”

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Reserve right to
take steps to
safeguard our
interests: MEA

b Continued fromP1

T e further reserve the
\\ right to take neces-
" ¥ sary measures to
safeguard our interests, said
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal. He was reacting to
media gqueries about reports
that China is constructing a
road in the area. India main-
tains that under the 1963
agreement, Pakistan illegal-
ly ceded 5,180 sq km of Indian
territory in Shaksgam Val-
ley from areas illegally occu-
pied by Pakistan in UT of La-
dakh to China. It has also
maintained China continues
to be in illegal occupation of
approximately 38,000 sq kms
of Indian territory in La-
dakh for the past six decades.




Shein Takes 3rd Spot Among
Biggest US Fashion E-tailers

> Amazon and Walmart are the biggest online
fashion retailers in the US, with $12.3bn and $8.9bn
worth of apparel net sales recorded in 2023

» Chinese co Shein, which only launched in the US
around 2017, holds the third rank

> |t has pulled past US legacy retailer Macy’s as well
as Nike. The cos recorded 2023 fashion net sales of
$6.4bn and $4.5bn, respectively

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

Biggest online fashion stores
in the US (net sales in 2023)

Source: Statista amazon Walmart SHEIN
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RBI lifts digital lending curbs ¢ e
on Bajaj Finance after 6 mths

~ overrelated
NBFC Takes Steps To Boost Transparency | Relief For Investors '

party deals

Times News NETwWORK

Mumbai: RBI has lifted digi-
tal lending restrictions on
Bajaj Finance nearly six
months after it imposed them
forviolation of its guidelines.
REBI had, on Nov 15, 2023, di-
rected Bajaj Finance to halt
loan issuance through its
‘eCOM’ and ‘Insta EMI Card’.
RBI had imposed the rest-
rictions due to a lack of trans-
parency and disclosure of con-
ditions like fees, charges, and
recovery practices ina kevfact
statement, which is a crucial
requirement for digital loans.
The EMI card allows custo-
mers to shop with a flexible re-
pavment tenure for purchases
of consumer goods and elec-

PROFIT TOOK A HIT

Mov 15, 2023 | RBI directs Bajaj
Finance to halt loan issuance

through ‘eCOM’ & ‘Insta EMI
Card’ due to transparency issues

4% | Hit to Bajaj Finance's pre-
tax profit for the March gtr

due to the embargo
42L | EMI card users

-5% | Bajaj Finance's
stock since RBI action

May 2, 2024 | Bajaj Finance

says RBI, based on remedial
actions taken by co, has lifted
the curbs with immediate effect

> Bajaj Finance investors had
turned cautious as RBI had
taken over a year to lift similar
curbs on HDFC Bank

» Bajaj Finance had started

to address some of the issues
before RBI took action

tronics without an additional
cost, Similarly, the eCOM pro-
duct enables online purchases
on platforms such as Amazon
and Flipkart through loans.
Bajaj Finance informed the
stock exchanges that RBI, ba-

sed on the remedial actions ta-
ken by the company;, has lifted
the restrictions with immedia-
te effect. The company will re-
sume sanction and disbursal
of loans in the two segments.
RBI's curbs had turned in-

vestors cautious as restric-
tions imposed on HDFC Bank
in 2020 had lasted for over a ve-
ar. Bajaj Finance, which had
started to address some of the
issues before RBI's action,
had recently requested the
central bank tolift the ban.
Bajaj Finance had 42 lakh
digitally sourced users for
the EMI Card at the end of
Sept 2023. RBI's embargo had
resulted in the company's
RQ4FY24 profit before tax be-
ing hit by 4%. Last week, Ba-
jaj Finance had reported anet
profit of Rs 3,825 crore for the
March quarter, an increase
of 21% over the year-ago pe-
riod. However, its stock fell
7% following the results on
concerns over profit growth.

ET Money
emerges top

- Adi & Nadir Godrej make

onlinewealth  Open offer for Astec stake

mgmt player

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Investment plat-
form ET Money has become a
top player in the online wealth
management market, focusing
on long-term wealth accumula-
tion for affluent Indians.

Ithashelpedusers manage
Rs 63,000 crore (approximate-
Iy §8 billion) as of March 31 in
investment assets and, on an
average, isadding Rs 2,700 cro-
re of new assets every month.

The company’s subscrip-
tion-based advisory service
ET Money Genius has wit-
nessed its paid-subscriber
base expand at 162% CAGR
over the past two vears, ma-
king ET Money India's lar-
gest Registered Investment
Advisorintermsof the num-
ber of paid customers. ET
Money Genius isunlocking a
new customer segment with
annual income of Rs 10 lakh
to Rs 1 crore — that was pre-
viously unable to afford
high-end wealth manage-
ment services offered only to
the ultra-rich Indians.

ET Money has been gross-
profitable for each of the last
11 months and has seen its re-
venue grow at 90% CAGR
overthelastthree years. Also,
about 70% of itsrevenueisre-
curring in nature, ET Money
boasts of an annual user re-
tention rate of over 90% and
Execution Only Platform
(EOP) license from Sebi is ex-
pected to boost its financial
profile further, allowing it to
monetise direct mutual funds
and improve gross margin to
go beyvond 80 %.

Cognizant cuts
2024 revenue
estimate

Bengaluru: Cognizant Tech-
nology Solutions has reduced
its revenue projection for FY24
to$18.9 billion from $19.7 billion,
representing a growth rate of
-2% to 2%. This includes a 100-
basis-point contribution from
acquisitions. The Nasdaqg-listed
company, which followsaJan to
Dec fiscal, had previously gui-
ded for 2024 revenue to be betwe-
en $19billion and $19.8 billion.

Cognizant reported sub-
dued financial results for the
March quarter, with a reve-
nue of $4.8 billion. This repre-
sents a 1.2% constant curren-
cy decline compared to the ye-
ar-ago period. The company's
net profit also decreased by
6% to $546 million for the
March quarter. tn

Nomination in
joint MFs optional

Mumbai: Markets regulator
Sebi has said that investors hol-
ding mutual fund units jointly
may not nominate someone or
willingly opt out of nomina-
tion, as is the case when invest-
ments are inthenameof asing-
le investor: There were MFE dis-
tributors and financial plan-
ners who had raised the issue
with the regulator when a no-
mination in all MF accounts,
held by a single investor or jo-
intly, was made compulsory. Tnn

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Adi and Nadir
Godrej-led family group has
made an open offer to acqui-
re 26% from public sharehol-
ders of Astec Lifesciences as
partof asettlement arrange-
ment between them and the
faction led by Jamshyd God-
rej and Smita Crishna.

They are offering a price
of Rs1,070 apiece, which is at
a discount to Astec’s closing
price of Rs 1,235 on the BSE
on Thursday. At thisrate, the
total consideration to buy an
additional 26% in Astecamo-
unts to Rs 545 crore.

The open offer has been
triggered after Adi-Nadir
group’s move to acquire 33%
in Godrej Industries from the
Jamshvd-Smita faction. God-
rej Industries is the holding
company of the §7-billion

of sales

Times News NETWORK

REJIG REACTION

Godrej group stocks after
family split (% change)

Godrej Agrovet
Godrej Consumer
Lifesciences

Godre]
Properties

Godre]
Industries

Godrej conglomerate, which
will be split into two groups
aspartof the arrangement.
Godrej Industries has an
indirect holding in Astec Li-
fesciences and the open offer
has been triggered because
of the indirect change insha-
reholding of the latter. Ana-
mudi Real Estates, which

staff to

Rs 50,000 in revenue genera-

weekly revenue

Mumbai: Amid the cash
crunch and delay in disbur-
sement of full salaries to
employees, Byju's has star-
ted payving its sales staff on
the basis of the revenue
they generate for the com-
pany every week.

Under the new structure
which the company claims is
temporary, employees
across all levels of the de-
partment will get a certain
percentage of the revenue
they generate for the compa-
ny by converting their sales
leads credited to their salary
accounts. Sales associates
areeligible to get a50% share
of the revenues whereas for
vice-presidents, the payvout
will be in the range of 11
2.4% of the revenues, accor-
ding to an internal company
document reviewed by TOI.
This arrangement will be in
place till at least May 21.

To put it simply; if a sales
associate manages to collect

ted from orders through se-
ven days, he will receive Rs
25,000 after the close of the
period. While this may help
emplovees of the struggling
edtech startup — several of

Those who fail to
generate revenues
in a week will not
get any salary for
the period

whom are yet to get full sala-
ries for Feb and March —get
access to a steady flow of
cash in hand, it will also put
pressure on them to per-
form. failingwhich theirear-
nings will get impacted. The
document showed that asso-
ciates whofail to generate re-
venues in a week will not get
any salary for the period.
“Since the base salary
has been suspended, yvou will
not receive any payvout or sa-
laries for the given period,”
the document said. Byvju's
did not respond to queries.

has 0.57% stake in Godrej In-
dustries, will also become a
part of Adi-Nadir group as
part of the settlement.,

Rishad Naoroji, cousin
of Adi, Nadir, Jamshyd and
Smita, will retire from Ana-
mudi and the Adi Godrej fa-
mily will continue to be part-
ners of the company.

Godrej Industries holds
65% in Godrej Agrovet, 24%
in Godrej Consumer Pro-
ducts and 47% in Godrej Pro-
perties, Before the planned
stake-purchase, the Adi-Na-
dir group’s share in Godrej
Industries was 31%. After
completion of the transac-
tion, their stake in Godrej In-
dustries will increase to 65%.

Astec’s stock is down 5%
over the last 12 months but
has gained 20% sofar this ve-
ar, most of which has come
in the last month itself.

 Mfgactivity

Byju's links pay

2nd highest in
3.5 yrs: Survey

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Ridinghighonro-
bust domestic demand, activi-
ty inthe countrv's manufactu-
ring sector in April recorded
the second fastest expansion
in three and a half vears as
companies reported higher
intake of new orders and sca-
led up production, a survey
showed on Thursday.

Despite slowing a tad
from 59.1 in March to 58.8 in
April, the HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Mana-
gers’ Index (PMI) signalled
the second-best improve-
ment in the health of the sec-
tor for three-and-a-half ye-
ars. The PMI was comfortab-
lv above both the neutral
mark of 50 and its long-run
average (53.9). The 50-point
mark separates expansion
from contraction.

Since the lifting of Co-
vid-19 pandemic-induced
curbs. the sector has staged a
smart recovery, thanks to ro-
bust domestic demand. The
PMI survey is compiled by
S&P Global from responses to
questionnaires sent to pur-
chasing managers in a panel
of around 400 manufacturers.
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Freshworks founder quits as
CEQ, stock tanks 25% in US

Vaitheeawaran.B
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Freshworks foun-
der Girish Mathruboot-
ham has stepped down as
CEO of the Nasdaq-lis-
ted software firm. He
made his decision pub-
lic early on Thursday,
surprising investors
andemplovees alike.

Dennis  Woodside,
the company's president, has
been named the new CEO ef-
fective May 1, while Girish will
take over as executive chair-
man and focus on product de-
velopment. Freshworks stock
plunged 25% in extended tra-
ding hours in the US.

Amid the disruption in
software business (5SaasS)
brought by the new wave of
Al adoption, Girish said his
focus will be on building new
products, including Al-ba-
sed offerings. He sa-
id the decision is not
sudden, but succes-
sion planning is so-
mething he's been
discussing with the
board forafew years.

This next phase has been
charted with hopes that Den-
nis could lead the team while
Girish focuses on long-term
product vision, Al strategy
and innovation, according to
market filings with the US
SEC. The company introdu-

ced a customer service chat-
bot ‘Freddy Al last year and is
working to monetise it.

“A couple of years ago, I
started talking with our board
about my longer-term plans
for Freshworks. I shared that
when the time is right, I would
like to shift my focus to our
long-term product vision and
mvest in our presence in In-
dia,” hesaid in a separate mes-
sage to his team. Going for-
ward, Girish is expected to be
more active in the Chennai of-
fice and working closely with
the India team. Founded in
2010, Freshworks was listed on
Nasdaq in Sept 2021, making it
the first Indian Saa$s firm to
tradeon aUS exchange.

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Adani Enterprises
on Thursday said that ithad re-
ceived two show cause notices
from markets regulator Sehi
during the March quarter.

The notices alleged “non-
compliance of provisions of
the Listing Agreement and
LODR (Listing Obligation and
Disclosure Requirement) Re-
gulations pertaining to rela-
ted party transactions in re-
spect of certain transactions
with third parties and validi-
ty of peer review certificates
of statutory auditors with re-
spect toearlier years”,

The management believes
that there is “no material con-
sequential effect of the show
cause notices to relevant finan-
cial statements”, The company
also believed there was nosuch
non-compliance with laws and
regulations, it said in a regula-
tory filing on the exchanges.

InJan 2023, US-based short
seller Hindenburg Research
had alleged serious corporate
governance and other issues
within AdaniGroupcompani-
es. Asaresult, over the next fi-
ve weeks, the group’s stocks
were on a free fall, wiping out
about 65% of the group’s total
market value. Following those
allegationsacase wasalsofiled
in the SC which then had asked
Sebi to investigate the allega-
tions made in the Hindenburg
report. In Jan this vear, the SC
had passed its order in the in-
vestigation and had asked Sebi
to complete two of the 24 issues
it was looking into and were
still incomplete then.

Q4 profit falls 39% to ¥449cr
Adani Enterprises said its con-
solidated net profit for the
March quarter dropped 39% to
Rs 449 crore. This drop was due
to one-time past airport dues
and commercial mining losses.

India big opportunity
for growth: Citroen

Co, Parent Stellantis Won't Apply For EV
Policy, Will Make Green Vehicles Locally

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

Chennai: French carma-
ker Citroen and its parent
Stellantis will not apply for
investments and benefits
under India’s ambitious
new electric vehicle policy
for foreign carmakers. The-
ir focus will be on making
green vehicles locally, rat-
her than go for subsidised
imports, said Thierry Kos-
kas, Citroen CEO and
Stellantis chief sales &
marketing officer.

“Our strategy is to make
EVs in India for India. We
don’t see much point in im-
porting cars here, We want
to continue our strategy to
make cars in India, and our
priority is not to import
electric cars,” Koskas said.
The EV policy promises
subsidised customs duty of
15% for companies to im-
port their green models he-
re, but only when they com-
mit to invest a minimum of
2000 million for a factory,
apart from substantial local
value addition.

Citroen, that has follo-
wed group company Jeep
into India, also said it sees
India as a big opportunity
for growth, though stiff
competitionfromrivalsand
demanding customers are
challenges ahead.

“If you succeed in India,
you can succeed anyvwhere
in the world. It is one of the
most competitive markets
in the world. Cars here are
most competitive and ex-
pectations of customers is
among the highest. It is very
difficult... though we will
do everything that we need
to for succeeding here,”

Koskas told TOL.

The Stellantis group is
also hiring more engineers
for research and tech deve-
lopment work at its centres
in Chennai, Hyderabad and
Bangalore, where it is deve-
loping technology for glo-
bal markets. “While it is su-
rely cheaper to hire here
when compared to Europe-
an and other developed eco-
nomies, the availability of

Qur strategy is to

make EVs in India for
India. We don't see much
point in importing cars here

e If you succeed in
India, you can succeed
anywhere in the world.
It is one of the most
competitive markets in
the world

launch fifth product Basalt
coupe later this yvear, Kos-
kas said that to succeed in
India, companies will need
to constantly launch new
cars and variants to excite
the market.

“One key learning is
that vou need to bring in
novelty, constantly. Indian
customers are really mo-
ving quickly from one
thing to another. If vou

& Around 1,500 engineers

are working in India and

hiring will go on for another
1,100 over 12 months

& Indian customers are
really moving quickly from
one thing to another. If
you don't get new features
and new cars, you will not
be able to sustain

Thierry Koskas, | CITROEN CED AND STELLANTIS CHIEF SALES & MARKETING OFFICER

talent is also a crucial fac-
tor. Around 1,500 engineers
areworking inIndia and hi-
ring will go on for another
L1600 over 12 months,” an
official aware of the deve-
lopment said.

Koskas said India is “ex-
tremely important” for Cit-
roen regarding business
and sales. This is his third
visit to the country over
last 12-13 months. He has al-
so visited dealerships of ri-
val brandsand donemarket
research as the brand looks
to launch new cars and un-
derstanding customer
psyche better.,

Citroen sells models
such as C3 hatchback, C3
Aireross SUV, electric C3
mini and premium C5 offro-
ader The company will

don't get new features
and new cars, you will not
be able to sustain... This is
so different from other
parts of the world, particu-
larly Europe.™

Citroen is a part of Stel-
lantis group, which was for-
med in 2021 by merger bet-
ween Fiat Chryslerand Peu-
geot-maker PSA. Jeep is al-
so a part of the group and
has been selling SUVs in In-
dia, which it produces in a
JV with Tata Motors.

The PSA group operates
in India through a joint ven-
ture with the C K Birla
group, The JV has seen the
companies manufacture ve-
hicle assembly and power-
trains in Tamil Nadu. This
has a capacity of 1 lakh
units annually
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CONTRAPUNTO

We are responsible for our own ignorance
-ISABEL WILKERSON, CASTE

My Marriage, My Way

Laws make marriage u;mp icated. State’s role should only
be in registering marriages, not specifying sacraments

ivorce can be the true test of marriage. This was one takeaway
D from a case SC judged this week. It was hearing a couple that

on its path towards divorce, took a singular leap, and asked
for its marriage to be declared invalid instead. On the grounds
that no “customs, rites and rituals” had been performed. Justices
BV Nagarathna and Augustine George Masih granted the required
“relief” and also an illuminating tutorial on the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955. In a nutshell, per law, a marriage performed without
“appropriate ceremonies” cannot be said to be “solemnised”.

Why is this jaw-dropping? Because up and down the country
Indians get married in a glorious diversity of ways. And all of these
should have equal standing in the eves of modern law. But between
the different laws that pronounce rigidities on the matter, they
don't. The judges in this instance declared, “marriage is not an
eventfor ‘song and dance’ and ‘winingand dining’.” But why can’t it
be? Or rather, in the countless cases where it
already is, surely law shouldn’t ruin the party.

HMA itself has been criticised for flattening
wedding practices over time. As examples,
scholars point to the fading of matrilineal
practices like Alivasantana in Karnataka
and Marumakkathayam in Kerala. Besides, it
onlyvreferstoSagai, Kanvadanand Saptapadi.
That’s very despiriting for, say, Shubho
Drishti and Arundhati Nakshatra. Not to
mention all the marriages that completely
sidestep the named trinitw

Is there any elegant solution to all this
confusion and exclusion? Yes! The state should remain the registry
for all marriages, but no longer have anything to do with sacraments
and ceremonies.

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 does wear the dress of such a
solution. But, from its 30-day notice to how it’s being undermined by
anti-conversion laws, its embodied reality is citizen-unfriendly;
Moreover, the vast majority of marriages take place under other,
religion-based laws, which, like HMA, have very specific require-
ments fora“solemnised” marriage. What we need is adramatically
reformed version of SMA, where it becomes the sole interface
between the state, law and citizens. Why should the state only
recognise marriages that limit themselves to arigid menu of options?
Real India certainly doesn’t. Quite happily so. But SC reminded us
how vulnerable this happiness is. Better check if yvour wedding
meets the “appropriate ceremonies” criteria.

Uncertainty’s Bankers

Central banks have survived an inflation stress test.
But they are not sure if they passed

The US Federal Reserve’s monetary policy meeting concluded

on Wednesday by retaining status quo on interest rates. A

subsequent explanation contained the all-purpose reason
oiven by central banks: uncertainty. Stress tested by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, major central banks coped admirably. But success
has only left them on the edge.

21st century onions | In Indian political folklore, a surge in
onion prices can topple govts. Today, they can undermine RBI's
equanimity, RBI's monetary policy committee has overseen
disinflation over the last yvear. Yet, MPC collectively votes to keep
interestrates high even if RBI'sanalyvsissuggestsacting otherwise.

ek The April edition of the biannual monetary
policy report showed for the last seven quarters
it's supply shocks that have mainly driven
inflation. As shocks ease, the report concluded
that a generalised and durable disinflation is
underway. Still, MPC is haunted by the ghost of
“overlapping food price shocks”. Even central
banks can't control the climate.

Whose expectations? | Central bankers are
displaying an intriguing approach. They have
been quick to credit monetary policy credibility with anchoring
inflationexpectations. It'safrequently cited reason for disinflation.
That didn’t hold back France’s central bank governor candidly
admitting: “We do not fully understand how households and business

form expectations nor how this maps into their actions.”

No surge prlcmg | The Swedish central bank offers a clue: it’s
about consumers’ psychology. They don’t like surge pricing but
adapt quickly if input costs have gone up becausethat’s insyncwith
their sense of fairness.

The battle’s won but central bankers appear unsure of what
worked. It's certainly not ‘the end of history’ moment for them.
Perhaps they should take a cue from the approach of GOI economists.
A question about employment elicits areply on GDP.

Tree temples

Gulmohurs, amaltas, and other species could become a
major tourist attraction — and much more than just that

Jug Suraiya

The Earth is ablaze with red. and the sky swoops down to
encircle the flames with blue. The fire is the vivid flowering of
the gulmohur and the blue, the bloom of the jacaranda, both
heralding the advent of a north Indian summer in a botanical
display of exuberant colour.

They are the precursors of the amaltas, which blossoms in
mid-May in cascades of brilliant vellow, sunlight ensnared and transformed by
secret alchemy into glowing gold.

The living canvas of colour the trees paint are largely disregarded by us, or
worse. We cut down these and other trees, to make way for more and more
blocks of concrete and steel.

How different is this from the near-worship accorded to the cherry tree in
Japan whose seasonal blossoming is an efflorescence of almost mystical

enrapture, drawing visitors from across the country and from far

(Y3) ) off partsof the world.
) Similarly in America's fall, when the deciduous woods of the
north Atlantic coast are alight with the autumnal embers of brilliant

T reds and browns, visitors from distant lands come to
a : witnessthechanging of colourson the palette of nature.
jugularvein

Our varied geography, ranging from the high alpine

to the lush tropical, hosts amazing arboreal wealth,

from the sub-Himalayan conifers to the amaltas and gulmohur of the north,
and theflame of the forest, and the majestic raintrees of the Deccan.

If wewere to create arboretums, parks devoted to the variety of indigenous
trees, like Japan's cherry blossoms and America’s fall woodlands, they eould
well become a travel destination. But much more than that, such parks could
not only provide sylvan sanctuaries from urban squalor but also help to make
us realise how interlinked our lives are with the lives of our trees.

The word tree is derived from the Old English ‘treow’, which also means
trust or promise. Trees are repositories of faith, living temples made not of
stone and brick, but sap, and root, and leaf, and flower.

Trees are worthy of our reverence, The question is are we, transgressors of
alatter-day Eden, worthy of honouring them.
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Where Goes The Lingayat Vote

e North Karnataka is a BJP base e It’s built on the Lingayat vote @ But the bloc’s divided
over its place in caste hierarchy e Mathas’ take on retaining autonomy will be decisive

Narendar Pani

As the third phase takes polling from
Karnataka's southern regions to the
northern, it enters a very different
political terrain. For BJE. theelection
moves from Vokkaliga-dominated
constituencies where it needed an
alliance with JDS§, to Lingavat-dominated regions
that had allowed the party to claim a base in south
India. Lingavat politics may have

As mathas weren't averse to taking on a political
role, theregion’'s politics became moreorganised. They
identified and supported individual politicians who
could present their case in Bengaluru. Their choice of
politicians demonstrated a strong streak of pragmatism.
Lingavat seniors at the state level have not belonged to
the most numerically dominant sect in the community.
And back in the 1980s and 1990s they were even
willing to put their weight behind a Brahmin ¢
politician, Ramakrishna Hegde. g

been more welcoming to BJP than
the politics of the other dominant

POLLITICS

Organisation matters | Hindu-
tva's politics could find common

caste in the state, but it has also

Special Series on Elections

strands with the way Lingavats

added new fault lines to the party’s
relationship with the region.

Lingayats are, arguably, the most persuasive
historical example of the resilience of caste in India.
The group emerged out of a strong anti-caste move-
ment of the12th century, Driven by ideals of saint-poets
andoral tradition of the vacchanas, the movement took
on positions that would be considered radical in present-
day India. The ideas that founded the movement helped
develop institutions — the mathas — to put these beliefs
into practice. Over the centuries, Lingayats developed
an identity of their own, one of the main features of
castes in modern

coming of colonia-

lism and its Census, Even as thE movement

Lingavats as an under Basavana and

identity groupwere  |ater poet-saints had

SRE L ichogninsl brought in people from
different castes, these
differences of origin
were not always

from a range of

_ forgotten
castes basis shared

ideals, Lingavats soon became Karnataka's largest caste.
Theiremphasis on ideas provided a prominent place in
their mathas for education. And their historical associa-
tion with dominant groups enabled economic success.
Their numeric, educational, and economic success
ensured Lingavats soon gained a position of dominance
intheregion that's now northern Karnataka.

Lingayats have seamlessly taken this dominance
into the political realm through their emphasis on
education. Its mathas ensured members from remote
regions, and without economic resources, could get
the benefits of education. The more forward-looking
mathas provided education to non-Lingayats too,
thereby increasing the mathas' and the community’s
political influence.

Shared politics |
Having brought
together persons

carried out their politics. Both
Hindutva and the mathas placed a premium on
organisation. The mathas had also come to
focus on seeking a prominent place in the
Hindu hierarchy rather than being the force
of rebellion that Basavana had

envisaged in the 12th
century.

Lingavats thus had
no objection to the goals
of Hindutva, even if
the community’s more
dominant leaders pre-
ferred a quieter tone.
Lingayat mathas’ sup-
port plaved a prominent
role in BJP's rise in

northern Karnataka, SN o)

the party’s first electo-
rally substantialbasein
south India.

Freedom from control |
This support was, however,
not unconditional. Lingayat o\
mathas weren't willing to give NS
up theautonomy they had builtover :
centuries. While the head of the Brahmin
matha at Udupi in coastal Karnataka had
allowed himself to be absorbed into the heart
of the Ram temple movement, Lingayat mathas
were more circumspect. They would support Hindutva
but not give themselves up to RSS's control.

BdJP has had to walk the tightrope on the issue,
with some local seniors recognising the mathas’
autonomy, while others seek a more aggressive
Hindutva dominance. Choice of candidates in this
round of parliamentary elections did suggest atiltin
favour of mathas’ autonomy, but the language of
BJP's campaign in the region presented a tilt in the
direction of hard Hindutva.

Caste away | Another set of fault lines emerged from
among the Lingayats. Even as the movement under
Basavana and later poet-saints had brought in people
from different castes, these differences of origin were
not always forgotten. As Lingayats carved a niche for
themselves among upper caste Hindus, those whose
forefathers were upper castes were seen to have an
advantage. Those Lingayats who saw their
forefathers as belonging to lower castes,
challenged this need to find a place within
the Hindu caste hierarchy, leading to a
demand for Lingayats as a separate religion.
The demand for a separate religion
came to a boil in the 2018 assembly
elections when the then Siddara-
maiah government had tended to
support the cause. Congress’s
loss in that election is taken as
a Lingayvat rejection of the
idea of a separate religion.
That demand isn't a part of
the current campaign, but
beneath the surface it hasn't
completely disappeared.
Congress’s support for
the cause in 2018 has
some appeal for this
section of Lingavats.

Issue-based vote | Polling
on Tuesday will determine
whether BJP will retain
northern Karnataka as its
largest source of MPs in south
India. At a time when the
party has made an aggressive
effort to grow in the south, it
can ill afford to see an
erosionof itssupportina
region that has emer-
ged asits base here,
The course of the
support it receives
from Lingayats, though,
Is not entirely in its
hands. Much will also
depend on how Lingayvat mathas feel about their
autonomy from Hindutva, and what happens to the
belief of a section of Lingayats that Basavana wanted
them to be a separate religion.

The writer is JRD Tata Chair Visiting Professor, National
Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru

Karnataka votes on May 7 (14 seats) in the second
of its two-phase election

Uday Deb =

Equality Of Wealth Is A Bad Idea

A GOl bureaucrat and a history professor argue that taxing the rich at prohibitive rates is
detrimental to the common good and punishes self-made wealth creators

Meeta and Rajiviochan

To imagine wealth
can only be created
through unfair means
and therefore it's fair
to expropriate it, is
unfair to anvone who
adds value to their enterprise. Only a handful inherit
their wealth in India. The bulk of wealth creators
are self-made.

In 2021-22, per income tax data, there were 887
people with annual incomes of 225cr plus or monthly
incomes of T2cr-plus; they had a share in total
reported individual incomes of 1.5%. Only 0.2% of
income came from interest, and only 0.66% came
from house property income. Of 1,319 individuals
with wealth over 71,000cr on the Hurun India Rich
List of 2023, 64 % were self-made.

Bogus inequality claim | Human effort to improve
skills and material conditions results in gain of wealth.
Todefine how much gain isappropriate isan exercise
designed to kill all entrepreneurship and initiative.
In 2021, a private member's bill was tabled in
*arliament to remove the word ‘socialist’ from the
Preamble, and replace it with the word ‘equitable’.
Those two words sum up vears of debate on whatsocial
goals make societies both happy and prosperous.

The modern world is a better place because it's
striven to provide equality of opportunity. Equality
of wealth and equality of opportunity are different
social goals. The bogus cry of inequality of wealth in
India raises a fundamental question: is equality of
wealthevendesirable? That'samoral choice for society
to make, and not a guestion about strategies for
economic growth.

Wealth equality not a social goal | Except for brief
periods in history, no society has chosen to pursue
equality of wealth as a social goal. Those experiments
have only caused greater disaster. Inequality in some

form or the other exists in every society, either because
of institutional constraints or individual aspirations.
On April 23, a nine-judge bench of Supreme Court
initiated proceedings to interpret Article 39 (b) of the
Constitution. Does this directive principle of state
policy empower the state to manage and redistribute
privately managed properties? Article 39 of the Consti-
tution tasks the state to ensure that “operation of the
economic system does not result in the concentration
of wealth and means of production to the common
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detriment” and “that the ownership and control of the
material resources of the community are so distributed
as best to subserve the common good”.

High tax bar | Can taxing the rich at prohibitive rates
lead to common good? India is no stranger to such
policies. Till 1974-75, the highest marginal tax rate for
individuals was 97.75%. The story of taxation since
then has been to successively reduce that rate - to 75%
in 1974-75, 50% in 1985-86, 40% in 1992-93 and to 30% in
1997, The tax kitty hasonly increased.

The great difference is that in 2005-06, 30% tax was
applicable to anvone earning an income above 72.5L,
which is about 20,800 per month. Today, people
earning this are not liable to pay any tax at all. The
highest tax rate of 30% applies to those who earn at
least #1.25L per month.

Gandhi’s wisdom | [dea that taxing the rich can lead to

an equitable society 15 a seductive one. The trouble is

we've yet to see any society achieving prosperity by
applying such prineciples.

Gandhi’s letter to Lord Irwin in 1930 may have been
misinterpreted as the Mahatma arguing for equality
of wealth. It said, “You are getting over T700 per day
against India’s average income of less than annas
2 per dav. The PM gets T180 per day against Great
Britain’s average income of nearly T2 per day. Thus,
you're getting much over 5,000 times India’s average
income. The British PM is getting only 90 times
Britain’s average income.”

Gandhi was pointing to the inequality Indians
suffered as colonial subjects, about the physical
barriers to upward mobility That's what made
inequality fundamentally wrong. To transpose what
he said to post-colonial India is serious error,

Institutional fix | Pre-modern societies, such as caste

in India, often had institutional mechanisms toblock

people from doing what they wanted to do. Post-Inde-

pendence, affirmative action was taken to destroy

such social boundaries. But affirmative action is not
enough. To empower individuals to achieve their
aspirations, more needs to be done.

Simplifying laws, punishing the corrupt and
enforcing equality before law are measures that can
help. By helping all access opportunities, acquire
appropriateskillsand help with funding are other mea-
sures. Institutional mechanisms are key to an equitable
society. Restoring regressive tax laws cannot create
such asociety, That isa recipe for graft and disaster.

Meeta is Secretary, Youth Affairs, GOI Rajiviochan is
Professor of History, Panjab University

Calvin & Hobbhes

PEOPLE ALWAYS SEEM SO
CRABBY{ AMD ANIMALS
ALWATS SEEM SO CONTEMT.

I WONDER
WHY THAT 1S, éj;, ;

TS PROBABLY BECAUSE
ANIMALS KMowW THEN'RE
SUPERICR AND PEOPLE
KMOW THENRE |NFER\DR.

Sacredspace

1 FIGURED 1T WAS
BECAVSE ANIMALS
GET IS HOURS
OF SLEEP
EVERY DaY,

£ VEaE WanernoeTesinbuied by Urreesa Uik

ACTUA LY, T THINK
ANIMALS ARE JUST AS
CRABEN AS PEOPLE ARE.

If anyone tells
vou that a
certain person
speaks ill of vou,
do not make
excuses about
what is said of vou but answer,
‘He was ignorant of my other faults,
else he would not have mentioned
these alone.’

Epictetus

Desireless Performance Can Produce The Best Results

Swami Nirviseshananda

Pen ple often question whether
anyvbody can work sincerely and
efficiently without desire. Sincerity
becomes natural, and efficiency peaks
when actions are no longer motivated by
desires. Desire makes the mind cling to
future gain or loss instead of the present
task. It accompanies expectation, anxiety,
and fear and affects attention and
performance.

We are born with an insufficiency that
makesus look for happiness externally.
We are born with the delusion that
something from the world will fulfil that
lack and make us happw.

Has anybody ever become permanently
happy by gaining anything from the
world - money, power, companionship,

fame, or appreciation? Even the most
overwhelming happiness lasts until the
mind picks up some other lack or a fear of
losing what we have gained. [t isnot the
fulfilment of our desires that makesus
happy: It is the elimination of desires
that truly makes us happy
When a desire is fulfilled,
the mind becomes ‘desireless’
for awhile, It remains
contented and peaceful until
another desire for gaining
something or fear of lﬂsmg
something agitatesitagain. THE SPEAKING TREE
It is the undisturbed state of
the mind that makes us happy. It reveals
for a while the placid joy that is always
there within as a natural characteristic
of our inmost identity, the Self. It islike
seeing the bottom of the lake clearly

absorbed in its Source.

when there are no waves or ripples. That
is why we experience unprecedented joy
or bliss in meditation, when the whole
world is forgotten, and the mind is

The day we realise that joy comes
from within, it isa natural pro-
perty of our Self; we understand
57 that desires make us unhappy
65a% because they take us away
from the Self. If joy lies within,
why should we chase external
objects that give us pleasure?
If we donot expect
happiness from the objective
result of ourwork, what will be the
motivation for work? The motivation for
work will be just the objective result of
the action, and not gaining happiness
from the desired objective result. Without

desire, our mind will be naturally placid
and fulfilled. We shall do whatever the
circumstances need and what is within
our capacity Nomore shall we work
expecting happiness. We will do whatever
is to be done as an expression of joy and
such desireless performance can produce
the best objective results.

Several activities are constantly going
on in the universe. Earth revolves around
the Sun, and the Moon revolves around
Earth, Rivers flow Plants grow. Flowers
blossom - each with its own colourand
beauty Nowhere is there desire. When
desires are diminished, we blossom like
flowers in our natural svabhava, nature,
spreading jov

Swamiji will conduct a retreat from

May 3-6at CIRD, Vasundhara, Ghaziabad.
Fordetails, call 9811203815




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2024

TIMES €2 TECHIES

19

LLOITTRCTATCEMY THIS WEEK — Any developer who is motivated enough can contribute to
~the development of the popular programming language

Ukraine unveils Al govt spokesperson

kraine recently introduced a digitally-created

spokesperson named Victoria, set to deliver official
communications for its foreign ministry. The ministry
announced that this digital representative would voice
announcements still authored by human beings. Victoria Shi,

, as she is

named,
appeared in a
social media
video dressed
in a dark suit,
describing
herself as a
“digital
person.”
During her
presentation,
she was seen
making hand
gestures and
moving her
head while speaking. The ministry's press office clarified that
while Shi's physical representation is Al-generated, her spoken
content would be “written and verified by real individuals.”
Ukrainian foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba said Victoria
represented an unprecedented technological advance not yet
seen in other diplomatic services. He noted that the primary
motivation was to “conserve time and resources” for
diplomatic staff. The creative force behind Shi is a group
known as The Game Changers, who have previously developed
virtual reality projects connected to the conflict in Ukraine.
The name “Victoria Shi” draws inspiration from the word
“victory™ and the Ukrainian phrase for Al, ‘shtuchniy intelekt.'

CAREER LADDER FOR WOMEN

My journey as a civil engr
in a male-dominated field

Manisha Dube

dreamer, then as an achiever venturing into

unchartered territories, and now leading the civil
engineering discipline at AtkinsRealis’ gluhal technology centre
in India with a team of over 700 water and transportation
professionals.

Plenty of discouragement | My first encounter with engineering
- which also ignited my passion for engineering - was when |
saw my brother (a mechanical engineer) repair his bike at
home. The hunger to do something in civil engineering and
break the status quo dates to 1993 when | decided to pursue
my dream career, fighting several notions around ‘Why
engineering?’, 'Girls don't do civil engineering’, ‘Contractor
banna hai kya? (Do you want to become a contractor?)’ and
many more.

Power of perseverance | A career in civil engineering can be
very demanding, both physically and mentally. Pursuing one's
ambition is all about maintaining the highest standards of work
ethics and believing in one’s capabilities. An experience that
taught me to hold onto my perseverance was during my first
job when | was expecting my first child. | was consciously
removed from a site visit without my permission. The go-getter
in me just couldn't sit back, and the situation couldn’t stop me
from going on that visit.

Took up global projects | Today, | look back at those battles
with a sense of pride. Women are often made to give up in the
face of adversities and hurdles. But to me, perseverance knows
no gender. Back then, with two children and a household to
manage, | didn't give up and joined AtkinsRealis in 2007. Since
then, | have worked on various mid and mega-projects for the
Middle East, US, Canada, UK, and Hong Kong.

Shattering the glass ceiling | For a woman, the path to
empowerment is full of challenges, setbacks and societal
expectations. The pride that | get from collaborating with some
of the biggest technical experts in the industry, being involved
in decision-making processes and leading a
team, is unmatched. | am also a mentor to
women colleagues.

To aspiring young women, | encourage
you to embrace your identity as a
woman first. This is what makes us
unique, and adds value of diverse
opinions and innovative ideas to any
organisation. When you enter a meeting
room, speak up as a leader, cultivate

M y 22-year odyssey as an engineer began first as a
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ava was released in 1995 by James

Gosling at Sun Microsystems. And

in the nearly 30 vears since, it has

consistently been one of the most

popular programming languages

in the world. It's also a program-
ming language that is being constantly
innovated on by experts and volunteers
from around the world, under the stew-
ardship of Oracle, who became the own-
ers of Java after it acquired Sun Mi-
crosystems in 2010.

Sharat Chander, senior director of
Java SE product management at Ora-
cle, savs Java developers of all stripes
should participate in the open col-
laboration process and help shape the
future of Java.

“Open JDK is the place where Ora-
cle does all of our development trans-
parently. But we also invite enterpris-
es and individuals to come and par-
ticipate. Individuals and companies
can come and help us shape the future
of Java based on the type of role they
want to take inside the project.”

Sharat says that anyone can sign-up
for the mailing list on the Open JDK
project and take up an observer role to
dip their feet into the shallows where
Java is being maintained and worked
upon. “As an observer vou can see and
read, then there’s different participa-
tion levels, some might require signing
a contribution agreement with Oracle.
S0, for example, companies like Red Hat,
Amazon, and IEM have signed a con-
tributory agreement, so they can par-
ticipate in the evolution of Java. But
you don't have to be a company. If yvou
have that much passion and purpose
that you want to be an author or a con-
tributor, then you can absolutely read
through our Oracle contribution agree-
ment and take part.”

Sharat says that the reason Java
has become so widely adopted across
the world stems from the availability
of vibrant collaborative projects
and programs that developers are
able to tap into.

The Java user group program is one
such initiative where developers lo-
cally can come together to learn from
each other. There are 400 user groups
around the world, ten of which are
based out of India. “Wherever in the
world vou go you're bound to find a lo-
cal user group in any city you visit.

Contribute & shape
UILRE

I
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continuation of that.

Antarctica is the only continent where
yvou won't find a Java user group.”

Sharat says that the first and fore-
most thing that he would tell any new
developer, regardless of the language
being learned, is to seek out such user
groups. “Almost every technology out
there has a collection of user groups.
And many of those user groups are im-
printed on our Java user group pro-
gram. And that's why we continue to
invest in the Java user group program.
That’s where vou get the immediate
learning opportunity from individuals
who have expertise. And so I would
strongly suggest any new developer,
especially coming into the Java ecosys-
tem, to seek out one of those 10 user
groups based in India and become a
member. Memberships are free.”

Oracle University is also important,
says Sharat, because this is where the
official Java certification program is
offered by Oracle to developers world-
wide. “Just last yvear, we completed 1
million Java certifications.”

Learning content

While initiatives and forums for col-
laboration are important, easily ac-
cessible learning content is just as
crucial to make sure fresh talent keeps
breathing new life into a decades-old
programming language like Java.
This is where devjava and inside.java
come into the picture.

Devjava is the official Java portal
for learning content and tutorials re-
gardless of yvour skill level, says
sharat. “So, we have content that's
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~ Who would have ever thought that almost 30 years later, Java would
_I still be here, and that it would be such an important dimension of the
technology footprint. There are tens of thousands of businesses and
over 10 million developers that continue to rely on Java to address their
development needs. And that's specifically tied to the fact that since its
inception, we've tried to ensure that Java stays innovative with the industry
trends that we see. Java 22 (the latest version) is a
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Oracle India Java Platform Group

There are almost 400 Java user groups around the world,

This is the place where developers locally can come
together to learn from each other. And I'm happy to say that
in India alone there are 10 user groups. The Bangalore Java
user group, | think, is probably the most active Java user
group in India, although | do know the Delhi Java user group
claims to be the most active. So, it's great to see healthy
competition between North and South.

Sharat Chander | senior DIRECTOR, JAVA SE PRODUCT MANAGEMENT, ORACLE

mapped specifically for beginner, in-
termediate, and expert level content.”

Inside java was launched a few years
ago because the Java user base wanted
an easy mechanism to understand all
of the publications, video content, and
writings that Oracle publishes on Java
-- in a single destination location. “The
content can be found taggzed by topic,
speaker, date, and concept.”

Sharat adds that the official Java
YouTube channel is a great learning
resource as well.

Al redundancy fears

With Al systems getting evermore
proficient at writing code, should stu-
dents today even bother studying the
nitty-gritties of a programming lan-
guage like Java? Sharat is unequivocal
that such fears are misplaced. He says
programming will never go away.

“If you want to develop very ro-
bust enterprise level solutions that
have performance, stability, and secu-
rity, vou're going to need to know how
to program, and especially in Java,
because it offers such uniqueness in
those three areas. And so, I look at Al
generated code as maybe simplifving
some of the ceremony. But when vou
get into complex solutions, I'm not
sure any enterprise 1s going to want
to rely on something that's been auto
generated from what it's learned, The
human experience matters and so |
am not worried about Al taking the
job away from anyv developer. In fact,
I think it will just enhance the learn-
ing experience.”

FACIAL LANDMARK DETECTION

GLOSSARY OF IN-GROUP TERMS USED ON THIS PAGE

LARGE VISION MODELS

mental resilience and self-belief.

Most importantly, foster a / '
culture of support among

women in your network, |I N

as together we learn to oy

empower, uplift and
engineer a better and

more equitable future 14
for all. | f
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director at the ©
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visual world around them.

k/f{ Facial landmark detection is a process in computer vision that Large vision models are sophisticated Al systems that
involves identifying and locating key points on a face in images

or videos. These key points, or landmarks, typically include various
positions around the eyes, eyebrows, nose, mouth, and jawline.
The primary objective of facial landmark detection is to capture
the structure and geometry of a face by pinpointing these specific
areas. Once the landmarks are identified, the detected points allow
for the extraction of meaningful facial features which are crucial
for further analysis. This can include applications like emotion
recognition, facial animation, and more sophisticated forms of
identity verification. Each step is seamlessly integrated to ensure
accurate and effective mapping of the face, enabling numerous
practical applications in various tech-driven fields.

interpret visual data from images or videos, similar to
how large language models understand text. They're built
with complex neural networks, including convolutional
neural networks for efficient pixel handling and pattern
detection, and more recently, transformer models
adapted from natural language processing for enhanced
vision tasks. Training these models requires a massive
dataset of visual information, enabling them to learn and
recognise various patterns and objects within the visual
data they process. Essentially, they're like the eyes of Al,
giving machines the ability to ‘see” and understand the

TRANSFORMING DOCTOR CONSULTATION

Dr Gowri Kulkarni |
HEAD, MEDMCAL OPERATIONS, MEDIBUDDY

always felt that as a doctor my reach
was limited by the geography [ reside
in. When telemedicine came, this
ompletely changed. Given my pas-
sion for teaching and spreading knowl-
edge, [ knew that my mission to provide
digital healthcare could be achieved by
creating a league of good empathetic
doctors who communicate well and treat
optimally based on patient-centric evi-
dence-based practice. This is when [
started thinking about our now patented
process called Qualki.

PATENT PATHFINDERS:
TURNING WORK

INTO WONDERS

What it does | QuaFT uses customised
dashboards and metrics to analvse key
parameters of teleconsultations such
as communication, user experience,
and consultation guality. It delivers
instant, personalised, and context-
specific feedback to doctors, empower-
ing them to enhance their skills seam-
lessly during consultations. Feedback
is around aspects of the consultation
process like whether the doctor is
building rapport, listening actively,
gathering enough data, showing empa-
thy. explaining the diagnosis and treat-
ment plan clearly, eliciting patient
concerns. Work is on to also develop

Dr Gowri Kulkarni and her team that worked on the system patented in India

functionalities to provide feedback on
prescriptions, including potential drug
interactions. The system is a plug-and-
play model that can be integrated with
any telehealth platform.

Tech we used | The biggest challenge
was to make it easy to use and to make
it a plug-and-play model. Utilising
various technological tools including
Google ML Kit for video face landmark
detection, AWS Transcribe and Whis-
per for audio transcription, and GPT
3.5 for language analysis and genera-
tion, we ensured the production of
high-quality outputs. These outputs
are seamlessly delivered to end-user

doctors through our dashboards and
app interfaces

All-woman team | | have been blessed
to have an incredible all-woman team
of trained medical professionals who
help continually upgrade the system,
give quality feedback, and monitor
progress. Our data science team, led by
Krishna Chaitanya, provided compre-
hensive support for the Quafi process
patent. Many in the team have had
their personal struggles — surviving a
life-threatening disease, coming from
a humble farming background and be-
ing the only educated one, those with
their first corporate job experience,

and those with struggles with infertil-
ity and managing depression. My per-
sonal experience has been of a working
mother juggling multiple roles and
responsibilities both on the personal
and professional front, Women in my
team with their education and experi-
ences are inherently more empathetic,
keen, and perceptive to the nuances of
doctor-patient interaction and the pro-
vision of person-centred care.

Our learnings | Patent filing can seem
overwhelming to many but I feel that
if someone has created an innovative
product it should be patented. Our
journey started in 2019. Here are our
learnings:
® We need to find the right problem
to solve. At MediBuddy, we were try-
ing to solve the problem of learning
on the go through our real-time feed-
back loop using technology to help
doctors consistently give good con-
sult experience to our users.
@ Find the right patent attorney who
can work towards establishing and
creating enough discovery on the said
topic to help us show the innovation.
® Continue to work on improving
the innovation to have an edge over
others.

Doctor acceptance | Once we had cre-
ated the QuaFi system, we had the chal-
lenge of its acceptance by doctors. With
time, doctors saw merit in it and have
been able to use the feedback to im-
prove their consultation experience.

- An Al system 1n
- India finds new
use case in Saudi

e = 1
Camcom team
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Sujit.John@timesgroup.com

few years ago, Saudi
Arabia’s municipal
authority introduced
& _an app that would al-
low citizens to take pictures
of civic issues — things like
pavement cracks, missing
manhole covers, construction
debris lying uncovered — so
that the authorities could
take action. A contact centre
was set up to manage the
complaints. Within months,
the number of incidents be-
ing reported had touched 2.5
million - impossible for the
contact centre to handle,
The govt realised it needed
automated systems, and last
year, it mandated global man-
agement consultancy Kearney
tofind a solution. Kearney ran
a search around the world, and
one of the firms it came to was
Bengaluru-based Camcom.
Camcom’s co-founder Ajith

STARTUP

STORIES

Navar was initially hesitant.
The venture, founded in 2017,
was focused on using comput-
er vision technologies to help
automotive companies like
Mahindra and TVS to identify
defects in components and
products on assembly lines,
and to help insurance compa-
nies like Bajaj Allianz, HDFC
Ergo, and SBI General to sim-
plify motor insurance claims
by allowing customers in-
volved in minor accidents to
take pictures of the vehicle for
damage estimation instead of
sending assessors to the spot.
“1told Kearney our system
was not designed to do what
the Saudi govt wanted, that it
was designed to find metal,
plastic, and glass defects dur-
ing production, and in damage
in the after-market. But they
said, try it,” Ajith says.
Kearney sent some 700
mobile phone images of
things like missing manhole
covers and broken lamppost
glass, which Camcom ran
through its system. “We re-
ported 82.5% accuracy (in
identifving defects) with
zero training on our mod-
els,” Ajith recollects. “I
couldn’t believe it. Then I
locked at it more closely, and
found that the commeon thing
(in what the Saudis wanted
and in the work Camcom was
doing) is metal, plastic and
olass. 63% of the products in
this world are made of metal,
plastic and glass,” he says.
Add concrete, bitumen, and
rubber, and this becomes
90%. So, all that Camcom
needed to do to improve the
system for the Saudis was to

undertake a little more train-
ing of the system, including
enabling the system to un-
derstand the specific sce-
narios in a civic setting.

The moment the pilot was
done, Ajith and team were
called to Rivadh to sign the
contract. Today, 60% of Cam-
com’s revenue comes from
Saudi Arabia.

Meeting UN SDG goal

Ajith, who did a Bachelor's in
hotel management and a Mas-
ter of Science in hospitality
information management,
started his career with Wipro
in its hospitality & leisure
business. He founded Cameom
together with two engineers
— Umesh, with whom he had
worked previously in Wipro,
and Mahesh Subramanian, a
serial entrepreneur, The three
realised that defect/damage
visual inspections are labour
intensive and therefore subjec-
tive, slow and prone to error.
Their Al-powered visual in-
spection platform has today
carved a significant presence
in India’s automotive segment,
and even has customers in Eu-
rope, Mexico and South East
Asla, Their system does 3 mil-
lion inspections every vear on
automotive damage for insur-
ance companies alone.

We have a data lake
that is growing at 580
million images per
annum. We are now
working to build a large
vision model. Our
algorithms are able to
extract 90% of the
metadata in a picture, The
system looks at a picture
andit'sableto ==
understand the /g
scenario in [
which it is. h=d=4
Aitll § “ﬁ:ﬂ ¥
Nayar & i |
CO-FOUNDER, N
CAMCOM

The Saudi deal has turbo-
charged the team. Just in the
last quarter, the system han-
dled 6.5 million civic incidents,
automatically generating tick-
ets into the municipality sys-
tem, and sending it to the right
department.

A press release the Saudi
govt issued on the alliance -
presented as a global first as-
sociation by a nation to tackle
visual pollution using Al and
leading the way to achieving
the UN SDG goal of building
sustainable cities - caught in-
ternational attention. “We are
now getting enquiries from
Abu Dhabi, Harris county in
Texas, Mauritius,” savs Ajith,

A 16-YEAR CRICKETING TRADITION AT NTT

he NPL - or

NTT Premier
League-isa
cricketing
tradition that
began in 2008
when a group of
enthusiastic NTT
Group
employees
sought to play
the game with
their work
colleagues. What
started with four
teams has now
grown to include
20 men’s and
four women’s
teams - across |}
NTT Group !
companies,
almost like IPL.
The annual event

has evolved from a single-venue
tournament with manual scoring to a
multi-venue spectacle with online
scorekeeping, and YouTube streaming.
The latest champions are Maratha
Warriors in men and NTT Global

Networks in women.

Shavee Sehajpal, senior director, HR
and administration in NTT Data India,
says NPL brings people of diverse
backgrounds, designations,

L CHAMPIONS

departments and NTT companies

together. Eesha Desai, product
marketing specialist at NTT Data, says
participating in NPL has been
transformative as it transcends cricket
to forge a strong community. “It's
about skill enhancement, shared

enthusiasm, and a camaraderie that

permeates our work. Significantly, the
women's competition stands as a
proud testament to inclusivity and
excellence,” she says.
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FIH PRO LEAGUE:
SALIMA PICKED
AS CAPTAIN IN

PLACE OF SAVITA

New Delhi: Mid-fielder Sali-
ma Tete on Thursday re-
placed veteran goalkeeper

Savita Punia as captain of the
24-strong Indian women'’s
hockey squad for the Belgium
and England legs of the FIH
Pro League starting later this
month. Navneet Kaur has
been named
her depu-
ty for the

tour.
“It is
a big re-
sponsi-
hility and 1

am looking
forward to this new role. We
have a strong squad and it's
a mix of experienced and
voung playvers,” Salima was
quoted as saving in a Hockey
India press release.

SQUAD: Goalkeepers: Savita,
Bichu Devi Kharibam;
Defenders: Nikki Pradhan,
Udita, Ishika Chaudhary,
Monika, Jyoti Chhatri, Mahima
Chaudhary; Midfielders: Salima
Tete (c), Vaishnavi Vitthal
Phalke, Navneet Kaur (vc),
Neha, Jyoti, Baljeet Kaur,
Manisha Chauhan,
Lalremsiami. Forwards:
Mumtaz Khan, Sangita Kumari,
Deepika, Sharmila Devi, Preeti
Dubey, Vandana Katariya,
Sunelita Toppo, Deepika
soreng. emi

IGA REACHES
MADRID FINAL

Madrid: World No. 1 Iga
Swiatek cruised through to
a second consecutive Madrid
Open final with a 6-1, 6-3 vic-
tory over Madison Keys on
Thursday, Dominant on clay,
Swiatek barely
put a foot
wWroneg,
making
just eight
unforced
Errors in
the match to
leave the Ameri-
can with virtually no chance,

The top seed started in
unforgiving form., breaking
to love in the second game
and dropping just three of
the first 17 points. Kevs,
seeded 18th, battled back to
hold from 0-30 down for a 3-1
deficit, fighting to stay in the
set. However last year’s Ma-
drid runner-up broke again
for a 5-1 lead and served it
out to wrap up the first set
1n 31 minutes. acencies

B SWIATEK

UNLUCKY? PSG's
Mbappe reacts after a
missed opportunity

CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE
E—

FUELLKRUG'S FINISH SETTLES FIRST LEG
FOR DORTMUND AGAINST PROFLIGATE PSG

Dortmund: Niclas Fuellkrug
scored and Borussia Dort-
mund earned a 1-0 win over
Paris Saint-Germain in the
first leg of their Champions
League semifinal.

Dortmund defender Nico
Schlotterbeck sent a long pass
over the top for Fuellkrug to
control brilliantly with his
first touch before firing 1t past
PSG goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma with his next in
the 36th minute on Wednesday.

“It's not the first time that
I've tried to stick the ball in at
the near post this season. This
time it worked out and I'm
even happier that it’s in such
an important game,”
Fuellkrug said.

The win gives Dortmund a
narrow advantage before the
teams play again in the second
leg in Paris next Tuesday,
when the French champions
will need to overturn the re-
sult if they are going to cap-
ture Europe’s biggest prize
before Kylian Mbappe leaves
the club.

Dortmund’s win ensured
they qualified for the tourna-
ment next season and it gives
the Bundesliga five teams in
the expanded tournament.
Dortmund are assured of fin-
ishing at least fifth.

Roared on by most of the

with a 1-0 lead. But we

also suffered a lot today.

They had phases where

they put a lot of pressure

on us. That's inevitable

against such a top team.

Now it's half-time.”

— Fuellkrug, wHo scoren THE

it always feels like
you go into a game

WIMMNER
MATCH STATS
Dortmund PSG
43 Possession % 57
13 Shots 14
4 On Target 3
4 Corners 3
11 Fouls 6

THE HOME TEAM RAN

119.7 KILOMETERS -

ALMOST 10 MORE THAN
THE VISITORS.

PSG come to grief =
at ‘Yellow Wall’

BORUSSIA

(Fuellkrug 36)

PSG

81,365 fans present, including
the famed “yellow wall™ be-
hind one of the goals, Dort-
mund made the busier start
and maintained their inten-
sity for the whole game.

Defender Lucas Hernandez
went off injured after trying

to stop Fuellkrug from scor-
ing. Hernandez will have sur-
gery after rupturing his left

knee ACL, almost certainly
ruling him out of playing for
France at the European Cham-

pionship. PSG pushed hardest
early in the second half, when
Mbappe hit the right post be-

fore Achraf Hakimi struck the

left post. Gregor Kobel saved
Mbappe’s next effort and Dort-
mund survived the pressure.

Fuellkrug went on to miss

further good chances for the

German team, while Marquin-

hos made a crucial block to

deny Julian Brandt late on,
“It would have been nice

if we could have made our
counterattacks count to geta

second goal at the end,” Dort-
mund veteran Mats Hum-
mels said.

The visitors missed chanc-
es, too. Qusmane Dembele
should have scored on his re-
turn to Dortmund when he
blazed a shot over late, then
Vitinha flashed a shot wide of
the left post. ap

BLOW TO BAYERN
AS RANGNICK
OPTS TO STAY AS
AUSTRIA COACH

Munich: Ralf Rangnick
said on Thursday he wished
to continue as Austria head
coach, with Euro 2024 the
immediate goal, delivering
a fresh blow to Bavern Mu-
nich in their search for a
replacement for outgoing
boss Thomas Tuchel.

The 65-year-old former
Manchester United interim
manager had been tipped to
replace Tuchel, who leaves
at the end of the season af-
ter just two years in charge,
having failed to secure Bay-
ern a 12th successive Bun-
desliga crown.

“I am the Austrian team
boss with all my heart,”
Rangnick said in a state-
ment released by the Aus-
irian FA (OeFB) on Thurs-
day. “This task gives me in-
credible joy and 1 am deter-
mined to successfully con-
tinue on our chosen path.”

LARGEST EVER
REFUGEE TEAM
TO COMPETE AT
PARIS OLY: 10C

Lausanne: The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
(TOC) on Thursday unveiled
its largest refugee Olympic
team to date for the Paris
2024 Games, with 36 athletes
from 11 ditterent countries.

The athletes, from coun-
tries including Syria, Sudan,
Iran and Afghanistan, will
compete across 12 sports in
Paris, the third time such a
team has formed for the
Summer Olympics.

“With your participation
in the Olympic Games, you
will demonstrate the human
potential of resilience and
excellence,” 10C president
Thomas Bach said during
the team’s announcement.

“This will send a mes-
sage of hope to the more
than 100 million displaced
people around the world.”

For the first time, the
team will compete under its
own emblem. acencies

Indian campaign over

Thomas, Uber
Cups: Men Lose
To China, Women
Blanked By Japan

Manne.Ratnakar
@timesgroup.com

ndian men and women
bowed out in the guarter-
finals of the Thomas and
Uber Cup in Chengdu,
China on Thursday. While
China dethroned India 3-1 in
the Thomas Cup, Japan
blanked India 3-0 in Uber Cup.
Only Lakshya Sen secured
a point for India, as HS Pran-
noy, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy-
Chirag Shetty and the second
doubles team of Dhruv Kapila-
Sai Pratheek lost their match-
es. Lakshya beat Li Shi Feng
13-21, 21-18, 21-14 in the third
match to reduce the margin.
World No. 9 Prannoy
slumped after winning the
first game against world No. 2
Shi Yu Qi 21-15, 11-21, 14-21.
Satwik-Chirag failed to get
past the world No. 1 pair of
Wang Chang and Liang Wei
Keng 15-21, 21-11, 12-21. This is
their fifth loss in six meetings.
The makeshift pair of
Dhruv and Sai had a lot rid-
ing on their performance but
thev were no match for He Ji
Ting and Ren Xiang Yu, los-
ing 10-21, 10-21.
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The pair of Satwiksaira] Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty failed to
get past the world No. 1 duo of Wang Chang and Liang Wei Keng

Prannoy blamed lack of
rest for poor show. “China
had an off day vesterday We
had a long day and by the
time we returned it was 1.30-
2 am. That made some differ-
ence,” Prannoy said.

Chirag said that they were
not at their best. “The rallies
were short, whenever we
played long rallies we won.
When we play opponents like
them. we need to be at our best
but we weren’t,” Chirag said.

Earlier, Ashmita Chaliha
was the only Indian to take a
game off the Japanese. India
failed to capitalise on the ab-
sence of Japan's best plaver
Akane Yamaguchi. Ashmita
lost to Aaya Ohori 10-21, 22-20,

15-21. Priva Konjengbam and
Shruti Mishra were no match
for Nami Matsuyama and
Chiharu Shida. Nozomi Oku-
hara made short work of
Isharani Baruah 21-15, 21-12.
RESULTS (QUARTERFINALS)
Thomas Cup: Shi Yugi bt HS
Prannoy 15-21, 21-11, 21-14; Liang
Keng/Wang Chang bt Satwik-
Chirag 21-15, 11-21, 21-12; Li Shi
Feng lost to Lakshya Sen 15-21,
21-11, 21-14; He Ji/Ren Xiang bt
Dhruv/Sai 21-10, 21-10).

Uber Cup: India lost to Japan 0-3
(Ashmita Chaliha lost to Aya
Ohori 10-21, 22-20, 15-21; Priva
Konjengbam/Shruti Mishra lost to
Nami Matsuyama/Chiharu Shida
8-21, 9-21; Isharani Baruah lost to
Nozomi Okuhara 15-21, 12-21).

Sprinters Lalit, Himani get
4-year bans over doping

Sabi.Hussain @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Sprinter Lalit
Kumar, who gained promi-
nence after running alone in
the 100m race at the Delhi
state athletics champion-
ships here last vear following
the withdrawal of all other
participants due to the pres-
ence of dope control officers
(DCOs), has been handed a
four-vear ban by the National
Anti-Doping Agency (Nada)
for the presence of prohibited
substance - drostanolone me-
tabolite — in his urine sample.

Lalit's ban comes into ef-
fect from Oct 23, 2023 after
Nada's anti-doping discipli-
nary panel (ADDP) pro-
nounced its decision late last
month. Eight runners had
gualified for the 100m final at

the Delhi state meet but after
learning about the presence
of DCOs - who were at the
venue to collect the urine sam-
ples of the competitors — all
except Lalit fled the track.
Another sprinter Himani
Chandel, who stood first after
securing her personal best
timing of 11.69s in the 100m
event at the Federation Cup
senior athletics meet in
Ranchi last vear, has been
banned for four vears by the
ADDP after testing positive
for the steroid drostanolone.
Himani, who secured mul-
tiple podium finishes at differ-
ent Federation Cup champion-
ships last year, will serve her
ban effective June 15, 2023.
Himani was part of the Indian
4x100m squad for the Asian
Championships in Bangkok

last year but was dropped fol-
lowing her doping offence.

Men's 400m runner, Akash
Kumar - a bronze medallist
at the Asian U20 champion-
ships — has been barred from
competing for two years effec-
tive August 10, 2023 after fail-
ing to report his wherea-
bouts. Akash was banned
following three whereabout
clause violations including
one missed test.

Indian men’s basketball
team plaver, Shashank J Rai,
has been handed an ineligi-
bility period of four years
after his samples returned
positive for steroid noran-
drosterone. He had chal-
lenged the sanction imposed
by the ADDPE but Nada’s ap-
peals panel (ADAP) upheld
the decision.

TIMES NATION

EC: Post-poll
benefit offer
can generate
‘quid pro quo’

P Continued from P1

' or calling upon individu-
‘al electors to register for
post-election benefits may
createan impressionof there-
quirement of one-to-one
transactional relationship be-
tween voters and the propozed
benefit and has the “potential
to generate quid-pro-guo” ar-
rangement for voting in a par-
ticular way and thereby lead-
ing to inducement.
While acknowledging that
generic electoral promises are
in the realm of permaissibility,

l_:-C said the act of inviting
il

EC cited examples of putting

advertisements in newspapers
to urge voters to register them-

selves for benefits by giving

missed calls on a mobile or call-
ing on a number, which ob-
scure the distinction between
authentic surveys and biased
attempts to enrol people in pro-
grammes for political gain.

It also said distribution of
cuarantee cards as pamphlets
giving details of prospective
individual benefitsalong with
an attached form asking for
detailsof voterssuchasname,
age, address, mobile number,
booth number and constitu-
ency also amounted to viola-
tion of model code of conduct.

The poll body directed all
district election officers to
take appropriate acfion
against any such advertise-
ments as per the election law.

Pak intruder shot
dead along IBin
in J&K’s Samba

Jammu:BSF troops shot a Pa-
Kistani intruder near a for-
ward post along the interna-
tional border in Samba, J&K
late on Wednesday, possibly
thwarted an infiltration bid,
reports Sanjay Khajuria.
The troops noticed suspi-
cious movement close to bor-
der. The intruder ignored re-
peated warnings and contin-
ued to sneak into the Indian
side. making BSF personnel
open fire, neutralising him.

: tionaries
: from a preparatory meeting
. held by constitueney manag-
: er KL Sharma on Thursday
: told reporters that Rahul

‘Wayanad factor may influence

Rahul’s decision on UP contest

p Continued from P1

™\ ongress president
( Mallikarjun Kharge,
_JRahul Gandhi and

: AllIndia Congress Commit-
i tee general secretary KC
¢ Venugopal are said to have
. heldadiscussion on the sub-
. ject in Shimoga in Karnata-
: kaafterapublicrally Thurs-
. day afternoon.

Faced with repeated ques-

. tions about the candidates,
: AICC spokespersons urged
: patience, and said that a deci-
i sionwill be made soon,

Speculations about the

i twin seats have peaked in the
. last few days.

Many alliance party func-

who emerged

will file the nomination on

: Friday morning.

Accordingtoaparty man-

: ager, there has been indeci-
: slon in Rahul’s mind about
: contesting from Uttar Pra-
. desh because of various rea-
. sons, the key being Rahul's
;. concern
! Wavanad, which he won in
: 209 evenas he lost Amethi.

about wvacating

While he expressed confi-

: dence about his prospects, in
: line with the party’s positive
: feedback, Rahul has been
: worried about the optics of
: quitting Kerala eventually

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Despite pressure from Uk-
raine for high-level participation from
India in the upcoming Switzerland
peace summit, govt remains non-com-

mittal on the issue,

The Union ministry of external
affairs reiterated its position that
India is open to all ideas which can
lead to early resolution of the Russia-
Ukraine or can lead to early attain-
added no
decision has been taken on the issue

ment of peace, but

of participation.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky had spoken to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi about the summit,

PRESTIGE SEATS

Rae Bareli Cong candidates since 1967
(Indira's entry)

Amethi Cong candidates since 1977
(Sanjay's entry)

1967 | Indira Gandhi Wonghk 1 b/

1971 |IndiraGandhi |Won ,
1977 | Indira Gandhi Lost to Raj Narain™  Sanjay Gandhi Lost to Ravindra Pratap Singh
1980 | indira Gandhi | Won Sanjay Gandhi Won

1984 | Arun Nehru Won Rajiv Gandhi Won

1989 | Sheila Kaul Won Rajiv Gandhi Won

1991 | Sheila Kaul Won Rajiv Gandhi Won

1996 | Vikram Kaul | Finisheddth ' SatishSharma | Won

1998 | Deepa Kaul Finished 4th Satish Sharma Lost to Sanjay Singh
1999 | Satish Sharma | Won JSonia Gandhi Won

2004 | SoniaGandhi | Won " Rahul Gandhi | Won

2009 | Sonia Gandhi Won { Rahul Gandhi Won

2014 | Sonia Gandhi Won | Rahul Gandhi Won

2019 | Sonia Gandhi Won Rahul Gandhi Lost to Smriti Irani

Rahul’s march will end with ‘Congress Dhoondho Yatra’: Shah

nion home minister Amit Shah on Thursday hit out at Congress’ Rahul Gandhi, suggesting

that his party will get such a drubbing in the election that he will have to take outa‘Congress
Dhoondho Yatra' after June 4 — the day of vote counting, reports Kanwardeep Singh.

Addressing a public rally in Bareilly, Shah alleged that Gandhi and 5P chief Akhilesh Yadav did
not attend ‘pran pratishtha' in Ayodhya “for fear of losing their vote bank.”

“Shehzada (prince) of ‘ghamandi INDI alliance’ started his election campaign with Bharat
Jodo Yatra but on June 4, it will end with *Congress Dhoondho Yatra’,” Shah said.

On the party not fielding Santosh Gangwar from Bareilly, he said, “Since 1989, people of
Bareilly have elected Santosh eight times. Party has thought of a different role for him in future.
Thatis why we brought Chhatrapal Gangwar as a LS candidate.” Supporters of 75-year-old sitting
MP Santosh were earlier shocked to find he had been dropped and Chhatrapal fielded instead.

about the peace summit and also his
own 10-point peace plan.

Switzerland officially announced
this week it will host the summit on
June 15-16, just after the G7 summit,
saying it has invited 160 countries for
the conference, according to a Bloom-
berg report.

While Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to participate in the
G7 meeting, doubts remain about the
level of participation in the peace sum-
mit that Russia has described as lack-
ing credibility,

India is also unlikely to confirm
the level of participation in any event
before the election results are out on
Juned,

Workers standing among debrls ina
damaged thermal power plant in Ukraine
after a Russian attack on Thursday

seeking India’s cooperation, and had
also sent his foreign minister Dmytro
Kuleba to India in March for talks

 Rae Bareli to bid
adieu to ‘naki’

Gandhis, lotus to
-~ bloom: BJP pick

p Continued from P1

ond time that Dinesh

Singh, a former Congress-
man who used to be a confi-
dant of the Gandhis, will be
contesting. In 2019, he contest-
ed against Sonia Gandhi but
lost by over1.71akh votes.

I n Rae Bareli, this is the sec-

The contest has taken a

turn with Sonia opting out of
LS polls and taking the Rajya
Sabha route to Parliament
from Rajasthan. BJP accord-
ing to sources, is banking on
Dinesh Singh's connect with
grassroots functionaries, es-
pecially at the wvillage and
block level.

Sakshi: BJP ticket for
Karan jolt to women

akshi Malik on Thursday

lashed out at BJP for
choosing former WFI chief Brij
Bhushan Shahran Singh's son,
Karan, asits candidate forLS
polls from Kaiserganj seatin UP,
saying the decision has defeated
the country's daughters. Top
wresters, including Sakshi, had
accused Brij Bhushan of sexually
harassing women wrestlers
during his tenure as WFI chief.

“Leave the arrest, today by
giving ticket to his son you have
broken the morale of crores of
daughters of the country. if the
ticket goes toonly one family, is
the country’s govt so weak in
frontof one man?” she said. emi

Sources said he has al-
ready hit the ground and has
been holding meetings with
different sections for the past
many days. Even thelocal BJP
organisational cadre had
been pressing for his name.

“I assure the country that

the farewell of ‘nakli’ Gandhis
from Rae Bareli is certain. It is
certain that BJP's lotus will
bloom and Congress will lose.

have fought against four-time
MP Sonia Gandhi, so Privanka

Gandhi Vadra and Rahul
Gandhi are not important to
me. Whichever Gandhi comes
to Rae Bareli, they will lose,”

Dinesh said after his candida-

ture was announced.

“‘Wish to represent
India, win medal
at Paralympics’

» Continued fromP1

even during delivery as
.t doctors didn’t know she
was already suffering from
the disease, Bhaskar, a de-
fence accounts auditor, says
as he recalls daughter Vi-
jaya's pre-birth scan that
showed feeble bones.

Vijaya suffered most of
her fractures while crawling
as a toddler “Her body
weight was on her hands.
Now, she uses different
wheelchairs at home and to
play. While changing wheel-
chairs, she fell a few times
and fractured her legs and
hands, She slipped many
times in the bath and broke
her legs,” Bhaskar adds.

It was an ordeal for Vijaya
to walk till she turned seven
and her fractures led to hip
and knee surgeries. These af-
fected her movements, re-
quiring her to take help for
most day-to-day chores. “We
have to take care of her like
glass,” Bhaskar says.

Unlike other teens, Vi-
jaya can't go to school be-
cause of her multiple sur-

q he suffered fractures

geries and risk of further in-
jury. “My parents and broth-
er are very supportive. They
teach me at home. I plan to
write my Class X exams
through open school this
vear or next,” she says.

Mother Aruna recalls
that one of Vijaya's fractures
occurred when she fell trying
to reach an upper berth in a
train. They were travelling to
one of Vijayte]'s tennis tour-
naments. “We carry crepe
bandages and painkillers all
thetime,” Arunasays.

While WVijavtej hit the
courts, Vijaya took to table
game. In Indore where she
took the second spot, she lost
only to Bhavina Patel, the
silver medallist at the 2020
Paralympics. Vijaya says
she now dreams of repre-
senting India and winning a
medal at the Paralympics.

Bhaskar outlined the
challenges. “She is ranked
No. 3 in nationals. To com-
pete in Paralympics, she
needs to play in internation-
al tournaments, Travelling
is costly and we are looking
for sponsors to achieve her
dream,” he says.

India slams Trudeau’s

fresh remarks on Nijjar

New Delhi: India on Thurs-
day rejected fresh comments
by Canadian PM Justin Tru-
deau on killing of Khalistan
separatist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar and said the remarks
once again illustrate the po-
litical space given to sepa-
ratism, extremism, and vio-
lence in Canada.

Trudeau addressed a
Khalsa Day event in Toronto
that was attended by some
pro-Khalistan people. On
sidelines of the event, he
said killing of Nijjar in Brit-
ish Columbia in June last
vear created “problem™ and
that he cannot ignore it, in
an apparent reference to his
earlier allegations of invol-

vement of Indian agents in
the assassination.

“Trudeau made such re-
marks earlier as well. His re-
marks illustrate the political
space that has been given in
Canada to separatism, extre-
mism, and violence,” EAM
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said. “This not only im-
pacts India-Canada relations
but also encourages a climate
of violence and criminality
in Canada to the detriment of
its own citizens,” he said
when asked about Trudeau'’s
remarks. Trudeau, referring
to activities by pro-Khalista-
ni elements, said “our job is
not to erack down on politi-
cal protest”. o1
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Skipper Wanted Four Spinners In World Cup
Squad Because Of India’s Games Starting At
10 AM And Dew Not Playing A Major Role

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Keeping in mind the condi-
tions in the Caribbean, where the
wickets are likely to be low, slow and
sluggish, the unusually early start
timings for India’s matches — 10 am
local time — and perhaps also the or-
dinary form of their pacers barring
Jasprit Bumrah, India have clearly
devised a bowling plan for the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup based around a
heavy diet of spin.

While Ravindra Jadeja and Axar
Patel are the left-arm spinning all-
rounders in the squad, Kuldeep Yadav
and Yuzvendra Chahal are the two
wrist spinners. On Thursday, captain
Rohit Sharma, while trying to aveid
giving out too much in terms of team
strategy, justified the logic of having
picked four spinners and just three
pacers in the 15-member squad.

“I don’t want to go too much into
details. I'm sure opposition captains
are listening to this. I wanted four
spinners. We've played a lot of erick-
et there (Caribbean), We know what
the conditions are like. With a morn-
ing start at 10-10.30am, there’s a little
hit of technical aspect involved in
this,” Rohit said.

“The reason for picking four spin-

ners is something I won't reveal now.
I wanted four spinners. With two of
them being allrounders (Axar Patel
and Ravindra Jadeja) and two attack-
ing options (Kuldeep Yadav and Yuz-
vendra Chahal), it gives you balance.
Based on the opposition, we can de-
cide who to play,” the captain stressed.

“Maybe when I do the first press
conference upon landing, I'll give
more details,” he added.

Shivam Dube for middle-order power

After India’s failures in the last
two T20 World Cups, it's clear that
Rohit and the selectors wanted some-
one to do the heavy lifting in the mid-
dle overs against spinners, where
acceleration has been a big problem.

In that aspect, the skipper is bank-
ing on Mumbai allrounder Shivam
Dube, who has been in sizzling form
for the Chennai Super Kings in the
last three [PLs now and has shown the
ability to tonk the spinners,

In the IPL so far, Dube has smashed
350 runs in 10 matches at a strike rate
of 171.56 (average 50.00), in a tally
which includes 26 sixes.

In the three-match T201 series
against Afghanistan at home in Janu-
ary, he carted 124 runs in three in-
nings at a strike rate of 158.97. “The

STRATEGIC INSIGHT: Captain Rohit Sharma and selection committee chairman Ajit
Agarkar address a press conference in Mumbai on Thursday
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I'VE BEEN PLAYING FOR
SIX YEARS NOW, SO MY

CONFIDENCE IS HIGH.
BOWLING TO THESE LEGENDS

A

CREATE WICKETS.”

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: One plaver whose exclusion from
India’s 15-man squad evoked public outery was
Rinku Singh. In the 11 innings that he's played
for India so far, the left-hander, batting at No.
5 or No. 6, has scored 356 runs at a strike rate
of 176.23 and an average of 9. Even though
he's in the reserves, Rinku lost out in the race
for a T20 World Cup spot to Shivam Dube,
India’s chief selector Ajit Agarkar ap-
peared apologetic about that call, admitting
that it was the “toughest decision” his com-
mittee took. “Tt was the toughest decision. He
has done nothing wrong, nor has Shubman
Gill. It's just the combinations. We're not sure
of the conditions we'll get (in the USA) and we
wanted to have enough (bowling) options.

one thing we really looked at was
middle-overs hitting. The top-order
hitting has been alright, hasn't been
bad, but there are options there as
well. In the middle overs, we wanted
someone to come and play that role
where he can play freely without wor-
rving about who is bowling and who
is not. We picked Shivam Dube based
on the IPL and a few games before the
IPL as well,” Rohit said.

The Indian captain expects Dube
to chip in with the ball too, even
though he has bowled just one over in
this IPL. “I know Shivam has not
bowled much, but he's a seasoned
cricketer who bowls a lot of overs in
red-ball ericket. Honestly, if we need

“We had a couple of wrist-spinners to give
Rohit more options, I don't think it's anything
to do with Rinku. It's not his fault that he
missed out, it's more the 15 we felt we needed,
with two keepers who are both terrific batters,
we will have an extra batter sitting out.

“But he’s still one of the traveling substi-
tutes. That's how close he was, but we can only
take 15," Agarkar said.

Despite calls for introducing fresh blood in
India’s T20 team, the selectors chose to go with
experience vet again. Barring Yashasvi Jaisw-
al replacing KL Rahul in the opening slot and
the inclusion of Shivam Dube, the top six in
the batting order is the same as that of the last
T20 World Cup in 2022, in which India exited
after a 10-wicket drubbing at the hands of Eng-
land in the semifinal.

On Thursday at the BCCI HQ, chief selector

Shivam to bowl a few overs, he will
bowl a few overs. Hardik as well, he
has been bowling regularly in the I[PL.
Whenever it's required, he has come
and bowled. Like Ajit (Agarkar) said,
he's come and played all the games,
fitness wise, there are no issues.”

‘In IPL, performances change every day.’

Rohit revealed that he had “70-

0% " of India's World Cup-bound
squad in his mind before the IPL. “You
make the playving X1 in your mind and
work around it. The talk of what our
final 15 started much before the IPL.
In the IPL, performances change
every day. Anyone will come and score
a hundred or take five wickets.”

FEELS NORMAL. | JUST BOWL TO MY
STRENGTHS. MY AIM IS TO BOWL :
LOTS OF DOT BALLS, AS DOT BMLS 7

- Harpreet Brar | PBKS spinner

-
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‘Leaving Rinku out of team
was the toughest decision’

Ajit Agarkar explained why he and his commit-
tee pitched for experience at the cost of youth.

“These guys have been around because
they've been good enough to be around. That's
the reason they have played in multiple World
Cups. We've tried to get in playvers who are go-
ing to bat a certain way in the middle of the
innings, where a lot of teams will use spin
sometimes. That has been an issue. We have
tried to address that. We have tried to get in
some left-handers as well through the middle
of that innings. Survakumar is the No. 1 T20
player. I don’t think he’s too bad through the
middle either,” Agarkar said.

Agarkar said there has been no discussion
among the selectors over Virat Kohli's strike
rate, something that has often been pointed
out as a drawback in the former skipper’'s T20
game. “We have not been discussing it. He has
been in great form, no concerns there at all,
You are still going to a World Cup, there is still
a gap there. That's where experience matters
a lot. If the tournament turns out like the IPL,
if it's a 220 pitch, we have the skills. When vou
turn up for a World Cup, the pressure is differ-
ent,” Agarkar said.

‘No replacement for Pandya’

Defending Hardik Pandya’s inclusion as
Rohits deputy, Agarkar said, “Nothing was
discussed with regard to vice-captaincy. About
form, he has come after a longish yvear off. The
good part that we have looked at is he has got
through all the games so far for MI. We have
got another month and a little bit till the first
game, If he stays fit, we know what he brings,
how much balance he gives the team.”

Sunrisers Hold Nerve At The Death
As Royals Fall One Run Short

A GAME QF

8

Suman Reddy D

HOW THEY STAND

sixes hit by Nitish Reddy,
making him the fifth

TEH.M|M|W| L| NRR |F'T5

Knight Riders look to set
Wankhede record straight

PTI

FINE MARGINS

Shiva.Gundra@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Bhuvneshwar Kumar
drew on all his experience to defend
13 runs in the final over as Sunris-
ers Hyderabad held their nerve to
topple table-toppers Rajasthan Roy-
als by one run on Thursday.
Sunrisers posted a challenging
201/3, thanks to half-centuries from
Nitish Kumar Reddy (76*%; 42b, 3x4,
8x6) and Travis Head (58; 48b, 6x4,
3x6). However, Yashasvi Jaiswal (67;
40b, 7x4, 2x6) and Riyan Parag (77;
49b, 8x4, 4x6), rising on a couple of
dropped chances, almost came to
haunt the hosts as the duo added

runs scored
7 by Sunrisers
Hyderabad in

the first six overs, their worst
Powerplay score this season.

runs conceded by
2 Yuzvendra Chahal in
his four-over spell, the

most conceded by him in an IPL
match.

RISING STAR: Nitish Reddy
belted an unbeaten 42-ball
76 against Rajasthan in

Hyderabad on Thursday ’_ E% ‘

135 runs for the third wicket.
Sunrisers staged a late come-
back through the brilliance of Bhu-
vneshwar (3/41), Pat Cummins
(2/34) and T Natarajan (2/35) to
restrict the Rovals to 200/7. Needing
27 off three overs, Natarajan and
Cummins gave away seven rruns
and picked up a wicket each in the
18th and 19th overs respectively.
Powell scored 10 runs off four
balls and needed two off the last
ball for victory. However, Bhu-

-mi.-é

%c

—

vneshwar trapped Powell in front
to give his side crucial two points.
For the hosts, 1t is their sixth win
while Rovals suffered their first
loss in five matches.

Bhuvneshwar had earlier pro-

vided a perfect start, dismissing Jos
Buttler and captain Sanju Samson
in the very first over.

While he induced an edge off
Buttler to first slip, a beautiful
inswinger castled Samson. Cum-
mins dropped Jaiswal on seven off
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Sunrisers' batter to achieve
the feat in an IPL innings, joining RR 10/ 8[2)0622 | 16
David Warner, Manish Pandey, KKR (9 |6 |3 1.09 | 12
Heinrich Klaasen and Travis Head. 1sc (10! 6|4/l 0094 |12 Rajesh.Pansare@timesgroup.com
SRH |10]6 |4]0.072 | 12 Mumbai: Kolkata Enight Riders
CsK 101515 0627 | 10 have a dismal record against Mum-
bai Indians at the Wankhede Sta-
DC 111 5)6]-0.442]10 dium. Of the 10 clashes between
PBKS|10| 4 | 6 |-0.062| 8 them, they have lost nine and their
only win came way back in 2012.
GT 10/4/6(-1.113) 8 The visitors, however, will enter
M 103 |71-0.272| 6 Friday’s contest at the venue high
on confidence against the home
RCB |10/3]7({-0415] 6 side who will be fighting for sur-
vival. KKR’s positive attitude stems
SCOREBOARD from the fact that they have stood

-
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Marco Jansen, while Abhishek
Sharma spilled Parag on 24 as they
reached 60/2 in the Powerplay. But
Natarajan dismissed Jaiswal with
a yorker in the 14th over.

Then Cummins returned to end
Parag’s stay at the crease in the 16th
over as the visitors needed 43 off 25
balls. Natarajan accounted for
Shimron Hetmyer in the 18th over
while Cummins removed Dhruv
Jurel in the 19th before the last-over
drama unfolded.

SRH: T Head b Avesh 58, A
Sharma ¢ Jurel b Avesh 12, A
Singh ¢ Jaiswal b Sandeep 5, N K
Reddy not out 76, H Klaasen not
out 42, Extras (w8): 8; Total (20
Ov; RR: 10.05): 201,/3; FoW: 1-25,
2-35, 3-131; Bowling: Boult 4-0-33-
0, R Ashwin 4-0-36-0, Avesh 4-0-
39-2, Sandeep 4-0-31-1, Y Chahal
4-0-62-0

RR: Y Jaiswal b Natarajan 67, J
Buttler ¢ Jansen b Bhuvneshwar 0,
S Samson b Bhuvneshwar 0, R
Parag ¢ Jansen b Cummins 77, 5
Hetmyer ¢ Jansen b Natarajan 13,
R Powell Ibw b Bhuvneshwar 27, D
Jurel ¢ Abhishek b Cummins 1, R
Ashwin not out 2; Extras (nh2,
wll): 13; Total (20 ov; RR: 10.00);
mﬁ; Fﬂ“‘: 1'11- 2"11 3‘1351 4"1591
5-181, 6-182, 7-200; Bowling:
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-41-3, Jansen 4-0-
44-0, Cummins 4-0-34-2, Natarajan
4-0-35-2, Unadkat 2-0-23-0, Reddy
1-0-12-0, Shahbaz 1-0-11-0

Result: SRH won by 1 run

their ground against the five-time
champions in recent clashes where
they have won three of the last five
and are currently sitting second in
the standings, with 12 points after
nine matches. For MI, who are cur-
rently second-last in the standings

TALKING POINT: Rinku Singh, left out
of India's T20 WC squad, with Rohit
Sharma at the Wankhede

with six points, will need to win
their remaining four matches and
then hope that other results go their
way which can boost their slim
gualification hopes.

One thing that has worked in
KEKER’s favour this edition is how
their opening partnership of Sunil
Narine and Phil Salt have outmus-
cled the opponents. Same can’t be
said about MI's opening act of skip-
per Rohit Sharma and Ishan Kis-
han, who have gone off the boil of
late. The KKR duo has recorded five
a0-plus partnerships four of which
have come in the last seven match-

matches won by Mumbai
9 Indians, including 7 in

succession between 2013
and 2023, out of 10 matches
played against Kolkata Knight
Riders at Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai. KKR's only win
against Ml came by 32 runs on
May 16, 2012.

ducks by MI batters in
1 1 10 matches, the
most this season. Just

three KKR batters have ducks to
their name,

At crunch time, bowling woes for Super Kings

MUSTAFIZUR LEAVES,
CHAHAR'S INJURY A
BIG WORRY FOR CSK

Shrivathsan.S@timesgroup.com

Chennai: In a matter of afew IPL
matches, Chennai Super Kings
have gone from having a problem
of plenty to suffering from plenty
of problems.

For the majority of the first
half of the season, CSK had the

GALLERY
Worcestershire

luxury of picking bowlers from
a big pool stacked with quality,
But during Wednesday's sev-
en-wicket defeat to Punjab
Kings here, Super Kings were
foreed to operate on thin bowl-
INg resources,

Matheesha Pathirana sat out
the match with a niggle, Tushar
Deshpande missed the game with
illness and the injury-prone Deep-
ak Chahar limped off the field just
two balls into his first over, With
the tournament heading towards
its business end, CSK, involved in

a tricky top-four
battle, are sweat-
ing over the avail-
ability of some of
their frontline
bowlers.

The challenge
Mll UL rdlE  will only get tough-
RAHMAN er as Super Kings
will be handicapped by the ab-
sence of left-arm pacer Mustafizur
Rahman, who has left the CSK
camp for international duty. Chen-
nai head coach Stephen Fleming
acknowledged that the team is fac-

ing a testing situation.

“There area lot of ins and outs.
Chahar’'s injury does not look
good. The initial feeling was not
great, so [ am hoping for a positive
report when the physio and doector
have a look.

The Sri Lankan boys (Pathi-
rana and Maheesh Theekshana)
are off to get their visas, so [ am
hoping that the process is smooth
and we get them back for the next
game up north (against PBKS in
Dharamshala on Sunday),” said
Fleming.

“Richard Gleeson (debutant)
was good, it was a positive, Losing
Mustafizur, there is a lot happen-
ing. Tushar has a flu, we lost him
and had to make a few changes,
which 1s unusual. But it is part of
the game. We have the resources,
but it is just that they have not got
enough game time to become com-
fortable with their roles,” added
Fleming,

Because of the paucity of bowl-
ing options against Punjab, cap-
tain Ruturaj Gaikwad was com-
pelled to bring Shivam Dube into
the attack for the first time this
season. Dube had played as a pure
batter in the nine matches prior to
that game.

‘Gukesh my frenemy but his win inspires me’

es including the highest of 138.
Rohit and Ishan have four
stands of 50-plus between them,
two of which, including the high-
est of 101, came in back-to-back
wins against Delhi Capitals and
RCB. A 70-run stand in a losing
cause against CSK followed, but
since then they have struggled.
Before Thursday's match, Salt
and Narine were fourth and fifth
in the list of top-scoring openers
in this season. Salt, who came in
as a replacement for English com-
patriot Jason Roy, has scored 392
runs in nine matches at a strike
rate of 180.64 while Narine's 372
have come at a strike rate of 182.35.
MI's combo of Rohit and Ishan
have scored 315 and 244 runs at a
strike rate of 158.29 and 148.78 re-

Hardik
Pandya's
economy rate

at the Wankhede Stadium while
picking 26 wickets in 39 games.
Among bowlers with 25-plus
scalps at Wankhede, it's the
worst economy rate.

—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

spectively

Besides focusing on winning
the remaining matches, Rohit will
also keep an eve on how his na-
tional teammates perform from
here on. While Jasprit Bumrah has
been on top of his game, Rohit
would like Survakumar Yadav and
Hardik Pandva to get some runs
under their belt.

India take 3-0 lead

cricketer Baker
dies aged 20

Worcestershire: Worces-
tershire Cricket Club on
Thursday announced the
death of spin bowler Josh
Baker at the age of 20.
However, the club didn't
mention the reason of the
death. The left-arm spinner
made his first-class debut
for the club in 2021 and only
played two County matches
this season, last playing
against Durham at Kidder-
minster in April. 1ans

ACTION
TODAY

BADMINTON: Thomas &
Uber Cup, 7 am & 2.30 pm
(Jiocinema); CRICKET: IPL,
Mumbai vs Kolkata, 7.30 pm
(Star Sports, Jiocinema);
B'desh vs Zim, 1st T20I, 5.30
pm (Fancode); Pak Women
vs W1, 5th T201, 8 pm (Fan-
code) FOOTBALL: EPL,
Luton Town vs Everton,
12.30 am (Star Sports)

Praggnanandhaa Feels Fifth Was A Bad Result For Him In Candidates

Neha.Surana
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: When the Candida-
tes began, R Pragenanandhaa
was given the top billing
among the five Indians, but
thingsdidn'texactly gotoplan
for the 18-vear-old from Chen-
nai. He went through a seven-
game winless run and finis-
hed a “disappointing” fifth, as
D Gukesh ran away with the
crown. Pragg, who is suppor-
ted by the Adani group, spoke
about the Candidates roller-
coaster during a chat with
TO1 on Thursday. Excerpts:

What were your expec-
tations from Candidates
and do you think you met
those?

No, not atall. I was hoping to
win after having worked so
hard and felt I was also play-
ing good quality chess. I feel
the way I plaved, fifth (posi-
tion) is a very bad result. I
was in second position al-
most throughout the event,

50, I could have at least finis-
hed third or fourth. But fifth
is... but it's okay, it happens. I
was trving to give my best du-
ring the games, which I think
I did most of the time. Some
games didn't go my way, but
it's partof the game.

You were seen as India’s
biggest hope goinginto the
tournament. Did the pres-
sure get to you?

T wanted to finish first but
that doesn’t mean I put my-
self under pressure..For the
first time, I was playing in
such a tournament and there
were big guys like Hikaru
(Nakamura)and Fabi(Fabia-
no Caruana), lan (Nepomni-

achtchi). So, I was not the fa-

vourite to win the event.

What do you think didn't
work for you?

I missed a few chances. Apart
from that, I think some small
critical moments didn't go my
way. One of the critical games
was the one with Ian where I

SOUL-SEARCHING: Pragg

gota very bigadvantage out of
the opening which I failed to
convert. Then in some games,
I wasn't very practical. 1
wasn't playing poor chess,
wasn't getting bad positions
every single game, but some-
how, I was in minus score.

How did you feel when

Gukesh won the title?

It's a proud feeling. I mean,
he played amazing chess. 1
think he was certainly play-
ing at the highest quality. He
was also leading the tourna-
ment for most parts. So, it's

an impressive result and it
inspires me to work harder
and play better.

Being a contemporary,
how is your equation with
Gukesh? Are you guys ‘fre-
nemies'?

Yeah, that’s usually the case
with all chess players. You are
friends off the board, but you
have to fight on the board. But
we all usually have fun on the
last day after the tournament
ends. And that's where we get
together and know each other:
But during the tournament,
we don't usually meet or even
talk to each other.

In the two times that you
faced Gukesh in the Candi-
dates, you lost the first one
and then drew. What did
you make of the games
against him?

When I playved him, [ was trv-
ing to be very ambitious. I ma-
de a very risky choice (in the
first game). In hindsight, it
was not great, but vou don't

know before playing it and it
might give you a bit of an ad-
vantage too. So, [ tried it.  was
well prepared, but I mixed up

something. He played well. 1

found some good sequences,
butImessed itupattheend.

Any message for Gukesh
before he faces Ding Liren?
He's already doing well, so he
just has to keep doing what
he'sdoing and just be mental-
ly and physically ready for it.
If he asks (for inputs), yeah
(I'll give), whv not?

What did you think of your
sister Vaishali's perfor-
mance?

It's impressive that she won
five games in a row. It's good
for her confidence that she
can bounce back from defe-
ats. And to be very honest, |
didn't expect hertoscorefive
wins. I'm pretiy sure she
didn't expect it either. But 1
could see that she was play-
ing at a much better level in
the last four games.

: Sylhet: A dominant India
: grabbed an unassailable 3-0
: lead in the five-match wom-
: en’'s T20I series as they pum-
. melled Bangladesh by seven
: wickets in the third match
: hereon Thursday,

After their skipper Har-
. manpreet Kaur opted to field
. first looking at the cloud cover
: and a mild breeze, India’s bow-
. lers dished out another disci-
. plined performance to restrict
. Bangladesh to 117/8. which the
: wvisitors overhauled with nine
. ballstospare.

: When they came to bat,
:}pc:ners Smriti Mandhanaand

Shafali Vermaputon9lrunsin
just12.1overstotake Indiaclos-
ertoaseries win.

shafali got out after a 38-
ball 51, hitting eight fours,
while Mandhana found form
as she struck 47 off 42 balls
with the help of five bounda-
ries and a six.

Ritu Moni took a blinder
off her bowling to dismiss
Shafali while Nahida Akter
accounted for Mandhana. But
the damage was done.
Briefscores: Indiangfora
(Shafali 51, Mandhana 47) beat
Bangladesh 117 for 8 (Akther
39, Radha?2 EE}h}f?mckels PTI

WI's Thomas gets 5. -yr ban

. London: West Indies bat-
: sman Devon Thomas has been
. banned from cricket for five
. years after admitting seven
: breaches of anti-corruption
. regulations, the International
: Cricket Council announced
. Thursday. The ICC said the fi-
: nal 18 months of the ban had
- been suspended, with the pun-
: ishment backdated by a vear.
Thomas, capped 34 times

across all three international
formats from 2009 to 2022,
committed offences in three
separate tournaments - the
Caribbean Premier League,
the Lanka Premier League
and the Abu Dhabi T10. The
most serious of those charges
saw the 34-year-old accept he
was guilty of contriving to be
party to match-fixing at-
temptis in the Sri Lanka. are
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shayeepot COPS: NewsClick stand
rnreigous. 0N Covid vax ‘terror act’

f the investigating offi
New Delhi: India slammed the CharQEShEEt iadtan a6 allssations’

parading as ‘allegations’,
latest US Commissionon Inter- i These allegations will be
national Religious Freedomre- : Clalms Ba-SE|ESS!
port, which again called upon

firmly contested,” it said.
: §
the US govt to designate Indiaa SEI.YS NEWSC I |Ck

The chargesheet has a ref-
‘Country of Particular Con-

erence to World War I and
: philosopher Marshall McLu-
cern’, saying USCIRF isknown : Times News NETWORK han, besides claims of adeep-
as a biased organisation witha :
political agenda. Masquerad- | New Delhi: The Delhi Police

er plot to propagate “informa-
tion warfare” as part of a

ingaspartof anannualreport, ! chargesheet filed against transnational conspiracy.
they continue to publish their : NewsClick and its founder, NewsClick founder Purkayastha “The investigation has
propaganda on India, said : Prabir Purkayastha, has ac- (L) has been booked under UAPA  brought to life McLuhan's
MEA. “We really have no ex- : cused him of actively seeking saying that “World War Il isa
pectation that USCIRF will @ to “undermine the Indian not to get vaccinated due to  guerrilla information war
evenseektounderstandIndia’s : govt'seffortstodevelopavac- the misinformation peddled with no division between mil-
diverse, pluralistic and demo- : cine to combat Covid-19”, It by the acecused, but it also itary and civilian participa-
cratic ethos. Their effortstoin- : claims “the actions were threatened the overall public tion",” the police said while
terfere in the largest electoral : nothingbutanactof terroras  health and safety of the pop- elaborating on Purkavastha's
exerciseof theworldwillnever : they aimed at public health, wulation,” itclaims. association with China-based
succeed,” the ministry said. . which is one of the touch. In astatement, NewsClick millionaire and CCP func-
In its latest report, US- : stones of national security”. saidtheallegationswerecom- tionary Neville Roy Singham.
CIRF has criticised India for : Purkayasthahasbeenbooked pletely baseless. “NewsClick According to the charg-
alleged violations of religious : underanti-terrorlaw UAPA. and Prabir have not been in- esheet, the probe revealed a
freedom and several other is- “Evidence gathered dur- wvolved in any terrorist act. conspiracyaimed atadeliber-
sues. It called for designating : ingthe investigation paintsa  Nor is there any evidence for  ate creation of a false narra-
17 countries, including India, : clearpictureof acoordinated the same. Prabir does not tive against Citizen Amend-
as ‘Countries of Particular : campaign to undermine In- have links to any terrorist ment Act. “The end result of
Concern’ for “engaging in or : dia'sresponsetoCovid-19,dri- group. Thetimingof thesere- this deliberate misinforma- 2 F1E ; &
tolerating particularly severe : venbyabiasedagendaandpo- ports makes it clear that they  tion campaign was seen from ol A : -? l / =
violations of the right to free- : tentially influenced by exter-  aim to prejudice public opin-  thebeginning of Dec, 2019 and & B e ' i 2 y /( ) I
dom of religionorbelief”. 7w ¢ nal entities. Their malicious  ion and pending judicial pro- ranuptoFeb2020inthe physi- ¥ ,J_ NS

C =

acts not only endangered the ceedings. The chargesheet is  cal manifestation of the dead-

s

i)
livesof individualswhochose  nothing but a set of opinions 1y Delhiriots,” it alleges. Nq,shﬂ'yﬂ Trfifg:yq

At UN dehate’ ...................................................................................................................................... ': | TR CaSh@-;BaCk

¥

™ ; @ L .
dia backs full s ;
Indiabacksfull  Bengal trying to paint CBI probes WL Festival j%
membership of : ky 16y
: == . e
palestmanstate 45 U€NETE-State row: Govt n SC 153
: AmitAnand.Choudhary state in this case was against dressal of the same griev- !H  pt]
New Delhi: After the US last : @timesgroup.com CBl and not the Union. ances, and accused the state N} | "-_..f'.*-‘i
month vetoed in the Security : “Suit is inherently not forsuppressing thefact. Pﬁ :"':r
Council a resolution seeking : New Delhi: Stating that it maintainable at all. The Taking note of SG's sub- : E ¥
full membershipof theUNfor : has no administrative and Union and DoPT have noth- mission, the bench asked se- y ; . ] = | :
Palestine, India on Wednes- : supervisory control over ingtodowithregistrationof nior advocate Kapil Sibal on s | GIﬂL V[}H.Ehﬁ"l () e Giﬁ VGHChE’I"
day backed Palestine’sbid,ex- : CBI, which is an independ- casesby CBI, probeand pros- how thestatecanfilesuitafter f FOR PURCHASE |, : b K| FOR PURCHASE OF
pressing hopethattheendeav- : ent agency, Centre told Su- ecution of a case. We do not it filed appeal against HC or- ' DFGD”HE“:FMM o (1) NI DIAMOND, UNCUT DIAMOND
our will soon getendorsed, re- : preme Court that West Ben- have administrative and su-  der Sibal said the appeal was w‘:‘}mﬁﬁé&gﬂ . & PRECIOUS JEWELLERY
ports Sachin Parashar. Pal- : gal’s original suit under Ar- pervisory power over CBL.1  filed in individual cases and : WORTH 7 50,000 AND ABOVE
estine is  currently a : ticle 131 of the Constitution cannotsuperviseandtellthe notonbroaderjurisdiction is- ] (Offer veelid till (Offer valkd till 12 May)
“permanent observer state” : against it tonotallow probe agency on registration of sues. Countering Mehta’s ' :
at the UN with no power to : by the agency in the state casesorhowtoinvestigateor contention, Sibal said CVC NN WS T
vote on resolutions and deci- : was not maintainable and is has supervisory control over Tl AR AT AT Ty s o
sions. A full membership will : anabuseof legal process. ARTICLE 131 CASE CBI only in corruption cases — *JEI*EL{-&I*#@ ﬂL&L{E’ﬂ‘*{ﬁ“‘ e
allow the global body to recog- : Arguing on maintainahil- but itis Centre which controls
nise a Palestinian state. : ity of West Bengal’s petition, whether to file closure re- the agency in the rest of the and aet Guaranteed -
Participating in a debate : solicitorgeneral TusharMeh- ports or chargesheet. It isa cases. He submitted that ED P(Ly ﬂ/ Adv a/'z C e : g = ! .
on the use of veto, Indianam- : tatoldabenchof Justices BR  separate statutory entity su-  always followed CBI if it is al- : 0 : Gold Rate Protection =
bassador Ruchira Kamboj : Gaval and Sandeep Mehta pervised by another statuto- lowed toprobe inthestate and
noted that Palestine'sapplica- : that the state was attempting ry body CVC,” Mehta sub- it had huge implications on
tion was not approved be- : to give Centre-state dispute mitted, adding that CBI is federalstructure. He said that -
causeof the USveto. “ Inkeep- : colour to CBI investigations notanarmof the govt. law regulating CBI is unique SHOP ONLINE @ JOYaIUKKaS
ingwithIndia’slong-standing : in cases in the state, many of Mehta said West Bengal where consent of state was joyalukkas.com W
position, we hope this would : which have been ordered by govthadalreadyapproached needed which was not the World's favourite ;Ewelter
bereconsideredinduecourse, : Calcutta high court. He said SC challenging HC's order caseincaseof EDand NIA.
and Palestine’s endeavour to : Article 131 could be invoked directing CBI probe in vari- Thehearing remained in- NEW DELHI: PUSA ROAD, PH : 011 25722777 * GURGAON: GOLD SOUK, PH : 0124 2577455
become a member will geten- : only in case of inter-govt dis- ouscasesanditshouldnotbe conclusive and would re- NOIDA: SOM DATT TOWER, PH : 0120 2510916 » SOUTH EX.: NEAR SOUTH EX. FLYOVER. PH: 011 24333343
dorsed,” said Kambaoj. - putesandthegrievanceof the allowedtofilesuitalsoforre- sumenextweek. IMDIA « USA = UK = UAE * KSA « GATAR « BAHRAIN « KUWAIT - OMAN « SINGAPORE - MALAYSTA
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GT Plus Sport GT Line starts at ¥ 14.08 Lakh*
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GT Plus Sport starts at ¥ 18.53 Lakh*

New in GT Line and GT Plus Sport:
Complimentary 4 year Service Value

Sporty black interior and exterior | R17 alloy wheels | 6-speed MT/AT and Package with Taigun GT Plus Sport #
7-speed DSG transmissions | 6 airbags | 25.65cm touchscreen infotainment
Darkened LED headlamps with DRLs

* %

e Exchange through .
GLOBAL \ W 4 year Standard Warranty D as ' | Au 5 o. Available ' Scan to

_ e E 4 year Road Side Assistance Know no
@ @E * * *** I;! 3 Free Services Certified Pre-Owned QLo CSD & KPKB A o x. Call 1800 102 0909

volkswagen.co.in

Terms and conditions apply. Images are for representation purpose. Features and accessories shown may not be a part of standard equipment and are subject to change without prior notice. The actual car colour may vary. The dark shade
on the glass is due to the lighting effect. * Price mentioned is ex-showroom. * Complimentary 4 Year Service value package benefit on select variants are at the sole discretion of authorised dealers. 1% cess extra for Kerala. To know more
on the schemes, please visit your nearest Volkswagen dealership. ** 3 Free services applicable on 1 000 kilometers, 7 500 kilometers and 15 000 kilometers. In service, only labour charges are free.

Authorized Dealers: Volkswagen Paschim Vihar (Peeragarhi: 9992 78000, 8700236712; Volkswagen Delhi West (Moti Nagar): 9999278000, 8595948291; Volkswagen Dwarka (Rajapuri): 99992 78000, 8595948291; Volkswagen Capital (Okhla, Faridabad & Palwal): 95120951 26; Volkswagen Delhi
East (Patparganj): 9586224000, 8860311311, Volkswagen Delhi South (Lajpat Nagar): 9540069090, 9540019816; Volkswagen Safdarjung (Safdarjung Enclave): 8750042011, 8750065138; Volkswagen Rajdhani (Wazirpur): 9999278000, 8700364207; Volkswagen Gurgaon (MG Road): 9540019801,
9911599744; Volkswagen Gurugram (Golf Course Road): 7669232086, 9205472001; Volkswagen Gurugram (Sohna Road): 9250656000, 92054 79009; Volkswagen Sahibabad (Sahibabad): 7999278000, 5408 78680; Volkswagen NCR East (Ghaziabad): 9999278000, 9999129276; Volkswagen
Greater Noida (Sector P-IV): 8178059336, 9582804040; Volkswagen Noida (Sector &): 9510645678, 9582226975, Volkswagen Noida (Sector 63): 9582226976, 9512034567, Volkswagen Agra: B44 7828077, 9258119522; Volkswagen Hisar: 9996546502; Volkswagen Sirsa: 981299554 3; Volkswagen
Panipat: 7878779000, 9728111300; Volkswagen Rohtak: 8059880077, B0598B0080; Velkswagen Yamunanagar: 7017100011, 8814899144 Volkswagen Saharanpur: 7082111057, 7082111056; Velkswagen Karnal: 9992333552, 9306753258, Volkswagen Ambala: 7056370009, 7056430004;
Volkswagen Bareilly: 9917575205, 9837081850: Volkswagen Kashi: 90440524461, 9873050121, 9554994444 Volkswagen Prayagraj; 9044154402, 9044154401: Volkswagen Moradabad; 9917500028, 9917500029, 9917501117; Volkswagen Dehradun: 9634091117, 7302795901,
0135-2533050-54; Volkswagen Haldwani: 9917500021, 9917500025, 05946-285222; Volkswagen Meerut: 9258299100, 73035 DBE39,

DWA Outlets: Volkswagen Chandigarh - 9878079999; Volkswagen Solan - 7807880155; Volkswagen Mohali - 9915764777; Volkswagen Pathankot - 9915402777,
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